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TOWN OF GNESEN 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING,  

ELECTION OF OFFICERS, AND  

BOARD OF CANVASS MEETING  

 
NOTICE is hereby given to the qualified voters of Gnesen Township, County of 

St. Louis, and State of Minnesota, that the Annual Election of Town Officers and 

Annual Township Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 10, 2020.  In case of 

inclement weather, the meeting and election may be postponed until the third 

Tuesday in March.  In the event of inclement weather, listen to local radio sta-

tions for election information.  Absentee voting is open February 7-March 10, 

2020.  Office will be open on March  7th 10:00 to noon and Marc h 9th 8:30-5:00 

for absentee voting. 

 
The Election Poll hours:  Polls open at 5:00 p.m. and close at 8:00 p.m., at which 

time the voters will elect: 
     One (1) Supervisor for a three (3) year term-Ed Franckowiak is running unop-

posed. 

      
The Annual Meeting will commence at approximately 8:30 p.m. to conduct all 

necessary business prescribed by law. 

 

The Annual Election and Meeting will be held at the following location: 

       *Gnesen Community Center 

         6356 Howard Gnesen Road 

         Duluth, Minnesota 55803 

(*Note the polling place change of location.  Voting will now take place at 

the Community Center instead of the former location, which was the Gnesen 

Town Hall.) 

 
The Board of Canvass, which consists of the Supervisors not on the ballot, will 

meet immediately after the polls close and ballots are counted, to certify the offi-

cial election results. 

Lottie Haller, Clerk 
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done towards the CDBG Grant.  They havenôt 

done anything with the hose to flood the rink.  

Hood for over the stove and oven was installed.  

Supervisor Franckowiak said to let Kurt Blegen 

know that the pull tabs need to be pulled from 

the garage and Community Center and brought to 

the fire hall to be shredded.  Chair Nelson is still 

researching making the Center a historical site.  

Supervisor Opack will look into getting a flag 

pole installed in the spring at the Center. 

Playscape Open house-Three Owls is suggesting 

that we form a sub-committee to work on the 

playscape project because the DNR Grant money 

needs to be spent by April to build the playscape.  

Chair Nelson will talk to Matt Whiting to see if 

he is interested in helping and Sarah will give 

Lottie an ad to put in the Gnesen Newsletter 

looking for volunteers to serve on this commit-

tee. 

Bonding-The money has been deposited in our 

account. 

Broadband-Jon Nelson stated there is nothing 

new to report tonight. 

Trail signs-Sarah stated that the UMD students 

did a wonderful power point presentation on the 

trail signs.  They discussed having a disc that you 

can scan with your phone that will give you in-

formation about things you can see along the trail 

and we can change the information for the sea-

sons.  They also gave Sarah a binder with lots of 

information on history of Gnesen and stated that 

there is more information at the Minnesota His-

torical Society.  Chair Nelson stated that we 

should be able to meet the April 30th deadline for 

the DNR Grant money and he will talk to Ken 

Gilbertson about working on trails early next 

year.  

Comprehensive Land Use Plan-Chair Nelson 

made a motion, second by 

Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 
 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was 

held on Tuesday, December 9, 2019, at the Gnesen 

Town Hall.   
 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Chair 

Jon Nelson.  Motion to approve the agenda was moved 

by Supervisor Opack, second by Supervisor Francko-

wiak and Board approved.  Minutes of the November 

12, 2019 Town Board Meeting were unanimously ap-

proved with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Su-

pervisor Franckowiak.  
 

Treasurerôs report was read. There were three out-

standing checks for a total of $1,668.08.  (Amount is 

off $39.00 from the bank because of a credit that the 

bank gave us back but not on the statement yet.)  Su-

pervisor Franckowiak made a motion, second by Su-

pervisor Opack.  Board approved to accept the treas-

urerôs report as presented.   

   

OLD BUSINESS: 

Grader-Supervisor Opack contacted Ziegler and they 

gave him a verbal quote.  The Supervisors went over 

the information from Ziegler and McCoy about the 

grader; such as warranty, trade-in for our old grader, 

and financing.  Supervisor Opack made a motion, sec-

ond by Supervisor Franckowiak, all in favor to pur-

chase a 2018 John Deere 672G Motor Grader with an 

annual payment over a five year period. 

GCC projects- Sarah Blix gave an update on all the 

projects that are going on at the Community Center.  

Much discussion went into all the projects and Chair 

Nelson made a motion to accept the $4,579.00 change 

of order request to add: insulate old roof drain, and add 

bathroom and kitchen heaters as supplemental heating 

sources, second by Supervisor Franckowiak and Board 

approved.  Chair Nelson stated he made an executive 

decision on the gas piping cost for kitchen equipment 

and he wanted to make a motion to ratify that decision.  

Supervisor Opack second the motion to spend an addi-

tional $3,474.00 on that project.  All voted in favor.  

Sarah Blix mentioned that the contractor is behind 

schedule-there is no brick on the front of the building.  

Architect Stacey Harter is requiring them to finish the 

brick work now.  They have done the prep work for 

painting the gym.  Final payment will not be paid until 

after the asphalt is done in the spring.  Mike Vidmar 

from CDBG and the Supervisor will do a walk through 

with a punch list on the 23rd to see what work has been 

Continued on page 3 
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Supervisor Franckowiak; Board approved moving for-

ward with getting the survey on-line with survey mon-

key through Josh Bergstad at ARDC. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Grader operatorôs road report-Tom Haller, grader op-

erator, reported that he travelled the township roads 

today and they are in good winter conditions.  The 

Town Board told Tom to get a shaft for the snow 

blower and some extra chain to have on hand.  Super-

visor Opack discussed the problem with snowplowing 

on the Tracy Road in front of the Boys and Girls Club 

property. 

Gnesen Community Center Building Manager-Sarah 

would like to have the skating rink flooded by Decem-

ber 20th.  Supervisor Franckowiak stated that he will 

check on Wednesday to see if the fire department has 

some hoses and nozzles for us to use to flood the rink, 

after the fire department puts down the first layer. 

Sarah Blix discussed the electrical quotes she got to 

bring power to our desks and lighting for our office 

when we move over to the Community Center.  This 

matter was tabled until our next meeting so the Board 

has time to look over the proposal.  Sarah also men-

tioned that the Emergency Exit lights need to be re-

paired or replaced.  She asked about phone lines for 

the Center, do we want one line or two lines and this 

was tabled until our next meeting. There was discus-

sion on rental fees and this was also tabled until our 

next meeting. 

Kitchen appliances-Supervisor Opack mentioned that 

we still have to purchase some appliances for the new 

kitchen at the Center.  

Gnesen Community Newsletter-Clerk Haller sent the 

December Newsletter to the printer on Friday.  Clerk 

stated that she forgot to run the ad for someone to 

serve on the CDBG Advisory Committee. 

Candidate filing period-Filing opens on December 31st 

and runs through January 14, 2020.  Ed Franckowiakôs 

term is up in March 2020 so he will have to file if he 

wants to run for the Supervisor position again.   

Collecting traffic fines-Tabled until our next meeting. 

St. Louis County Association of Townships- Meeting 

minutes and calendar in the packet for tonightôs meet-

ing. 
  
Zoning Officerôs Report: 

Zoning Officer Nathan Horyza gave a summary of all 

the zoning issues that he addressed this past month.   

                                                     Continued on page 5 

 

The results of the 2020 Census are critically important 

because this once-a-decade census data helps busi-

nesses, researchers, and communities make decisions. 

The data can help inform where your community needs 

a new fire department, more funding for school 

lunches, or new roads.  

 

Our mission is to serve as the nationôs leading provider 

of quality statistics about its people and economy. We 

couldnôt produce this information without you. Re-

sponsible data stewardship is how we maintain your 

trust. 

Being responsible stewards of your data is not only 

required by law but also embedded in our culture. 

 

The Law Protects Your Information 

 

Under Title 13 of the U.S. Code, your information must 

be kept confidential, and your answers cannot be used 

against you by any government agency or court. Any-

one who violates this law faces severe penalties. 

 

We Use Cutting-Edge Safeguards To Protect Your 

Identity  

 

We do not identify individuals in the statistics we pub-

lish. Our policies and safeguards help us ensure the 

confidentiality of your information. Our Disclosure 

Review Board verifies that any product we release 

meets our confidentiality standards. 

 

 

 



 

  LENNOX·HEATING & COOLING·SHEET METAL 

  D.G. SOLEM & SONS 
  5845 Jean Duluth Road 
  Duluth, MN 55803 
  (218)525-3123 
  dgsolem@aol.com 
 

  Jody Cooke 
              (218)348-9260 

Please return your survey by  

February 3. 
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Playscape 

Committee 
 

     We are looking for volunteers interested in 
being part of a committee to help with the 
planning and construction of the new nature 
playscape at the Gnesen Community Center.  
Construction will be taking place in the 
spring of 2020.  If you are interest, please 
call Sarah at 218-721-3158 or email at 
sarah@gnesen.org. 

Church  

 

Itõs not Where you are, 

 

Itõs Who You are! 

 

DuluthHouseChurch.com  

    

            Thank you! 

Thank you to Dave Opack, who took the township 

snowplow truck and Tom Haller, who took the 

township grader and went out during the recent St. 

Louis County snowplow strike and opened the town-

ship portion of the roads in our township.  It is reas-

suring to know that in an emergency we can provide 

safety for our residents. 

Broadband 
The MN Deed Office released the broadband 

awards today and unfortunately we did not get the 

award.  To properly fund all the applications, they 

would have needed around $70M and the program 

only allocated $20M for this round of funding.  

Kevin Olson is working on a broadband roadmap to 

see what other options may be available to us 

through other sources,  He stated that we have the 

State of MN again this year, and there may be a 

couple Federal programs he is looking at as well.  

Donôt be discouraged and please donôt think we are 

done.  He will keep working on this! 


