Gnesen Town Office
and
Gnesen Community Center
6356 Howard Gnesen Rd
Duluth, MN 55803
721-3158
Office Hours:
Wed. 8:30-3:30am

Upcoming Dates to
Note: Tentative

http://gnesen.org



July 13, 8:00 p.m.—
Town Board Mtg.



July 15, 7:30 p.m.—
Planning Commission

 July 27, 8:00 p.m.—
Town Board Mtg.
 August 10, 8:00 p.m.Town Board Mtg.
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Caden Blix and Matt Whiting building the trail
kiosk.

Playscape

Owen and Isaiah Blix taking a break from all their
hard work on the playscape.

Playscape
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Logan Christiansen, Amelia, Olivia and Isaiah Blix
testing out the new rope course in the playscape.

Randy, Caden and Sarah Blix, Matt Whiting and
Nick Lepak hauling in the base for the stage for the
playscape.

Logan and Amelia raking out mulch in the
playscape.

Nick Lepak using his tractor to dip up some roots
in the playscape.
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Amelia Blix testing out the new web swing.

Sign the Boy Scouts made and the Blix family
planted flowers to make a welcoming sign to
the Community Center.

Ken Gilbertson, Isaiah and Logan working on
the rope course

One of the baskets to the new disc golf
course. (Discs not included.)
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ST LOUIS COUNTY WANTS TO MAP YOUR BROADBAND SPEED
St Louis County, in partnership with the Range Area Municipalities and Schools, is attempting to map
broadband internet speeds across the county. You can help this effort by taking just a minute to conduct a
speedtest with whatever device you use to access the internet. The speed test can be found at https://
expressoptimizer.net/public/. This is best done during "prime time" - early evening - but whenever convenient for you. This will help the County and will help your Town Board and potential internet providers understand where the needs for high-speed broadband internet are greatest. You can learn more about the
County broadband mapping effort at https://broadband.ramsmn.org/2020/04/13/st-louis-county-broadband
-speed-test/ including viewing the speed test map as it has developed. This mapping effort is confidential
and no personal information is included in the speedtest. During the covid19 pandemic, our students, our
businesses, and all of our citizens need high-speed internet more than ever. Mapping speeds is a useful tool
in demonstrating where the slow speeds and faster speeds are, and will help justify broadband investments
in Gnesen Township. Thank you for your assistance in providing your broadband speed to this mapping
effort!

National Night Out
It is with great sadness that we will
have to cancel our Annual National
Night Out event in August due to the
Covid-19 restrictions.
The Town Board would like to encourage you to take some time to come
over to the Community Center and see
the new playscape, walk the trails or
play a round of disc golf.

Outdoor Message Center
Check out our new Outdoor Message Center where
you will find all the information on what is going on
in the Township, such as upcoming meetings, cancellations, elections, etc.

You are also invited to come and view
the improvements made to the inside
of the building such as the office,
Community Room, gym and kitchen
when the Center is open or make an
appointment with one of the staff to
show you around the building.
We still have some repairs to make,
like new flooring in the halls, painting
of the halls, new front entryway (door
and new steps) and a new gym floor,
but that will be in the next phase of
improving your town community center.
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Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen

May 11, 2020
The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was
held on Monday, May 11, 2020, at the Gnesen Community Center. The meeting was called to order at
8:00 p.m. by Chair Jon Nelson. Motion to approve the
agenda was moved by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Opack and Board approved. Minutes from the
Board of Appeals & Equalization Meeting were also
included in their packet.
Minutes of the April 27, 2020 Town Board Meeting
were unanimously approved with a motion by Chair
Nelson, second by Supervisor Opack.
Treasurer’s report was read. There were two outstanding checks for a total of $3,770.00. Chair Nelson made
a motion, second by Supervisor Franckowiak, Board
approved to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.
OLD BUSINESS:
GCC projects-Sarah Blix stated that she had Don
Chesney come out to look at the fountain job and she is
waiting for a quote from him. Sarah purchased a new
mailbox and post and Jody Cooke will install it. We
have received the pickleball paddles and balls that were
ordered and Jody put up the second net in the tennis
court. Sarah will purchase a bin to store the pickleball
equipment in, which will be left outside for residents to
use.
Covid-19 supplies and donation-We have received the
masks, gloves and sanitizer that was requested that we
have on hand in case it is needed. Supervisor
Franckowiak asked about the check for the fire department to purchase PPE supplies. The treasurer will
write the check tonight and we will use the email as the
letter requesting the donation. Chair Nelson and Supervisor Franckowiak contacted the local churches to
find out if they knew any residents that could use a little extra help with meals during this pandemic and they
have not gotten a response from them as of tonight.
Mary Bjorklund will check with them again.
Playscape-Everything has been ordered that they will
need to make the playscape, except the gravel that they
need to create a small trail that will go out from the
playscape and loop back around to the playscape,
which will make it handicap accessible. Supervisor
Opack will talk to Ulland Brothers about purchasing
approximately 100 yards of gravel from them for the
trail. They have set the date of May 23rd at 8:00 a.m.
to work on the playscape and Chair Nelson stated that
anyone that had some spare time is welcome to come
help.

Janitor position at GCC-We hired Jody Cooke
to be the new janitor and he started on April
29th. Chair Nelson introduced Jody to everybody. Jody will also be trained in on operating the grader.
Flagpole at the Community Center-We are
waiting for a quote from Northern Welding.
New computers-Paul Glaesemann has received the two new computers and he is
downloading our information/files on them
and will bring them to the office this week.
We will purchase cameras for the computers
so we can do Zoom Meeting on them.
Gravel auction-Supervisor Opack talked to St.
Louis County Land & Timber and this is
something they normally do where they put it
out for auction to private contractors to bid on
but the gravel must be used only on a County
road project.
NEW BUSINESS:
Grader operator’s road report-Tom Haller,
grader operator, reported that he has graded
most of the township roads. He mentioned
that there was a lot of frost boils on the West
Pioneer Road down from the old Town Hall.
Tom & Lottie went on a road review last
week. Tom mentioned we will need to replace a few culverts and the amount of gravel
we will need is almost the same amount as
last year. *See road review minutes. Supervisor Opack stated that he would like Jody
Cooke to accompany Tom when they lay the
gravel so he can see what roads are township
roads and how we do the work. Supervisor
Franckowiak would like to help spot the
trucks. Supervisor Opack will contact Ulland
Brothers to see when we can purchase gravel
and he will also contact Mike Grubb to see
when he is available to haul the gravel. Supervisor Opack is working with Dave
Continued on page 7
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Marciniak, Minnesota Power about a turn around on
the Tracy Road. Supervisor Opack went and painted
the spot with orange paint and Dave Marciniak said he
will go out and check the area and get back to us on
this matter.
Gnesen Community Center Building Manager-Sarah
Blix stated that she and Jody Cooke walked around the
whole facility and made a wish list of things that need
to be done around the facility. Jody stated that he cut
some trees out of the tennis court. He stated that we
could use a rake and a wheelbarrow for the Center. He
also stated that he got the convection oven up and running. He found that the stove is set up for natural gas
and it has a pilot light, which might not be safe for a
community center where different people will be using
the stove. Jody stated that the refrigerator needs some
new castors. The Board does not have any concerns
with Jody getting the castors and installing them.
Chair Nelson said that we should set up a budget so
when things come up like this, they wouldn’t have to
come to the Supervisors to get approval for the smaller
amounts. Chair Franckowiak suggested setting up a
line item amount. We will discuss this more at our
next meeting.
Gnesen Community News-Clerk Haller stated that the
two advertisers that had not paid for their 2019 ads in
the newsletter have paid for them now.
School Board Elections-We received an email from
the Duluth School Board stating that they will be holding a special election in conjunction with the Primary
and General elections for an At-Large-School Board
Member.
DAT Meeting Minutes-The minutes for the January
DAT Meeting were included in the packet.
Zoning Officers Report-Nathan Horyza stated that he
has had several calls from people who could not tell
the different colors on our map on the website. Discussion followed and Clerk Haller will do some research and find out who made the maps and see if we
can get the colors changed. He also gave an update of
the permits and the questions that he has answered.

Town Board Meeting-Tuesday, May 26, 2020-8:
p.m.if needed. We will cancel this meeting unless something that needs immediate attention
comes up. Clerk will send an update to the Supervisors when the meeting gets closer as to
whether we will cancel or hold the meeting and
post it on the website.
Disbursements #14861 through #14880 with four
electronic transfers, were read, approved and
signed for payment for a total of $19,376.62 with
a motion by Supervisor Opack, second by Supervisor Franckowiak, all voted in favor to pay the
disbursements.

No further business, the meeting adjourned at
8:58 p.m. with a motion by Chair Nelson, second
by Supervisor Franckowiak. No objections,
meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for
transcribing purposes only.)
Visitors attending the meeting: None. Employees present: Jody Cooke, Tom Haller and Nathan
Horyza. Employee absent: None
***************************************

Town of North Star
Job Posting

The Town of North Star is seeking applications for the following part-time positions. The
requirements and duties for each position are provided on their website northstartownship.org/
jobs.
 Town Clerk-approximately 5-15 hours per
month.
 Town Treasurer-approximately 5-15 hours
per month.
 Weed Inspector-Summer

CORRESPONDENCE:
No correspondence was received other than what is
mentioned above.

If you are interested in any of these positions,
please provide the following information to the
Board of Supervisors. If you have any questions
about these positions, please call Janet Keough at
218-343-5007.
 Brief resume of your education and experience.
 Letter detailing why you are interested and
qualified for the position.

Upcoming meetings:
Planning Commission-May 20, 2020-7:30 p.m. Tentative
DAT Meeting-May 21, 2020-Tentative

Board of Supervisors
Town of North Star
7700 Pequaywan Lake Road
Duluth, MN 55803

Feedback from the Supervisors to the Planning
Commission-No feedback as of tonight.
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Sympathy of the community is extended to:
























Nathan and Tessa Horyza and family on the
passing of Nathan’s grandfather, Royal
“Bruce” Routh on March 14, 2020.
Bonita Nelson and family on the passing of
Bonita’s husband , Richard Nelson on April 10,
2020.
Dick & Millie DeBolt on the passing of their
daughter-in-law, Deborah Jo DeBolt on May
20, 2020.
Family and friends of former Gnesen residentDaniel Holte, who passed away on May 22,
2020.
Family and friends of former Gnesen residentRichard Mershon II, who passed away on May
30, 2020.
Jeremy & Dena Hagen and family on the passing of Dena’s mother, Diane Million on May
25, 2020.
Mark & Amanda Eastvold and family on the
passing of their son Everett Eastvold on June 3,
2020.
Richard & Sherry Carlson and family on the
passing of Richard’s mom, Florence Carlson on
June 6, 2020.
Eugene & Kathie Luoma, Richard & Beatrice
Ojakangas and families on the passing of Eugene and Bea’s sister, Nancy LaVoy on June 7,
2020.
Mark & Barb Dryke and family on the passing
of Mark’s mother, Genevieve Dryke on June 10,
2020.
Scott and Colleen Judnick and family on the
passing of Scott’s brother, Todd “Jake” Judnick on June 11, 2020.
John Kolar and family on the passing of his father Bernard John Kolar on June 15, 2020.

Please support our local advertisers!
If you are a resident of St. Louis County and want
to vote by absentee ballot, you must complete and
submit an absentee ballot application. Absentee ballots will be available 46 days before an election.
June 26th-August 10, 2020. Minnesota voters no
longer need a reason to vote absentee. 218-7262385. elections@stlouiscountymn.gov to obtain an
application. Voter pre-registration closes for the
State Primary on July 21, 2020.
State Primary August 11, 2020 Polls open 7:00 a.m.

Thank you

Thank you to all the people that have sent
your membership forms back and to all of
those who have given an extra donation! We
will keep you posted as to what good use we
have put the donations towards. We are excited to see all the comments and suggestions on
the forms also. It is great to see that others
feel the same way about this great building as
the Town Board does.
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CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Rylie Doherty, daughter of
Tonia Meyer-Jakubek (Dom Jakubek) of Cloquet
and Pat Doherty (Stacey Harter) of Gnesen Township on your 2020 graduation from Cloquet High
School. Rylie was in band and was accepted and
attended the college readiness program of Upward
Bound at St. Scholastica. In this program she has
earned the Firefly Award and Student of the Year
Award. Rylie enjoys snowmobiling, off road driving, camping, and being with her friends and family. Rylie will be attending UMD this fall for Mechanical Engineering.

The census is mandated by the Constitution, and
everyone living in the United States (including the
five U.S. territories) is required to participate. A
complete and accurate count is critical for you and
your community, because the results of the 2020
Census will affect community funding, congressional representation, and more.

Together, We Can Shape Our Futures

Northern Welding
Bob Abrahamson





Portable & Shop Welding
Portable Truck Crane—Fabricating
Steel Erecting—Pipe Thawing
Light & Heavy Welding on Contractors
Equipment Trucks—Farm Equipment

218-721-3361 · Cell: 218-391-8963 · Fax: 218-721-4314
5933 Howard Gnesen Rd · Duluth, MN 55803
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Attention all 2020 Graduates
If you have graduated this year, we would like
to feature you in our Newsletter. Whether you will
be graduating from preschool, high school, college, graduate school, an academy, or any institution, we would like to share in the academic accomplishments of area students.
We all know how hard this year has been on
everybody because of the “Stay at Home” orders
with the schools being closed because of the corona virus. You have missed out on a lot this spring;
like prom, sports, award ceremonies, end of the
year choir, band and orchestra concerts.
We would like to congratulate you! What we
would ask from you is that you send us a picture
and include your name, your parents’ names, place
you will be graduating from, special achievements,
(sports, clubs, honors, etc.), and any future plans
you may have.
Email your information to lottie@gnesen.org or
mail it to Gnesen Community Center-Attention
Lottie Haller-6356 Howard Gnesen Road-Duluth,
MN 55803. (If you would like your picture returned, please note that in your letter.)
If you have any questions, please feel free to
call Lottie at 721-3585 or 721-3158.

My emergency supply kit-for vehicles
This is a general list of suggested common items that
you should keep handy in an emergency supply kit
for your car. Everyone may have slightly different
needs but those on this list have been found through
experience to be the most useful. Keep them in a
preparedness bag or box in your trunk or behind the
seat (especially in winter). Not only can the items
potentially help you and your passengers, but can
allow you to help others in need.
 Drinking water
Extra non-perishable foods
 Flashlight and spare batteries
 Blankets or sleeping bags
 Jumper cables and tool kit
 First aid kit
Sand or cat litter
 Small shovel
 Gloves, hats, boots, jackets
 Red bandana or help signal

4196 Waters Edge Dr.

If you have an advertisement or an article you would like
published in the Gnesen Newsletter, please email it to lottie@gnesen.org. We will be updated the website periodically. If you are experiencing trouble with the website, please
contact me at 721-3158 and I will try to get the problem fixed
as quickly as possible.
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Family of God Lutheran Church

4097 Martin Road 218-724-9210
Pastor: Rev. Laura Berdahl
www.fogduluth.org
office@fogduluth.org~pastor@fogduluth.org
"Praising God, Strengthening Families,
Serving the Community"

Schedule
Due to current health concerns,
ALL of our in-church gatherings
have been suspended until
further notice
Find worship and other resources on our Website
(www.fogduluth.org)
And our Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/FamilyofGodDuluth)
Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/FamilyofGodDuluth

It’s not Where you are,

Waters of Life Lutheran Church
6221 Rice Lake Rd.
721-4476
watersoflifelc.org
Sunday worship – 10:00 am

It’s Who You are!

Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Confirmation,
Adult Growth Groups, Community Bible Study

Church

DuluthHouseChurch.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Come Worship With Us

Bubbling Brook Child Care Center
Faith-based, licensed child care
****4-Star Parent Aware Rated
6221 Rice Lake Rd. – 721-4699
bubblingbrook@watersoflifelc.org
Infants through Preschool
Afterschool Care & Summer School-age Programs
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Humes Plumbing & Heating
Serving the Duluth Area for Over 20 Years

Greg Humes, Master Plumber
#012371 Licensed · Bonded · Insured

CONGRATULATIONS

· New Boilers & Repairs
· Well Pumps
· Sump Pumps
· Remodeling

· In Floor Heating
· Plumbing Fixtures
· New Construction
· Lawn Irrigation Backflow
Inspection

5710 Taft Rd · Duluth, MN 55803

William “Will” Franckowiak has always been a
creator/builder, hard worker, and gentle heart that
loves to hunt, fish, and explore camping; especially in Canada on a yearly trip. From age three,
Will had no fear and would bomb the ski hill and
is still his mom and dad’s favorite hunting pal.
He would stop playing with his Legos when his
sister would come into a room just to tell her how
beautiful she was as she would dance her way
through. Will graduated from East High School
and is headed to Lake Superior College this fall to
learn more about welding and to complete his
Welding Degree. Here’s to the next part of the
journey buddy. We are so proud of you! Love
mom and dad Darin & Alisha Franckowiak

218-721-4676

Page 13

I combine my years of business and tax preparation knowledge to provide my business clients with
superior results.
Your local Gnesen Township tax professional.

Check out my services on my website at:
https:www.360Accountingsolutions.com

How Are Americans Using
Their Stimulus Payments?
About 85.5% of respondents to the U.S. Census
Bureau’s experimental Household Pulse Survey
said they had received or expected someone in
the household to receive an Economic Impact
Payment or stimulus check.
The majority of adults in households that received a stimulus check from the federal government say they used it or planned to use most of it
on household expenses.
The responses were collected June 11-16, week 7
of the survey sent to 1,172,900 households by
email and SMS text messages; 73,472 households responded. According to the latest survey
results released today, 15.7% used their stimulus
check to pay off debt and 14.1% planned to
mostly save it.

Gnesen Website - http://gnesen.org
Online Burning Permit System

The online burning permit system will now allow a Township Fire Warden to hear the current status and
restrictions for any county that is in the system as an electronic county. The public can also use this system. Follow
the steps below to get the most up-to-date information
regarding burning restrictions:
1.
2.
3.

Call the 866 phone number (866-533-2876)
Punch in option 7 followed by the # sign.
Punch in the county number followed by the # sign
(69 for St. Louis and 09 for Carlton)

If you have any questions, please contact the Cloquet DNR
Forestry at 218-878-5642 or one of Gnesen’s Fire
Wardens:
Tom & Lottie Haller
721-3585
Dave & Nancy Werner 348-9466 or 348-4971
Genevieve Lepak
721-4068
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Quality Garage Door Service LLC

Sales - Service - Installation
Residential Commercial
When Service and Quality Matter
218-721-4746
218-390-0540
4510 West Pioneer Road
Duluth, MN 55803

Gnesen Convenience
Store & Liquor
Home of Nanay’s Kitchen
6049 Rice Lake Road
Duluth, MN 55803
(218) 721-4433
COVID-19
PROPANE SPECIAL DEAL
20# - $9.99
FILIPINO AUTHENTIC FOOD
MEALS-TO-GO
COOKING SCHEDULE CAN BE FOUND
ON NANAY’S KITCHEN-BETH’S FILIPINO FOOD FROM THE HEART.
SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLIED DUE TO
THE PANDEMIC
YOUR HEALTH IS VERY IMPORTANT
TO US! SOCIAL DISTANCING IS
HIGHLY PRACTICED

Allstar Service & Accessories
329 East Central Entrance
Duluth, MN 55811
Veteran Owned & Operated Since 2004
Complete Automotive Service & Repair
5th Wheels, Trailer Hitches & Trailer Repairs
10% Military, Law Enforcement &
First Responder Discounts
ALL Services, ALL Cars, ALL The Time!
(218) 279-5200 or (218) 349-2500 cell

Mike Bellefeuille
qualityduluth@gmail.com
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TEEN SERVICES

July 2020

Community Center Calendar
July
July
July
July

5
12
19
26

10:00 a.m. AA Meeting
10:00 a.m. AA Meeting
10:00 a.m. AA Meeting
10:00 a.m. AA Meeting

Town Hall Office at the Community
Center Calendar:
Office Hours—Wednesdays 8:30-3:30pm

Meetings:
July
13
July
15
July

27

Rentals:

8:00 p.m. Town Board
7:30 p.m. Planning Commission Mtg.
8:00 p.m. Town Board
GCC/Town Hall

If you are interested in having your name added to the Teen Service list,
please call the Community Center at 721-3158. Also, please call when there
is an age or service change, or you wish to remove your information.
Will Franckowiak –18
218-348-1814
Haying, animal sitting, washing
windows, painting, landscaping &
yard work, odd jobs,
gardening.

Greta Franckowiak—16
218-348-1814
Babysitting, animal sitting &
chores, gardening and
cleaning.

Caden Blix—16
218-341-7945
Lawn mowing, garden tilling,
misc. yard work, snow
shoveling, hauling/moving, misc.
farm clean-up.

Blake Sundland—12
218-348-4394
Lawn mowing.

Brady Gray-16
218-591-1263
Outdoor yard work year round,
Fall clean-up, snow shoveling,
lawn mowing.

Dylan Gray-16
218-591-1253
Outdoor yard work year
round, Fall clean-up, snow
shoveling, lawn mowing.

All hiring and compensation for work is handled directly between
the person advertising for employment and the employer. The
Gnesen Community News does not perform background checks on
the persons advertising above and is not responsible for any problems that may arise during employment.

ALS BOOKMOBILE
SCHEDULE

LittleFreeLibrary.org

Visit your library on wheels, the Arrowhead Library
System Bookmobile. Local stops and times include:

There are three Little Free Libraries in our local area.. They
are located at the Family of God Lutheran Church, Rice Lake
City Hall and the Gnesen Community Center.

July 20, 2020
Fredenberg Community Center 1:15—1:45 p.m.
Pequaywan Inn Resort
2:30—3:00 p.m.

Take Books · Share Books · Leave Books

For further information on the Bookmobile or Mail-aBook services, write or call the Arrowhead Library
System, 5528 Emerald Avenue, MT. Iron, MN 55768
(218) 741-3840, or check the library system website
at www.alslib.info

Learn more at littlefreelibrary.org

America’s population is aging. Since 2010, there has been
a sizable 34% increase in the 65-and-older population, a
growth of approximately 13.8 million people.
Old Housing, New Needs: Only 10% of homes in the
U.S. are aging-ready, while a quarter of all older households have trouble using some of the features of their
home. Read more at:
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2020/06/old-housing-newneeds.html?
utm_campaign=20200625msacos1ccstors&utm_medium=email&utm
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Gnesen Township Newsletter
6356 Howard Gnesen Road
Duluth, MN 55803

Gnesen Township Officers & Staff
Jon Nelson
Chair

218-349-7743
jon@gnesen.org

David Opack,
Supervisor

218-590-9020

Ed Franckowiak,
Vice Chair

1-218-839-3027
ed@gnesen.org

Lottie Haller,
Clerk & Editor of newsletter

721-3585
lottie@gnesen.org

Sarah Blix,
Deputy Clerk
GCC Building Manager
Planning Commission/Sec.

721-3158
218-341-7945
sarah@gnesen.org

Mary Bjorklund,
Treasurer

218-391-7424
mary@gnesen.org

Jody Cooke
GCC Custodian

218-348-9260

Thomas Haller,
Grader Operator

721-3585

Nathan Horyza,
Zoning Officer

218-341-0208
nathan@gnesen.org

Find all township information at:
http://gnesen.org
If your name or address are in error, please call
or send a note to Lottie at the Community Center 721-3158 or lottie@gnesen.org .

Want to place an ad in the Gnesen Newsletter? Our
advertising submittal form can be found on the
Gnesen website at:

http://gnesen.org/newsletter
Print a copy of the Gnesen News Advertising
Submittal form and send to the Community Center
address
–or–
email your information to:
lottie@gnesen.org.
Ads need to be submitted by the 20th of the
month for the next month’s newsletter.

