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The Gnesen Town Board and employees wish you a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. The
Town Board would like to thank all the residents who
sent back their membership letters and donations, and
the advertisers, who faithfully put an ad in our little
newsletter each month, for making this newsletter possible. Without your support and ads we would not be
able to put out a monthly newsletter.
I, Lottie Haller, Editor would like to apologize for
this newsletter getting out late, as I had Covid-19 and
could not come to work to get the newsletter ready.
We hope 2021 will be a safe and healthy new year
for you all.
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Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen
September 28, 2020
The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, September 28, 2020, at the Gnesen
Community Center. The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Chair Jon Nelson. Motion to approve
the agenda was moved by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Franckowiak and Board approved.
Minutes of the September 14, 2020 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by
Supervisor Opack, second by Chair Nelson.
NEW BUSINESS:
Boy Scouts-Michael Jenkins, Scout Executive-Voyageurs Area Council-Michael introduce himself and
gave an update on the plans they have for the property they are leasing from Minnesota Power. Michael left
a copy of the plans and will be working with our Planning Commission to make sure everything will be
handled correctly. Supervisor Opack suggested that Michael gets a news article to the clerk about the project to include in our newsletter.
Potential platting of Minnesota Power leased land-Matt Hagelin and Jim Atkinson came to discuss their
proposal. They were asked to come back to us with the results of their survey with just a breakdown of
Gnesen lease holders. Supervisor Opack suggested that they hold an informational meeting with the property owners and also put an article in the Gnesen newsletter.
OLD BUSINESS:
GCC projects-Jody Cooke has installed the alarm on the defibrillator.
Trails-Sarah did the walk through with the DNR and they were very impressed with what has been done
with the trails and the disc golf. Sarah mentioned that some of the trail signs have been broken. Jody fixed
the web swing. The DNR wants an ADA trail leading to the ADA swing and Sarah will work on getting
that trail in. Sarah has purchased the “Trails closed during hunting season” sign and it will be installed
soon.
Berg Road-No updates yet as the new attorney is looking over the files.
Zoning issue-No updates yet as the new attorney is looking over this file also.
MATIT Insurance coverage-Bruce Carmen was here and looked at the buildings and we mentioned the
trails, playscape, disc golf and ice skating and he will send his recommendations as to whether we have
enough coverage on all of these projects and our buildings.
CARES-Air Exchange-We will table this until next month to find out if the quote we received is for the
whole building or just the gym.
Striping Island Lake Drive and West Pioneer Road-Table until next spring.
Waterline for the skating rink-It is marked and ready to go, we are just waiting for Gopher One to come out
and do their marking and then Jody will install the water line.
Flag pole-Sarah has ordered the pole and Supervisor Opack and Jody decided where to have it installed.
We will discuss later if we need to add additional lighting for the flag.
Installation/placement of the Waters of Life sign they donated to the Community Center-Jody will put some
legs on the sign to make it portable and then he will place it on the property.
Front entryway-Sarah stated that the front steps have been replaced, the railing is being fixed, the doors
have been ordered but are a few weeks out. Randy Larson is repairing the columns and they will be ready
in a week or two.
Fuel tank nozzle and hose-Tom Haller has purchased them and installed them.
Tracy Road turnaround-Supervisor Opack stated he has no updates on this.
Old pull tabs from the Community Center-They have been shredded.
Automatic sanitizer dispensers-Sarah has purchased and Jody has installed all of them except the ones in
the Community Room.
Signs-Vic Lund, St. Louis County, said that it is a township road and we have jurisdiction over whether we
put up signs or not. The Board approved ordering two pedestrian and two next mile signs and make sure
they meet the reflective requirements.
Continued on Page 3
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Woodland Beach property-Nathan H. will talk to our lawyer about how we go about selling this piece of
property and report back to us next month.
Comprehensive Land Use Plan-The Planning Commission asked ARDC to come back with a draft Comp
Plan based off of our survey results so the Commission can move forward with a Public Hearing to adopt
our Comp Plan.
NEW BUSINESS:
Snowplowing for the 2020/2021 season-Supervisor Opack will get some quotes and we will discuss this at
next month’s meeting.
Putting the Planning Commission Meeting Minutes and agenda on our website-We received a request to
have the minutes and the agenda put on our website. It was decided that because the agenda can change
right up until meeting time, to not put the agenda but to put the minutes on the website.
Port-a-potty-Chair Nelson made a motion, second by Supervisor Opack and Board approved to provide a
port-a-potty that is ADA approved. Supervisor Opack asked Sarah to find out if we could change the location for the winter months to be closer to the warming shack and then closer to the trails in the spring.
Paying the lawyer to write a letter-Supervisor Opack made a motion, second by Chair Nelson, and Board
approved to have our new lawyer draw up a letter to Minnesota Power asking for a 60-day extension on
their Variance request.
Resolution #20-11 appointing election judges-Chair Nelson made a motion, second by Supervisor Opack
and Board approved to appoint the election judges that were presented in the resolution.
Attorney’s fees-Nate L. sent an email with his agreement for Professional Legal Services and the Board approved his fees and Chair Nelson will sign the paperwork for this agreement.
CORRESPONDENCE:
Email about invasive reed threatening Minnesota waters-phragmites australis.
Email from Stephanie Hemphill asking to put articles in our newsletter about invasive plants and the Board
approved letting her put articles in the newsletter when space was available.
Letter-From St. Louis County about clearing activities on the Howard Gnesen Road.

Upcoming meetings:
Town Board Meeting-October 12, 2020-8:00 p.m.
Planning Commission Meeting-October 21, 2020-7:30 p.m.
Town Board Meeting-October 26, 2020-8:00 p.m.
No further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:54 p.m. with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Opack. No objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)
Visitors attending the meeting: Michael Jenkins, Matt Hagelin, and Jim Atkinson. Employees present Nathan Horyza. Employees absent: none
************
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen

October 12, 2020. (This meeting was held during a peacetime state of emergency/declared pandemic.)
The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, October 12, 2020, at the Gnesen
Community Center. The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Chair Jon Nelson. Motion to approve
the agenda was moved by Supervisor Opack, second by Supervisor Franckowiak and Board approved.
The Board and audience stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.
Minutes of the September 28, 2020 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by
Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Franckowiak.
Continued on page 12
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Advertising

If you have an advertisement you would like published in the Gnesen Newsletter, please email it to
lottie@gnesen.org. There is a form on our website
with the price to advertise in our newsletter.
Website
We will be updating the website periodically. If you
are experiencing trouble with the website, please
contact me at 721-3158 and I will try to get the problem fixed as quickly as possible.

Please support our local advertisers!
Thank you
Thank you to the following election judges who
help me conduct the General Election held on November 3, 2020: Sarah Blix, Janis Carlson, Sharon
Carlson, Gail Cooke, Katie Dawson, Kitten Hutchings, Martha Ritter, and Rita Sherepa.
You were great to work with and the Community
appreciates your willingness to attend the necessary
training and to work the elections.
Lottie Haller

Community Center Rentals
Due to Covid-19, the Town Board has
made the decision to not rent out the Community Center for the duration of the Corona
Virus Pandemic. Please watch this newsletter
for updates on the status of rentals.
The Town Board appreciates your patience
and understanding during this difficult time.
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Gnesen Planning & Zoning
Did you know?
Did you know if you run a business out of your
home you could be required to get a Home
Business Permit? If your business serves customers and creates excessive traffic, then a Home Business Permit is required. This permit allows the
community to have a say in whether a business
should be allowed in non-commercial areas. This
helps ensure we continue to keep the rural character of Gnesen Township.

Nathan Horyza
Nathan@gnesen.org

Town Board Meetings and
Planning and Zoning Commission Meetings will be
going to Zoom Meetings
until further notice. For
information on how to attend a Zoom Meeting please
contact Sarah Blix at
sarah@gnesen.org or at the
Town Office 721-3158.
Thank you for your
understanding.

Northern Welding
Bob Abrahamson





Portable & Shop Welding
Portable Truck Crane—Fabricating
Steel Erecting—Pipe Thawing
Light & Heavy Welding on Contractors
Equipment Trucks—Farm Equipment

218-721-3361 · Cell: 218-391-8963 · Fax: 218-721-4314
5933 Howard Gnesen Rd · Duluth, MN 55803
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Gnesen Community Center
Open Skate
Thanks to several of our amazing community members, the Gnesen skating
rink will be up and ready to use in no
time.
Open skate times for the 2020/2021
skating season are as follows:
Monday-5-8:30 p.m.
Tuesday-5-8 p.m.
Thursday-5-8 p.m.
Friday-5-9 p.m.
Sunday-3-6 p.m.
During scheduled open skate times, we
are planning to have the warming
house open and available for use. However, this is subject to change based on
Governor Walz Peacetime Orders. If
the warming house is available to use,
skaters are asked to please follow all
Covid-19 rules, which includes wearing
masks when in the warming house in order to keep everyone safe.

Abrahamson’s
Tree Farm
5933 Howard Gnesen Rd.
Open Nov. 29th—
Christmas

Contact us at
218-391-8963
Fresh cut trees, wreaths.

Please remember that open skate times
are available because of several community members’ willingness to volunteer
and they are subject to change without
much notice.
The skating rink, however, is available
to use even when the warming house is
not open.

4196 Waters Edge Dr.
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Welcome to
Family of God Lutheran Church,
ELCA

4097 Martin Road 218-724-9210
Pastor: Rev. Laura Berdahl
www.fogduluth.org
office@fogduluth.org~pastor@fogduluth.org
"Praising God, Strengthening Families,
Serving the Community"

Due to COVID-19
ALL of our in-church gatherings
have been suspended until
further notice
Cookbooks are still availablegreat Christmas gifts.
Call the office to get one (or more!)
Little Free Library is still open!
Stop by to get or leave a book
Call us with any prayer requests.

Pastor: Rev. Seth Gogolin

Find worship and other resources
on our Website www.fogduluth.org
Handicap Accessible
Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/FamilyofGodDuluth

It’s not Where you are,

Waters of Life Lutheran Church
6221 Rice Lake Rd.
721-4476
watersoflifelc.org
Sunday worship – 10:00 am

It’s Who You are!

Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Confirmation,
Adult Growth Groups, Community Bible Study

Church

DuluthHouseChurch.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Come Worship With Us

Bubbling Brook Child Care Center
Faith-based, licensed child care
****4-Star Parent Aware Rated
6221 Rice Lake Rd. – 721-4699
bubblingbrook@watersoflifelc.org
Infants through Preschool
Afterschool Care & Summer School-age Programs
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November 3, 2020 results
November 3, 2020 election results for Town of
Gnesen in person voting. (St. Louis County does
the absentee voting for Gnesen so I do not have
those results.) This will only be the top vote getters.
President and Vice President:
Donald J. Trump & Michael R. Pence
Joseph R. Biden & Kamala Harris

491
269

U. S. Senator:
Jason Lewis
Tina Smith

475
248

U. S. Representative-District 8:
Pete Stauber
Quinn Nystrom

545
212

State Senator-District 3:
Christopher Hogan
Thomas (Tom) Bakk

470
279

State Representative-District 3A:
Thomas Manninen
Rob Ecklund

477
270

County Commissioner-District 5:
Keith Musolf
Tammy Sundbom

452
198

Special Election School board Member
At-large: ISD 709:
Kelly Durick Eder

494

Associate Justice 4-Supreme Court-St. Louis
County:
Paul Thissen
409
Michelle McDonald
233
The judges that were running unopposed all received several votes.
We had 1,294 persons registered at 7:00 .m. We
had 58 new registrants on election day. We had
778 voters at the polls. (I will try to get the total
absentee count from the County and put it in next
month.)
Thank you to all the in-person voters for your patience and following the Governor’s mask and
social distancing requirements.

Humes Plumbing & Heating
Serving the Duluth Area for Over 20 Years

Greg Humes, Master Plumber
#012371 Licensed · Bonded · Insured
· New Boilers & Repairs
· Well Pumps
· Sump Pumps
· Remodeling

· In Floor Heating
· Plumbing Fixtures
· New Construction
· Lawn Irrigation Backflow
Inspection

5710 Taft Rd · Duluth, MN 55803

218-721-4676
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I combine my years of business and tax preparation knowledge to provide my business clients with
superior results.
Your local Gnesen Township tax professional.

Check out my services on my website at:
https:www.360Accountingsolutions.com

Gnesen
Community News
Sympathy of the community is extended to:
The family and friends of Barbara (Silberman)
Howard who passed away on September 2, 2020.
The family and friends of James Pauna who
passed away on October 24, 2020.
The family and friends of Richard W. Hantz who
passed away on October 24, 2020.
The family and friends of Sarah Sandstrom who
passed away on November 5, 2020.
The family and friends of Joan Ann “Honey” Olson who passed away on November 6, 2020.
The family and friends of Dianne C. Gibson who
passed away on November 14, 2020.
The family and friends of James A. Armstrong
who passed away on November 14, 2020.

The family and friends of Virginia Leslie who
passed away on November 19, 2020.
The family and friends of Margaret Hartshorn
who passed away on November 21, 2020.
The family and friends of Brad Leslie Pekkala
who passed away on November 23, 2020.
The family and friends of Joan Nading who
passed away on November 23, 2020.
The family and friends of Scott M. Beron who
passed away on November 27, 2020.
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Quality Garage Door Service LLC

Sales - Service - Installation
Residential Commercial
When Service and Quality Matter
218-721-4746
218-390-0540
4510 West Pioneer Road
Duluth, MN 55803

Gnesen Convenience
Store & Liquor
Home of Nanay’s Kitchen
6049 Rice Lake Road
Duluth, MN 55803
(218) 721-4433
FILIPINO AUTHENTIC FOOD
CUSTOM ORDER AND CATERING
AVAILABLE
PLEASE VISIT NANAY’S KITCHENBETH’S FILIPINO FOOD FROM THE
HEART.
SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLIED DUE TO
THE PANDEMIC
YOUR HEALTH IS IMPORTANT TO US!
FACE MASKS ARE REQUIRED
SOCIAL DISTANCING IS
HIGHLY APPRECIATED.

Allstar Service & Accessories
329 East Central Entrance
Duluth, MN 55811
Veteran Owned & Operated Since 2004
Complete Automotive Service & Repair
5th Wheels, Trailer Hitches & Trailer Repairs
10% Military, Law Enforcement &
First Responder Discounts
ALL Services, ALL Cars, ALL The Time!
(218) 279-5200 or (218) 349-2500 cell

Mike Bellefeuille
qualityduluth@gmail.com
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December 2020

Community Center Calendar
December
December
December
December

6
13
20
27

10:00 a.m. AA Meeting
10:00 a.m. AA Meeting
10:00 a.m. AA Meeting
10:00 a.m. AA Meeting

Town Hall Office at the Community
Center Calendar:
Office Hours—Wednesdays 8:30-3:30pm

Meetings:
December 14
December 16
December
Rentals:

28

8:00 p.m. Town Board
7:30 p.m. Planning Commission Mtg.
8:00 p.m. Town Board
GCC/Town Hall

Monday nights the Boy Scouts will be using
the Gnesen Town Hall. All other rentals
are cancelled until further notice.

ALS BOOKMOBILE
SCHEDULE
Visit your library on wheels, the Arrowhead Library
System Bookmobile. Local stops and times include:
December 14, 2020
Fredenberg Community Center 1:15—1:45 p.m.
Pequaywan Inn Resort
2:30—3:00 p.m.
For further information on the Bookmobile or Mail-aBook services, write or call the Arrowhead Library
System, 5528 Emerald Avenue, MT. Iron, MN 55768
(218) 741-3840, or check the library system website
at www.alslib.info

TEEN SERVICES
If you are interested in having your name added to the Teen Service list,
please call the Community Center at 721-3158. Also, please call when there
is an age or service change, or you wish to remove your information.
Will Franckowiak –18
218-348-1814
Haying, animal sitting, washing
windows, painting, landscaping &
yard work, odd jobs,
gardening.

Greta Franckowiak—16
218-348-1814
Babysitting, animal sitting &
chores, gardening and
cleaning.

Caden Blix—16
218-341-7945
Lawn mowing, garden tilling,
misc. yard work, snow
shoveling, hauling/moving, misc.
farm clean-up.

Blake Sundland—12
218-348-4394
Lawn mowing.

Brady Gray-16
218-591-1263
Outdoor yard work year round,
Fall clean-up, snow shoveling,
lawn mowing.

Dylan Gray-16
218-591-1253
Outdoor yard work year
round, Fall clean-up, snow
shoveling, lawn mowing.

All hiring and compensation for work is handled directly between
the person advertising for employment and the employer. The
Gnesen Community News does not perform background checks on
the persons advertising above and is not responsible for any problems that may arise during employment.

LittleFreeLibrary.org

OUR MISSION is to inspire a love of reading, build community,
and spark creativity by fostering neighborhood book exchanges
around the world.
A reminder that our community has three Little Free Libraries. They are
located at the Family of God Lutheran Church, Rice Lake City Hall and
the Gnesen Community Center.
How This Library Works
The library belongs to everyone! Anyone can use it — neighbors,
friends, and passersby. The books are always free.
Take Books
If you see something you’d like to read, take it! Some books include
a note about who gave it or has read it. You may leave your own
note in it when you’re done.
Share Books
When you’re finished with a book, you may pass it along to a friend
or return it to the Library or any other Little Free Library.
Leave Books
Your books are welcome at any Little Free Library. If your local
Library is full, there may be another Library nearby that could use
them. Especially desired are books you recommend to friends, your
childhood favorites, and books that teach and spark conversations.
Learn more at littlefreelibrary.org
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Summary of October 12, 2020 Town Board Minutes-continued from page 3
Treasurer’s report was read. There were seven outstanding checks for a total of $5,569.08. (This amount
if off .60 cents due to a bank error. The check was written for $900.60 and the bank only took out
$900.00. Mary will talk to the bank and correct this for next month.) Motion by Chair Nelson, second by
Supervisor Franckowiak, all voted in favor to accept the Treasurer’s report.
OLD BUSINESS:
Trails-Sarah has made the trail to the ADA swing from the parking lot to the swing and then to the playscape and the trails. She has emailed pictures to the DNR to get the final approval on the grant money of
$979.60. Sarah has installed the “Trails closed for hunting season” sign. Ken Gilbertson has ordered new
signs for the trails that have been broken and they will back them with plywood this time.
Attorney’s agreement-Chair Nelson has signed it and the clerk will get it mailed to Nate.
Berg Road-Nathan H. has updated Nate L. on the issue and Nate will be looking at this issue.
Zoning issue-Nate will be reaching out to the property owner’s lawyer, and request that they sign something that they will not use the accessory building for commercial business. We are also requesting that
they give us something in writing, either from St. Louis County or a licensed septic person, stating that the
tie-in that they did is up to par with no issues with it. Screen house, which was a deck and they added a
screen house on top of it, the lawyer and Nathan feels that they should fill out a building permit and pay
twice the fee for building without a building permit. As long as they agree to all three requests, that will
be the end of our Staubs issue.
MATIT Insurance Coverage-We have not heard back from them as of tonight so the clerk will call him.
CARES-Air exchange-This air exchange is needed because we have our office in this building, we hold
voting in the building, and we rent it out to residents, so due to the coronavirus, the Town Board feels for
the safety and public health of our employees, town board and the residents of the community we need to
install the air exchange in the Community Center and the Town Hall. This expense was not accounted for
in the current budget. Supervisor Franckowiak made a motion, second by Supervisor Opack, and Board
approved to accept the estimate from D.G. Solem & Sons, LLC to install an air exchange at the Community Center for an estimate cost of $24,524.00 and Chair Nelson made a motion, second by Supervisor
Opack and Board approved to install an air exchange at the Town Hall for an estimate cost of $3,985.00
with the money coming out of the CARES money we received, for both of these air exchanges. D.G. Solem will install these after the November 3rd elections. We will also purchase some hand sanitizers dispensers and cleaner for the Town Hall out of the CARES money and some additional ones for the Community Center.
Waterline for the skating rink-Jody has dug the line in and he will hook it up this week.
Flag pole-We are waiting for it to arrive.
Front entryway-Sarah is waiting for the new doors to arrive. She has painted the columns that Randy Larson has repaired and Jody will get those installed. Supervisor Opack mentioned that he would like the railings that are being repaired, installed before the election. Carter Williams will repair the window.
Waters of Life-Jody has been working to get the sign that WOL donated to the Center ready for use.
Tracy Road-Supervisor Opack reported that he had Rick’s Tree Service cut the trees and he is talking to
Gary Juten about doing the dirt work so we can have this turnaround ready when it is time to plow snow.
Signs-Sarah ordered the Pedestrian and Next Mile signs and they should be here tomorrow. Supervisor
Opack dug out some posts and Tom will get them installed when they arrive.
Woodland Beach property-Nathan will talk to our lawyer on whether we can sell this piece of property.
Snowplowing-Supervisor Opack talked to Rick’s Tree Service and Jason Shaw from J&C Home & Business Services. Rick decided to pass this year on putting in a quote. Jason turned in an estimate of what he
would charge to plow the four lanes off the Eagle Lake Road and also the Berg Road. Supervisor
Franckowiak made a motion, second by Supervisor Opack and Board approved to accept Jason’s estimate
for the 2020/2021 winter season.
Agenda for the Planning Commission-Resident Sue Lyons requested that the Planning Commission agenda be put on the website. The tentative agenda, which is subject to change right up to the meeting time,
will be added to the website.
Port-a-potty-The port-a-potty has been delivered.
Continued on Page 13
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Letter to Minnesota Power-Nate has written a letter to MN Power asking for a 60-day extension and the
letter has been mailed out certified-return receipt.
NEW BUSINESS:
Grader operator’s road report-Tom Haller drove all the township roads today and the roads are in pretty
good condition, with some wash boarding. He will go out and do some light grading. Tom will put the
wing on the grader, with Jody helping so he can learn how this is done. The plan is to replace the existing
culverts on Bergstrom Road. Supervisor Opack will contact Gary Juten to do the work.
Gnesen Community Center-Sarah stated she has nothing else to add other than the information above.
Gnesen Community Newsletter-Clerk is working on the November edition. Clerk will add Thank You to
Ted Raymond, Dave Werner, and Steve Franckowiak for their help putting in the waterline.
Walk-behind snow blower-Supervisor Opack suggested that we get a snow-blower for the Community
Center. Discussion followed on what size and brand. Chair Nelson made a motion, second by Supervisor
Franckowiak and Board approved to have Jody purchase a snow-blower from Denney’s Hardware.
Sanding attachment for the township pick-up-Supervisor Opack got a quote for a sanding attachment from
United Truck body for $9,130.10. After some discussion it was decided to table this for now.
DAT Meeting-We received an email from the DAT Secretary, Linda Britton, stating that the DAT Meeting for October has been cancelled due to Covid-19. Linda also stated that she is retiring from North Star
Township and they are also looking for a Treasurer and a Weed Inspector.
“Welcome to Gnesen-Building Permits Required” sign-Carter Williams, Planning Commission Chair
asked if the Town Board would purchase some signs saying Welcome and building permits required because people are saying they didn’t know that permits were required. Clerk contacted Victor Lund, Traffic Engineer, from St. Louis County, and Vic said that only the Township Name can be placed on Township Boundary signs and you cannot include “Welcome to” or “Building Permits Required”. The reason
for this is to conform to the Minnesota Manuel on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and the building permit required message is not applicable to traffic. Clerk will forward this email to Carter.
CARES Act block election grant funding-The Board decided to not apply for this funding that is to assist
municipalities and the County with 2020 election cycle preparation and related costs due to the Covid-19
pandemic as we have ample supplies left from the August election Covid-19 stuff they sent.
Volunteer Drivers-We received a letter from ARDC Planning talking about a Virtual Forum Series on
November 18th about volunteer drivers. Clerk will put this information in our November Newsletter.
Pillars at the Town Hall-Supervisor Opack asked Jody to take a look at the pillars at the Town Hall as the
base cement is crumbling.
Speeding on Schultz Lake Road-Supervisor Opack mentioned that he has gotten some calls on people
speeding on this road and he told them to talk to their County Commissioners as this is a County road not
a Township road.
Equipment for the Town Hall garage-Tom Haller mentioned that he could use a spill kit, air hose, and an
air impact wrench. The Supervisors told him to get some prices and present it at the next meeting.
Zoning Officers Report-Nathan Horyza gave an update on several zoning issues-Storage building permit, person building on Lismore Road without a building permit, an upcoming variance hearing, and the
Old Gnesen Fire Hall.

Feedback from the Supervisors to the Planning Commission-Nothing tonight.
CORRESPONDENCE: None, other than what was mentioned above.
Upcoming meetings:
Planning Commission-October 21, 2020-7:30 p.m.
Town Board Meeting-October 26, 2020-8:00 p.m.
Town Board Meeting-November 9, 2020-8:00 p.m.
Disbursements #14999 through #15017 with five electronic transfers were read, approved, and signed for
payment for a total of $16,814.14 with a motion by Supervisor Opack, second by Supervisor Franckowiak
all in favor to pay the disbursements.
Continued on Page 14
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No further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m. with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Opack. No objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)
Visitors attending the meeting: None. Employees present Jody Cook, Tom Haller, and Nathan Horyza.
Employees absent none.
***************************

FILING NOTICE
TOWN OF GNESEN

Notice is hereby given to qualified voters of Gnesen Township, St. Louis County, State of Minnesota,
that filing for Town Office will be held for a two week period beginning December 29, 2020.
Affidavits of Candidacy shall be filed with the Town Clerk at Gnesen Town Office, 6356 Howard
Gnesen Road, Duluth, MN; between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. To
file-please contact the Town Clerk at 721-3158 or 721-3585 to set up an appointment.
Filing will close on January 12, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.
Filing fee is $2.00.
Office to be filled at the Annual March Election is:
One (1) Supervisor for a three-year term.
Lottie Haller, Clerk
Town of Gnesen
************************************************************************************
Reminder from Lori Seele, Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area Coordinator
We all love holiday trees and other greenery, but importing them from outside Minnesota can bring invasive pests
and diseases. Boxwood blight and Oriental bittersweet are invasive plants that can be found in greenery and centerpieces. Gypsy moth and elongate hemlock scale are two insects that can infest Christmas trees.
Elongate hemlock scale (EHS) has become an issue for Frasier fir producers in the mid-Atlantic states. These tiny
insects secrete a waxy coating for defense and feed on the sap from hemlocks, firs, and spruces. They insert piercing/sucking mouthparts into the host plant to feed. The scale can cause needles to yellow and fall off. While EHS
scale has not been found on the Minnesota or Wisconsin landscape, during the 2018 holidays it was intercepted by
Wisconsin plant health officials on shipments of Fraser and balsam fir Christmas trees and boughs, in wreaths and
other evergreen decorations. Accidental introductions like this could lead to spread and establishment of this invasive on the landscape and significant problems for Minnesota Christmas tree producers, nurseries, and natural forests.
If you know your Christmas tree and greenery are not from Minnesota, if you bought them from a chain store, or if
you are otherwise unsure where they originated, do your part when the holiday season is over to protect our environment. Follow this advice:



Do not toss trees and greenery into backyard woods or your compost pile.



Use a city or county organized tree and greenery pick-up or drop-off.



If your city or county does not have an organized pick-up or drop-off, burn the greens.



Always check with local ordinances first and follow them.

If you suspect your greenery or tree may be infested with an invasive insect or disease, contact the MDA’s Arrest
the Pest line at 1-888-545-6684 or arrest.the.pest@state.mn.us. For more information, https://sites.google.com/
d.umn.edu/duluthcismapartners/home/brochures.
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THANK YOU TO THE GNESEN
TOWN BOARD MEMBERS
The Town Clerk would like to “Thank” the
Gnesen Town Board for being such a great group to
work with in trying to keep within the budget and
still get things done for the Township:
Jon Nelson-Chair
David Opack-Supervisor
Ed Franckowiak-Vice Chair
Sarah Blix-Deputy Clerk
Mary Bjorklund-Treasurer

Without all these dedicated people, the Township
would not work as well as it does. You are all
greatly appreciated!
Lottie Haller, Clerk
**************************************************

Thank you
There have been many changes this year at the office and I would just like to thank all the people I
have worked with over the years and thank the residents for being patient with us during all of these
changes. The pandemic has brought many new
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all the requirements and we will all have to learn new
wonderful boards that work together to make this ways of holding meetings, etc. We appreciate your
such a great township.
patience while we learn these new ways of conducting business.
Lottie Haller, Clerk
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from me.
************************************************** Lottie Haller, Clerk

THANK YOU TO THE TOWNSHIP
EMPLOYEES
The Gnesen Town Board and the residents of
Gnesen would like to thank the Gnesen Community
Center janitor, Jody Cooke; Sarah Blix the Community Center rental contact and the Gnesen Grader
operator, Tom Haller for all the work you do for the
Township. You are greatly appreciated.
*****************************************

THANK YOU TO THE PLANNING
COMMISSION MEMBERS

The Gnesen Town Board and the residents of
Gnesen would like to “Thank” the Gnesen Planning
Commission Members for all the time they volunteer to attend meetings and keep our Township running very smoothly and looking great:
Carter William – Chair
Pete Bergman
Kathy Buran
Richard DeLano
Tim Cernohous
Nick Lepak
Matt Thibodeau
Kevin Middleton
Joe Ferguson
Nathan Horyza – Inspector
Sarah Blix - Secretary

Our new flag and flag pole have been
installed.
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Gnesen Township Newsletter
6356 Howard Gnesen Road
Duluth, MN 55803

Gnesen Township Officers & Staff
Jon Nelson
Chair

218-349-7743
jon@gnesen.org

David Opack,
Supervisor

218-590-9020

Ed Franckowiak,
Vice Chair

1-218-839-3027
ed@gnesen.org

Lottie Haller,
Clerk & Editor of newsletter

218-721-3585
lottie@gnesen.org

Sarah Blix,
Deputy Clerk
GCC Building Manager
Planning Commission/Sec.

218-721-3158
218-341-7945
sarah@gnesen.org

Mary Bjorklund,
Treasurer

218-391-7424
mary@gnesen.org

Jody Cooke
GCC Custodian

218-348-9260

Thomas Haller,
Grader Operator

218-721-3585

Nathan Horyza,
Zoning Officer

218-341-0208
nathan@gnesen.org

Find all township information at:
http://gnesen.org
If your name or address are in error, please call
or send a note to Lottie at the Community Center 721-3158 or lottie@gnesen.org .

Want to place an ad in the Gnesen Newsletter? Our
advertising submittal form can be found on the
Gnesen website at:

http://gnesen.org/newsletter
Print a copy of the Gnesen News Advertising
Submittal form and send to the Community Center
address
–or–
email your information to:
lottie@gnesen.org.
Ads need to be submitted by the 20th of the
month for the next month’s newsletter.

