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Summary of the bi-monthly meeting of the Town of 

Gnesen was held on Monday, December 26, 2016, 

at the Gnesen Town Hall. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by 

Chair George Franckowiak. Motion to approve the 

agenda was moved by Supervisor Dave Opack, 

second by Chair Franckowiak and unanimously 

approved. Supervisor Opack made a motion to   

suspend the agenda to consider the Conditional 

Use Permit for Suzieôs Greenhouse, Chair 

Franckowiak second the motion, board approved. 

The Planning & Zoning Board held a Conditional 

Use Public Hearing to hear Jody and Susan     

Bellefeuilleôs request to operate a greenhouse   

business on their property on the Normanna Road 

and the P&Z Board recommended approval with 

conditions. Supervisor Opack made a motion,    

second by Chair Franckowiak to approve the CUP 

with the conditions imposed at the Hearing. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

P&Z matter-Nothing to report. 

Community Development Block GrantðClerk      

reported we received an email with the presentation 

schedules. Gnesen is scheduled for January 4 and 

January 11th to make our presentation. Supervisor 

Nelson will attend and make the presentation. 

Crescent Road turnaround-Supervisor Opack     

contacted the property owners and he was given 

permission to cut the trees that St. Louis County 

was concerned about when they do the snow-

plowing.  Supervisor Opack and Tom Haller cut the 

trees down. Supervisor Opack stated that we will 

need another load of gravel put on the turnaround in 

the spring. 

Emergency Plan-The Town Clerk put an article in 

the Gnesen Newspaper asking for volunteers to 

work on an emergency plan and Chair Franckowiak 

set up the first meeting for January 23rd during our 

regular Town Board Meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

Reminder-Annual Town Election-March 14th.    

Candidate filing is January 3-17th. 

Logging on Church Road-Clerk received a call from 

a resident who voiced a concern about logging 

trucks on the Church Road. Clerk contacted the  

logging company about the concern. 

 
      

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Weed inspector-We received an email from       

Solway Town Clerk asking if we have hired a 

Weed Inspector and if they could share the        

inspector we hired. The Town Board is still looking 

into this matter. 

Musolf Road-Supervisor Opack asked Gary Juten 

to look at the Musolf Road for some ditching that 

needs to be done. Supervisor Opack stated that 

St. Louis County was going to steam the culvert on 

Musolf Road. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

St. Louis County Association of Townships     

Meeting Minutes. 

 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 

p.m. with a motion by Supervisor Opack, second 

by Chair Franckowiak. No objections, meeting   

adjourned. (This meeting was taped for trans-

cribing purposes only.) 
 

   * * * * * *  

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen 

was held on Monday, January 9, 2017, at the 

Gnesen 

Town Hall. The following officers were present: 

George I. Franckowiak Chair 

Dave Opack Supervisor 

Jon Nelson Supervisor 

Toni Blomdahl Deputy Clerk 

Paul Glaesemann Treasurer 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by 

Chair George Franckowiak. The Town Board and 

Town Employees stood and recited the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. Motion to approve the     

agenda was moved by Supervisor Dave Opack, 

second by Supervisor Jon Nelson and unani-

mously approved. Minutes of the December 12, 

2016 and the December 26, 2016 meetings were 

unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor 

Opack, second by Supervisor Nelson. Motion by 

Supervisor Nelson second by Supervisor Opack, 

all in favor to accept the Treasurerôs report. 

Continued on next pageé. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 

P&Z matter-Property owners attorney has answered 

the complaint and our attorney is working on this. 

Community Block Grant- Supervisor Nelson made a 

presentation on our request on January 4th in Mt. 

Iron, MN. and he will be back there on the 11th to 

answer any questions and to address the issue of 

our tax base. Supervisor Nelson stated we should 

know sometime in February if we received the grant. 

P&Z matter-Our attorney is working on this matter. 

Annual Town Election-Filing closes on January 17th. 

Reminder-We will work on the emergency plan at 

our bi-monthly meeting January 23rd. The clerk has 

received a call from someone who is interested in 

helping the township prepare an emergency plan. 

Weed Inspector-Supervisor Nelson talked with   

Kristin Fogard, the new County Ag Inspector and 

she stated that most townships are just training their 

grader operator to recognize the noxious weeds and 

take care of them when they locate them. Super-

visor Nelson made a motion, second by Chair 

Franckowiak, all in favor to have our grader operator 

as the weed inspector. Supervisor Nelson will     

handle getting the forms emailed to Kristen. 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency-The MPCA   

announced an official public comment period, from 

December 19, 2016 thru February 2, 2017 on  

proposed amendment. The Town Board had no 

comments to submit. 

Conditional Use Permit-The CUP for Suzieôs Green-

house was approved by the Town Board with the 

conditions imposed by the P&Z Board. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Grader operatorôs road report-Tom Haller reported 

that all roads were open and clear. Tom noted that 

there was no water backing up on Lawnwood or    

Musolf Road. He also noted that the road number 

signs are missing for a number of our roads. The 

clerk will contact the county about this matter. The 

Berg Road name sign has been installed by the  

county and the trucks have been moved out of the 

way for snowplowing on the lanes. 

Gnesen Community Center Building Manager report

-Toni Blomdahl reported that she has hired a skating 

rink attendant and he will man the warming house 

on Friday night and Saturday night. 

Gnesen News-Cindy Erickson stated that we have 

101 people requesting the newsletter by email and 

315 receiving it by mail. Cindy reported that our web-

site is being used. 

Duluth Area Townships Meeting-The Board was    

given the 2017 schedule for DAT Meetings, the  

agenda for the January 19th meeting and the minutes 

for October. 

Liquor License-The Town Board went over the       

requests for 2017-2018 liquor license renewal. Super-

visor Nelson made a motion, second by Supervisor 

Opack, Board approved to grant the request for the 

following liquor licenses: A. P. Liquor, Boondockôs 

Saloon & Grill, Gnesen Convenience Store, LLC,   

Island Lake Inn and Silver Fox Lodge. They will be 

sent to the County for final approval. 

Outdoor Recreation Grant Program-The DNR is    

offering the Outdoor Grant Program again and the 

Deputy Clerk will submit an application. 

Board of Audit Meeting-January 30, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

Three pieces of correspondence were received. 

One building permit was turned in for the month of 

December 2016. 

Disbursements #13757 through #13784 and four 

Electronic Transfers were read, approved and signed 

for payment for a total of $10,709.16 with a motion by 

Chair Franckowiak, second by Supervisor Opack, all 

in favor to pay the disbursements. 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:02 

p.m. with a motion by Supervisor Nelson second by 

Chair Franckowiak. No objections, meeting ad-

journed. (This meeting was taped for transcribing pur-

poses only.) 

Disclaimer statement -The minutes of the meeting 

published in this paper are not official as they have not 

been read and approved by the Town Board. 



STUMPYõS 
Automotive repair specializing in  

transmissions  

      4923 Eagle Lake Rd  

 

 218-591-6974  

 218-724 -6930  
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  5ǳƭǳǘƘΣ ab рруло 
  όнмуύрнр-омно 
  ŘƎǎƻƭŜƳϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳ 
 

  WƻŘȅ /ƻƻƪŜ 
  όнмуύопу-фнсл 

Our Neighbors in the News! 
 

Jerry Niemi, a senior researcher at University of 

Minnesota Duluthôs Natural Resource Institute,   

received the Thomas S. Roberts Memorial Award 

from Minnesota Ornithologists Union. The UMD  

biology professor was honored for his documenta-

tion of Minnesotaôs breeding bird populations from 

2009-13 in his project ñMinnesota Breeding Bird  

Atlasò. University of Minnesota Press plans to pub-

lish the project in 2018. 

Matt Thibodeau has been elected to the board of 

the Iron Mining Association of Minnesota. 

Mia Thibodeau was named as a shareholder of the 

Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick law firm. 

Thibodeau has been with Fryberger since 2006. 

She earned her juris doctor at Willamette University 

College of Law in Salem, Ore. 
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In-home support for Seniors 
 

218-722-5009 
 

www.trilliumeldercare.com 
 
 

¶ Compassion, Comfort & Quality Care 

¶ Trained Professional Staff 

¶ Respect & Patience 

¶ Companionship 

Congratulations to Leeana and Allen Process on 

the birth of their baby girl, Feeanna Maria Virginia, 

on December 14, 2016. 

 

Congratulations to Clifford and Mary Lou Solem 

who recently celebrated their 60th wedding      

anniversary.   

 



 

 

 

 

* High quality Day Camps for grades K-12 

* Birthday parties, youth & adult group rates 

* Fredenberg/Island Lake/Lake Superior Kayaking 

* Rock Climbing & Portable Climbing Wall 

* Draft Horse Wagon Rides & Driving Lessons 

* Dog Sledding & Skijoring 

 
218-391-0147 or 218 -428-5990 

SNOWBIRD WILLIES  

BOAT CANVAS  

 

          Owners                    
                                           Bill & Kari Lisiecki 

218 -940 -1921  

6660 Rice Lake Rd ϊ Duluth, MN 55803  
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WINTER SAFETY  

Winter is making itself known in the Northland once again, 

and as hardy Minnesotans we love our out-doors so we 

want to remind you to be safe out there.  

Check the ice before you go on it. We often see cars and 

trucks as well as snowmobiles and ATVs on the ice, but 

make sure it is thick enough first. Also be aware of the 

conditions out there. Some of our lakes have open spots 

year round and for a surprisingly large surface area, there 

can be a lot of traffic on the lakes.  

Make sure you follow posted trails for your sport, what-

ever it may be. If a trail is posted for skiers,  

snowmobilers should not be using them or vice versa. Car 

drivers need to be aware of snow-mobilers as they travel 

the trails that intersect with roadways. Remember to dress 

warm, let people know your plans and route if riding, carry 

your cell phone and be careful while out enjoying the win-

ter.  

Also make sure that the snow is being removed safely and 

in accordance with state statutes from your driveway. MN 

Statute 160.2715 states, ò(a) Except for the actions of the 

road authorities, their agents, employees, contractors and 

utilities in carrying out their duties imposed by law or con-

tract, and except as herein provided, it shall be unlawful to: 

(1) obstruct any highway or deposit snow or ice thereon, 

and (b) any violation of this section is a misdemeanor.ó In 

essence this means that when you plow your driveway you 

canõt push snow across the roadñbe it state, county or 

cityñinto the street and leave it there to get it out of your 

driveway. This includes the ditch and right-of-way. While 

this is considered a misdemeanor, if your actions can be 

proved to have caused a hazard (slippery area, frozen rut) 

that contributes to a motor vehicle or pedestrian accident, 

you could find yourself in a civil suit.  

http://images.dnr.state.mn.us/education_safety/safety/ice/ice_thickness_lrg.jpg


Sympathy of the community is extended to: 

 

The family and friends of Theodore Stanley  
Johnson, who passed away on December 11, 

2016. 

 
The family and friends of Sandra Joy Shaw, who 

passed away on December 23, 2016. 

 
The family and friends of Dr. Winfield S. Gibbs, 

who passed away on December 31, 2016. 
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Family of God Lutheran Church     
4097 Martin Road     724-9210      

             Pastor: Rev. Laura Berdahl 
   www.fogduluth.org   

 ofice@fogduluth.org~pastor@fogduluth.org 
                    

 "Praising God, Strengthening Families,  
Serving the Community" 

                            Schedule 
              Sunday   9 a.m.    Worship with Holy Communion 
                            10 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
                            10:15  Fun time Sunday (Age 3 thru 6th grade) 
               

 Traditional Worship: 1st, 2nd, 4th Sundays 
 Contemporary Worship: 3rd Sunday   

 

Welcome Visitors & Guests: Please know that you are welcome! 
Come, sit back and relax and find out what we are al about. 

 

Confirmation for 7th-9th grades: Wednesday nights 6:30pm at 
Concordia Lutheran starting February 1  
 

Fun Time Sunday: 10:15am , Age 3 - 6th grade 
 

Grief Support Group: 4th Wednesday of each month at 1 pm   - 
February 16   
 

Every Thursday:   9 a.m.  World Relief Quilting 
 

ñSewing Seedsò:   2nd and 4th Tuesdays each month at 6:30 
pmðFebruary 14 & 28    
 

Bible Study: At Woodland Gardens Community Room, 2:00pm 
   (2nd & 4th Tuesdays each month) February 14 & 28 

Upcoming Events: 
Movies: Third Friday of the monthðFebruary 17ð7 pm 
               Third Sunday of the monthðFebruary 19ð11 am 

Ash Wednesday is March 1. Worship at 7 pm 
Soup suppers and Lenten worship Wednesdays in Lent starting 
March 8 
 

www.facebook.com/FamilyofGodDuluth        

 

7ÁÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ ,ÉÆÅ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 
άΨΨΧ 2ÉÃÅ ,ÁËÅ 2ÄȢ 

έΨΧ-ΪΪέά      ×ÁÔÅÒÓÏǨÉÆÅÌÃȢÏÒÇ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ɀ ΧΦȡΦΦ ÁÍ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Nursery, Sunday School & Confirmation Programs, 

Vacation Bible School, Adult Growth Groups 
Come Worship With Us 

 

Bubbling Brook Child Care Center  
Faith -based, licensed child care  

****4 - Star Parent Aware Rated  

6221 Rice Lake Rd. ð 721-4699  

bubblingbrook@watersoflifelc.org  

Infants through Preschool  

Afterschool Care & Summer School -age Programs  

mailto:bubblingbrook@watersoflifelc.org


 

ENROLLED AGENT  

360 Accounting Solutions, LLC 
 

Secure, Confidential,  Accurate, Rapid Service 12 months a year 
 

Located right here in Gnesen Township ϊ Accepting new clients for this tax  

season  

 

Contact Stephen at: 

 

Cell or Text: 218-391-8895 

Email:  stephen@arksbizgrow.com 

www.360accountingsolutions.com 

 

4455 Forest Road ϊ Duluth, MN 55803-9248 
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The Skating Rink is Open!  
 
The skating rink is open 24/7 except 

when the weather is too warm. 

 
The warming house is open only on 

Friday & Saturday evenings with adult super-

vision from 5:00-10:00pm . You are responsible 

for supervising your children during any other  

skating time.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact Toni at 

218-340-4625. 

 

Thanks and have a wonderful skating season! 

  

Successful Nature Photography 

SATURDAY FEB 25, 2017  1-4:00 P.M. 

Boulder Lake Environmental Learning Center 

$20  SPACE LIMITED TO 8 PARTICIPANTS 

More information:  218-721-3731 or 

jdgeissl@d.umn.edu 

 

FEATURING INSTRUCTOR MARK BERGMAN 

 

Did you ever wonder how those beautiful nature 

photographs were taken? The silky flow of water 

over a waterfall. The fine detail in a wildflower. The 

golden color in a landscape. Freezing a bird in flight. 

This session will unlock the secrets of good nature 

photography and teach you techniques to improve 

your photographs.  

Enjoying the Outdoors in Gnesen Township 

Boulder Lake Ski Trails 
 

Located 18 miles north of Duluth, the groomed trails 

are in nice primitive outdoor setting. The trails     

feature the "Wolfski's Ski Den" warming shack, open 

daily sunrise to sunset. In addition to the 21 kilo-

meters of classical skiing, there are also 15 kilo-

meters groomed for skate-skiing. Trails are groomed 

Fridays and Mondays, and/or as needed. No fee or 

Minnesota State Ski Pass is required.  
Snowmobiling 
See map of area trails at http://www.boulderlake.org/

documents/maps/Island%20Rec%20sites.pdf 
  


