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Thank you!
The Gnesen Community Center
and the Gnesen Town Board
would like to give a sincere thank you to Randy Larson,
Carter Williams, and Loren Middleton for all
the volunteer help they provided to Jody Cooke
in the renovation of the front entry at the
Gnesen Community Center.
2020 Membership Donations were
used to fund the majority of this project, and although
there is still painting and some finishing
work to be done this spring, we are very pleased with the
much improved, welcoming entry.
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Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen
November 23, 2020 (This meeting was held during a
peacetime state of emergency/declared pandemic.)
The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was
held on Monday, November 23, 2020, via zoom.
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Chair
Jon Nelson. Motion to approve the agenda was
moved by Supervisor Franckowiak, second by Supervisor Opack and Board approved. Minutes of the November 9, 2020 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor
Franckowiak, second by Supervisor Opack.
OLD BUSINESS:
Minnesota Power: Jim Atkinson from MN Power
said they have submitted a petition to the Public Utilities Commission that would authorize them to sell
their leased lots on Island Lake and they should hear
back sometime in the first half of 2021 as to whether
it was approved or not. Jim said that the FERC Project Boundary Adjustment, which would adjust the
waterfront easement along the shoreline from 25ft to
3ft, was just sent out for Agency review and will be
officially ready to submit in 5 days. MN Power expects to hear back from FERC in the first half of 2021
regarding that submittal as well. Jim said they still
want to plat regardless of if they get permission from
the PUC to sell or not because they feel it is important
to establish well defined, permanent descriptions for
each lot. MN Power stated they are not proposing to
further develop any lots and that they will not be creating any non-conforming lots because all the lots
they are looking to plat are already developed. Jim
said that the only change that MN Power is proposing
is to add acreage wherever feasible to make some of
the current non-conforming lots conforming. MN
Power presented a preliminary plat drawing for the
Board to look at. Jon questioned the outlots that were
shown on the map. Jim said that the outlots show the
acreage that MN Power is proposing to add on to the
existing lots. Jim said that they are hoping that they
do not have to call the additional acreage outlots but
rather just show them as one combined lot. Nathan
stated that he would prefer if they were not labeled as
outlots because he has concerns with residents trying
to sell them as separate lots in the future. Matt from
MN Power said they are planning to deed them as one
lot so that even if it is called an outlot they could not
be sold separately. Nathan said that he and Nate

be sold separately. Nathan said that he and
Nate LaCoursiere have a meeting set up with
MN Power on Friday so they can further discuss the preliminary plat map and ask some
additional questions.
Jay and Marcia Haller- Nathan gave an update
on Nate LaCoursiere’s behalf since he was not
in attendance at tonight’s meeting. Nate L. has
reached out to American Towers regarding the
Haller’s cell tower complaint and received a
signed affidavit back stating that they are following all FCC regulations. Nate L. is going to
reach back out to American Towers and will
ask for testing to be done on the Haller’s property, not just the road. Nate L. also reached out
to the FCC but that they did not offer much
help. Nate L. has indicated to Nathan that it is
extremely difficult for local governments to go
after something like a cell phone tower and has
suggested that the Haller’s file an official complaint with the FCC as well as contact our State
Representatives. Jon suggested that the Township could help by reaching out to Pete
Stauber’s office by sending a letter. Ed suggested contacting the Township Attorney first
to get his opinion before sending a letter.
The November 18, 2020 Planning Commission
Meeting-Sarah mentioned that the November
18, 2020 Planning and Zoning meeting was
cancelled due to Covid-19 and the Governor’s
current restrictions. Sarah sent out the updated
Comp Plan to all the Commission Members so
that they could review it prior to their next
meeting. Sarah also requested MN Power to
send her the information they were going to
present at the meeting so she could send that to
the Commission Members at well.
Van Road-Nate LaCoursiere has talked to Bill
Burns, is hopeful for a resolution, and is expecting a response back from him any day.
“No Biking” signs-The “no biking” signs have
been installed at the entrances of our tails at the
Community Center.
Furnace at the Town Hall-Jon made a motion,
seconded by Supervisor Franckowiak to approve fixing the furnace, Board approved.
Crescent Drive-Tom went out with the grader
and fixed the berm across from a resident’s
driveway.
NEW BUSINESS:
P&Z Moratorium-Sarah spoke on behalf of
Carter Williams, who was not in attendance at
tonight’s meeting. Carter asked if the Town
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November 23, 2020 Summary Town Board Meeting
Continued

held on Monday, December 14, 2020, via
zoom.

Board could pass a moratorium to not have any public hearings until at least February or until Covid-19
is over. The Town Board agreed that placing a moratorium on things like IUP’s, CUP’s, and Variances so
that there is not a need to hold public hearings would
be a good thing. Jon asked if Sarah could look into
the process for how to do a moratorium.
Troop 7 Town Hall Rental Request-Jon moved to
approve the request by Lynette Carney, Troop 7
Committee Chair, to use the Town Hall to hold their
monthly Troop Committee Meeting with the contingency that they need to comply with any Peacetime
Orders, second by Supervisor Franckowiak. Board
approved.
Email from Nathan-Jon stated that it is a good idea
for Nate LaCoursiere to itemize his costs when working on the MN Power platting and variance issues so
that we can bill MN Power for time spent on the platting project.

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m.
by Chair Nelson. Motion to approve the agenda was moved by Supervisor Opack, second
by Supervisor Franckowiak and Board approved.

CORRESPONDENCE:
Duluth Township Newsletter
St. Louis County Crime Report
Upcoming meetings all will be held virtually via
zoom:
Town Board Meeting-December 14, 2020-8:00 p.m.
Planning Commission Meeting and Public Hearing
for MN Power Variance-December 16, 2020-7:30
p.m.
Town Board Meeting-December 28, 2020-8:00 p.m.
No further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:15
p.m. with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Franckowiak. No objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)

Visitors attending the meeting via zoom: Nathan Horyza, Marcia Haller, Jay Haller, Jim Atkinson, Matt
Hagelin. Officers absent: Lottie Haller.
*****************************************
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen
December 14, 2020. (This meeting was held during
a peacetime state of emergency/declared pandemic
and was conducted via zoom.)
The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was

Minutes of the November 23, 2020 Town
Board Meeting were unanimously approved
with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Franckowiak.
Treasurer’s report was read. There were eleven outstanding checks and one outstanding
EFT454 for a total of $15,375.37. Motion by
Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Opack,
all voted in favor to accept the Treasurer’s
report.
OLD BUSINESS:
P& Z issue-Nathan Horyza gave an update on
the response from the property owner’s attorney. They have agreed to apply for the building permit and pay the fee. They sent Nate
the most recent inspection information on the
septic system and are asking that we amend
our summary and allow them to rent out the
boat house for a period of ten years. The
Town Board approved having our attorney
follow up with their attorney on our response
about the septic inspection report; asking them
to apply for the building permit and fee at
their earliest convenience and with respect to
the proposed stipulation, the Town respectfully declines.
Front entryway-The door has finally came and
Jody has been working on installing the hardware and he will put the door in soon.
Minnesota Power-Nathan H. gave an update.
Nathan stated that they discussed the Township’s subdivision application process with
Minnesota Power and stated that we don’t
want to deviate from it. Nathan asked for lot
lines and if they are going to set pins in place
so we can have good lines to measure off. He
also asked when will we hear from FERC
whether they approved or denied the 3 foot.
Nathan told them the next step is for them to
fill out subdivision forms and to pay the fee.
We will have to set up a public hearing once
we have received all the applications and fees,
Continued on Page 8
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Advertising

If you have an advertisement you would like published in the Gnesen Newsletter, please email it to
lottie@gnesen.org. There is a form on our website
with the price to advertise in our newsletter.
Website
We will be updating the website periodically. If you
are experiencing trouble with the website, please contact me at 721-3158 and I will try to get the problem
fixed as quickly as possible.

Please support our local advertisers!
Community Center Rentals
Due to Covid-19, the Town Board has
made the decision to not rent out the Community Center for the duration of the Corona
Virus Pandemic. Please watch this newsletter
for updates on the status of rentals.
The Town Board appreciates your patience
and understanding during this difficult time.
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Gnesen Planning & Zoning
Did you know?
Did you know MN Power has plans to plat and potentially sell their leased lots on the West and East
Van Roads? Gnesen Township has been in discussions since late last year and had our first official
subdivision meeting in January. The next step will
be to get public input via a Zoom Public Hearing. Once all comments have been heard and zoning issues addressed, the Planning and Zoning
Board will vote on whether or not to approve this
unconventional subdivision. If the subdivision is
approved, the plat will be recorded with St Louis
County and MN Power anticipates starting to offer
for sale the leased lots to the leaseholder in
2022.

4196 Waters Edge Dr.

Nathan Horyza
Zoning Officer

Watch next month’s newsletter for information
on the Annual Meeting and Election. The election will be held in person at the Gnesen Community Center from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.
and the Annual Meeting will be held via zoom at
8:30 p.m. on March 9th. Jon Nelson is running
unopposed for the Town Supervisor’s position
for a term of three years. The office will be
open on Saturday, March 6th from 10:00 a.m.
until noon for absentee voting. Absentee ballots
may be obtained by contacting the Town clerk
at 721-3158.

Northern Welding
Bob Abrahamson





Portable & Shop Welding
Portable Truck Crane—Fabricating
Steel Erecting—Pipe Thawing
Light & Heavy Welding on Contractors
Equipment Trucks—Farm Equipment

218-721-3361 · Cell: 218-391-8963 · Fax: 218-721-4314
5933 Howard Gnesen Rd · Duluth, MN 55803

Page 6

Gnesen Community Center
Open Skate-Updated hours
Thanks to several of our amazing community members, the Gnesen skating
rink is ready to use.
Open skate times for the 2020/2021
skating season are as follows:
Monday-5-8:30 p.m.
Tuesday-5-8 p.m.
Wednesday-5-8 p.m.
Thursday-5-8 p.m.
Friday-5-9 p.m.
Saturday-5-9 p.m.
Sunday-3-6 p.m.
During scheduled open skate times, we
are planning to have the warming
house open and available for use. However, this is subject to change based on
Governor Walz’s Peacetime Orders. If
the warming house is available to use,
skaters are asked to please follow all
Covid-19 rules, which includes wearing
masks when in the warming house in order to keep everyone safe.
Please remember that open skate times
are available because of several community members’ willingness to volunteer
and they are subject to change without
much notice.
The skating rink, however, is available
to use even when the warming house is
not

Thank you
The Gnesen Community Center
and Gnesen Town Board would
like to thank the Waters of Life
Church for donating their old
sign to us. This sign will allow us
another way to communicate with
our residents all the great things
that are happening at the Community Center and to keep everyone
informed of upcoming events and
Town happenings.
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· Remodeling

Welcome to
Family of God Lutheran Church,
ELCA

· Lawn Irrigation Backflow
Inspection

5710 Taft Rd · Duluth, MN 55803

218-721-4676

4097 Martin Road 218-724-9210
Pastor: Rev. Laura Berdahl
www.fogduluth.org
office@fogduluth.org~pastor@fogduluth.org
"Praising God, Strengthening Families,
Serving the Community"

Due to COVID-19
ALL of our in-church gatherings
have been suspended until
further notice
Cookbooks are still availablegreat Valentine or birthday gifts
Call the office to get one (or more!)
Little Free Library is still open!
Stop by to get or leave a book
Call us with any prayer requests.

Pastor: Rev. Seth Gogolin

Find worship and other resources
on our Website www.fogduluth.org
Handicap Accessible
Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/FamilyofGodDuluth

It’s not Where you are,

Waters of Life Lutheran Church
6221 Rice Lake Rd.
721-4476
watersoflifelc.org
Sunday worship – 10:00 am

It’s Who You are!

Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Confirmation,
Adult Growth Groups, Community Bible Study

Church

DuluthHouseChurch.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Come Worship With Us

Bubbling Brook Child Care Center
Faith-based, licensed child care
****4-Star Parent Aware Rated
6221 Rice Lake Rd. – 721-4699
bubblingbrook@watersoflifelc.org
Infants through Preschool
Afterschool Care & Summer School-age Programs
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December 14, 2020 Minutes continued
with Covid restrictions might not be until February. Nathan suggested that we come up with a
survey that we put out asking for public response
to this proposal and Supervisor Opack thought
that would be a good idea. Nathan will talk to the
Planning Commission about this and get back to
the Town Board.
Jay and Marcia Haller’s cell tower concerns-Clerk
sent an email to the MAT lawyer asking if we
could send a letter to the State Representative on
the Haller’s behalf but we have not heard back
from them yet. Our attorney will be putting out a
memo as to what we can do concerning this. He
did ask American Towers to come out and check
the readings in Haller’s property, not just from the
road, but he has not heard back from them as of
this meeting.
November Planning Commission MeetingMinnesota Power responded to Sarah’s email and
sent back the requested information and she forwarded it on to the Planning Commission.
Furnace at the Town Hall-Jody has fixed the furnace and the thermostat.
P&Z Moratorium-Sarah is looking into the process.

NEW BUSINESS:
Grader operator’s road report-The report was in
the Supervisor’s packet. Tom reported on the report that most roads were plowed but that the
County plow had not been on some of our roads
yet. There were no water issues and the turnarounds were clear.
Gnesen Community Center Building Manager
Report-Sarah and Jody presented a request to fix
the hall ceilings. Supervisor Franckowiak made a
motion to allow them to spend up to $1,000.00 on
ceiling repair with a second by Supervisor Opack,
all voted in favor.
Gnesen Community Newsletter-Clerk is working
on the January edition.
Letter from St. Louis County Land and Minerals
Department-Reclassification to non-conservation
of some state tax forfeited land on Schultz Lake
Road. The Town Board agreed with the reclassification.
Memorandum of Understanding to establish the
Duluth Collaborative Invasive Species Management Area-Chair Nelson gave an update on this
memorandum and stated that this group will offer
education; improve coordination between town

Humes Plumbing & Heating
Serving the Duluth Area for Over 20 Years

Greg Humes, Master Plumber
#012371 Licensed · Bonded · Insured
· New Boilers & Repairs
· Well Pumps
· Sump Pumps
· Remodeling

· In Floor Heating
· Plumbing Fixtures
· New Construction
· Lawn Irrigation Backflow
Inspection

5710 Taft Rd · Duluth, MN 55803

218-721-4676
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I combine my years of business and tax preparation
knowledge to provide my business clients with
superior results.
Your local Gnesen Township tax professional.

Sympathy of the community is extended to:
Check out my services on my website at:
https:www.360Accountingsolutions.com
Secure Drop Box for your Tax documents
4455 Forest Road-218-391-8895

Dean (Donna) Glockle and family on the passing of
Dean’s twin brother, Damon Glockle on December
22, 2020.

Community News
Sympathy of the community is extended to:

Anita (Rick) Miller and family on the passing of
Anita’s dad, James Bronikowski, on December 27,
2020.

Donna Scorse and family on the passing of Donna’s
son, Michale “Mike” Kaipainen on December 15,
2020.

Cynthia Lapp (Randall Larson) on the passing of
Cynthia’s mother, Roberta “RobBee” Lapp on January 13, 2021.

Nick (Ruth) Krumrei and family on the passing of
Nick’s dad, Melvin A. Krumrei on December 18,
2020.

Susan Poirier (Joe Pucuski) on the passing of her
son, Robert Poirier on January 17, 2021.

Cathy (Richard) Caine and family on the passing of
Cathy’s mother on December 29, 2020.

Darla (Dave) Tarnowksi and family on the passing
of Darla’s dad, John “Howie” Lundin on January
20, 2021.

Florence (Donald) Haapanen and family on the
passing of Florence’s mother, Pearl Benney on December 2020.

Congratulations to:

Marie Franckowiak and family on the passing of
Marie’s husband, Ray Franckowiak on January 6,
2021.

Alicia Juten and Joseph Bianchet on their upcoming marriage.
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Gnesen Convenience
Store & Liquor
Home of Nanay’s Kitchen
6049 Rice Lake Road
Duluth, MN 55803
(218) 721-4433
FILIPINO AUTHENTIC FOOD
CUSTOM ORDER AND CATERING
AVAILABLE
PLEASE VISIT NANAY’S KITCHENBETH’S FILIPINO FOOD FROM THE
HEART.
SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLIED DUE TO
THE PANDEMIC
YOUR HEALTH IS IMPORTANT TO US!
FACE MASKS ARE REQUIRED
SOCIAL DISTANCING IS
HIGHLY APPRECIATED.

Summary of December 14, 2020 Meeting
Minutes continued from Page 8
ships and the County. Chair Nelson made a motion to approve this memorandum, second by
Supervisor Franckowiak, all voted in favor.
Troop 7-The troop has decided that all in person
meetings be put on hold until after January 1st
and they will follow Gov. Walz orders and the
Voyageur Area Council’s orders, whichever is
more strict.

Water heater at the Community Center-Jody mentioned the
water heater is getting old. The Board said to do some research and get some quotes. Supervisor Opack suggested
that they also look at turning it to gas or electric, whichever would be the most efficient for this building.
Trails-Ken Gilbertson hiked the trails on November 29th
and found six of our interpretive signs had been vandalized. We will look into signs that say “Trail Cameras in
Use”.
Long range management plan from UMD students-The
students submitted a plan and the Board was on board with
having the students make kiosk signs and update the kiosk.
The Board was given a copy of the students plan and asked
to review it.
GCC rental-Kristen Kaas would like to rent space at the
Center to set up some looms, sewing machines and a work
table. The Board does not want to tie up the room that we
will offer classes in once the pandemic is over. Sarah will
send Kristen an email telling her the Board’s response.
Resolution #20-13-Designating the annual polling place as
the Community Center. This is something that we are required to do every year by December 31st.
Resolution from the School Board-The School Board sent
out a resolution establishing combined polling places for
several precincts for school district elections not held on
the day of a statewide election. Gnesen voters would have
to go to Lakewood Town Hall, if this were ever to happen.
Garbage dumped on Musolf Road-Chair Nelson and Supervisor Opack receive calls on some garbage being
dumped. Clerk will follow up on this.
Zoning Officers Report-Nathan gave an update on some
zoning issues he has gotten calls on-Island Lake Falls
Road, rezone on Rice Lake Road, and some questions on
Suzie’s Greenhouse. Clerk will get information to Nathan
on these issues. Nathan also mentioned that our new lawyer has been doing a fantastic job and has also given us a
20% discount on his bill.
Feedback from the Supervisors to the Planning Commission-Nothing tonight.
CORRESPONDENCE:
Fredenberg Township News
Upcoming meetings:
Planning Commission-December 16, 2020-7:30 p.m.
which includes the MN Power Variance Hearing.
Town Board Meeting-December 28, 2020-8:00 p.m.-Board
voted to cancel this meeting.
Town Board Meeting-January 11, 2021-8:00 p.m.
Disbursement #15054 thru #15080 and 4 EFT’s were read,
approved, and signed for payment for a total of $19,317.07
with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor
Franckowiak all in favor to pay the disbursement.
No further business, the zoom meeting adjourned at 9:13
p.m. with a motion by Supervisor Franckowiak, second by
Supervisor Opack. No objections, meeting adjourned.
(This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)
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February 2021

Community Center Calendar
February
February
February
February

7
14
21
28

10:00 a.m. AA Meeting
10:00 a.m. AA Meeting
10:00 a.m. AA Meeting
10:00 a.m. AA Meeting

Town Hall Office at the Community
Center Calendar:
Office Hours—Wednesdays 8:30-3:30pm

Meetings:
February
8
February
17
February
Rentals:

22

8:00 p.m. Town Board
7:30 p.m. Planning Commission Mtg.
8:00 p.m. Town Board
GCC/Town Hall

Monday nights the Boy Scouts will be using
the Gnesen Town Hall. All other rentals
are cancelled until further notice.

ALS BOOKMOBILE
SCHEDULE
Visit your library on wheels, the Arrowhead Library
System Bookmobile. Local stops and times include:
February 2021 (Nothing scheduled)
Fredenberg Community Center 12:30—1:30 p.m.
Pequaywan Inn Resort
2:15—3:00 p.m.
For further information on the Bookmobile or Mail-aBook services, write or call the Arrowhead Library
System, 5528 Emerald Avenue, MT. Iron, MN 55768
(218) 741-3840, or check the library system website
at www.alslib.info

TEEN SERVICES
If you are interested in having your name added to the Teen Service list,
please call the Community Center at 721-3158. Also, please call when there
is an age or service change, or you wish to remove your information.
Will Franckowiak –18
218-348-1814
Haying, animal sitting, washing
windows, painting, landscaping &
yard work, odd jobs,
gardening.

Greta Franckowiak—16
218-348-1814
Babysitting, animal sitting &
chores, gardening and
cleaning.

Caden Blix—16
218-341-7945
Lawn mowing, garden tilling,
misc. yard work, snow
shoveling, hauling/moving, misc.
farm clean-up.

Blake Sundland—12
218-348-4394
Lawn mowing.

Brady Gray-16
218-591-1263
Outdoor yard work year round,
Fall clean-up, snow shoveling,
lawn mowing.

Dylan Gray-16
218-591-1253
Outdoor yard work year
round, Fall clean-up, snow
shoveling, lawn mowing.

All hiring and compensation for work is handled directly between
the person advertising for employment and the employer. The
Gnesen Community News does not perform background checks on
the persons advertising above and is not responsible for any problems that may arise during employment.

LittleFreeLibrary.org

OUR MISSION is to inspire a love of reading, build community,
and spark creativity by fostering neighborhood book exchanges
around the world.
A reminder that our community has three Little Free Libraries. They are
located at the Family of God Lutheran Church, Rice Lake City Hall and
the Gnesen Community Center.
How This Library Works
The library belongs to everyone! Anyone can use it — neighbors,
friends, and passersby. The books are always free.
Take Books
If you see something you’d like to read, take it! Some books include
a note about who gave it or has read it. You may leave your own
note in it when you’re done.
Share Books
When you’re finished with a book, you may pass it along to a friend
or return it to the Library or any other Little Free Library.
Leave Books
Your books are welcome at any Little Free Library. If your local
Library is full, there may be another Library nearby that could use
them. Especially desired are books you recommend to friends, your
childhood favorites, and books that teach and spark conversations.
Learn more at littlefreelibrary.org
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Gnesen Township Newsletter
6356 Howard Gnesen Road
Duluth, MN 55803

Gnesen Township Officers & Staff
Jon Nelson
Chair

218-349-7743
jon@gnesen.org

David Opack,
Supervisor

218-590-9020

Ed Franckowiak,
Vice Chair

1-218-839-3027
ed@gnesen.org

Lottie Haller,
Clerk & Editor of newsletter

218-721-3585
lottie@gnesen.org

Sarah Blix,
Deputy Clerk
GCC Building Manager
Planning Commission/Sec.

218-721-3158
218-341-7945
sarah@gnesen.org

Mary Bjorklund,
Treasurer

218-391-7424
mary@gnesen.org

Jody Cooke
GCC Custodian

218-348-9260

Thomas Haller,
Grader Operator

218-721-3585

Nathan Horyza,
Zoning Officer

218-341-0208
nathan@gnesen.org

Find all township information at:
http://gnesen.org
If your name or address are in error, please call
or send a note to Lottie at the Community Center 721-3158 or lottie@gnesen.org .

Want to place an ad in the Gnesen Newsletter? Our
advertising submittal form can be found on the
Gnesen website at:

http://gnesen.org/newsletter
Print a copy of the Gnesen News Advertising
Submittal form and send to the Community Center
address
–or–
email your information to:
lottie@gnesen.org.
Ads need to be submitted by the 20th of the
month for the next month’s newsletter.

