Federal Emergency Management Agency
Washington, D.C. 20472

CERTIFIED MAIL IN REPLY REFER TO:
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED APPEAL START

October 11, 2023

The Honorable Jon L. Nelson Case No: 14-05-21938

Chair, Board of Supervisors Community: Township of Gnesen,
Gnesen Community Center St. Louis County,
6356 Howard Gnesen Road Minnesota

Duluth, MN 55803 Community No.: 270737

Dear Chair Nelson:

On October 28, 2022, the Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) provided your community with Preliminary copies of the revised Flood Insurance Rate Map
(FIRM) and Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for St. Louis County, Minnesota and Incorporated Areas.
FEMA has posted digital copies of these revised FIRM and FIS report materials to the following Website:
https://hazards.fema.gov/femaportal/prelimdownload/. The Preliminary FIRM and FIS report include
proposed flood hazard information for certain locations in the T ownship of Gnesen, St. Louis County,
Minnesota. The proposed flood hazard information may include addition or modification of Special Flood
Hazard Areas, the areas that would be inundated by the base (1-percent-annual-chance) flood; base flood
elevations or depths; zone designations; or regulatory floodways.

We have published a notice of the proposed flood hazard determinations in the Federal Register and will
publish a public notification concerning the appeal process (explained below) in the Duluth News Tribune
and the Mesabi Tribune on or about October 18, 2023, and October 25,2023. We will also publish a
separate notice of the flood hazard determinations on the “Flood Hazard Determinations on the Web”
portion of the FEMA Website https://www.floodmaps.fema. gov/thm/BFE_Status/bfe_main.asp. We have
enclosed copies of the notice published in the Federal Register and the newspaper notice for

your information.

These proposed flood hazard determinations. if finalized, will become the basis for the floodplain
management measures that your community must adopt or show evidence of having in effect to qualify or
remain qualified for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). However, before any
new or modified flood hazard information is effective for floodplain management purposes, FEMA will
provide community officials and citizens an opportunity to appeal the proposed flood hazard information
presented on the Preliminary FIRM and FIS report posted to the above-referenced Website.

Section 110 of the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (Public Law 93-234) is intended to ensure an
equitable balancing of all interests involved in the setting of flood hazard determinations. The legislation
provides for an explicit process of notification and appeals for your community and for private persons
prior to this office making the flood hazard determinations final. The appeal procedure is outlined below
for your information.
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During the 90-day appeal period following the second publication of the public notification in the above-
named newspaper, any owner or lessee of real property in your community who believes their property
rights will be adversely affected by the proposed flood hazard determinations may appeal to you, or to an
agency that you publicly designate. It is important to note, however, that the sole basis for such appeals is
the possession of knowledge or information indicating that the proposed flood hazard determinations are
scientifically or technically incorrect. The appeal data must be submitted to FEMA during the 90-day
appeal period. Only appeals of the proposed flood hazard determinations supported by scientific or
technical data can be considered before FEMA makes its final flood hazard determination at the end of
the 90-day appeal period. Note that the 90-day appeal period is statutory and cannot be extended.
However, FEMA also will consider comments and inquiries regarding data other than the proposed flood
hazard determinations (e.g., incorrect street names, typographical errors, omissions) that are submitted
during the appeal period, and will incorporate any appropriate changes to the revised FIRM and FIS
report before they become effective.

If your community cannot submit scientific or technical data before the end of the 90-day appeal period,
you may nevertheless submit data at any time. If warranted, FEMA will revise the FIRM and FIS report
after the effective date. This means that the revised FIRM would be issued with the flood hazard
information presently indicated, and flood insurance purchase requirements would be enforced
accordingly, until such time as a revision could be made.

Any interested party who wishes to appeal should present the data that tend to negate or contradict our
findings to you, or to an agency that you publicly delegate, in such form as you may specify. We ask that
you review and consolidate any appeal data you may receive and issue a written opinion stating whether
the evidence provided is sufficient to justify an official appeal by your community in its own name or on
behalf of the interested parties. Whether or not your community decides to appeal, you must send copies
of individual appeals and supporting data, if any, to:

Munib Ahmad, FEMA Region 5 Engineer
536 South Clark Street, 6th Floor
Chicago, Illinois 60605
(312) 408-2207
or by email to munib.ahmad@fema.dhs.gov

If we do not receive an appeal or other formal comment from your community in its own name within

90 days of the second date of public notification, we will consolidate and review on their own merits such
appeal data and comments from individuals that you may forward to us, and we will make such
modifications to the proposed flood hazard information presented on the revised FIRM and in the revised
FIS report as may be appropriate. If your community decides to appeal in its own name, all individuals’
appeal data must be consolidated into one appeal by you, because, in this event, we are required to deal
only with the local government as representative of all local interests. We will send our final decision in
writing to you, and we will send copies to the community floodplain administrator, each individual
appellant, and the State NFIP Coordinator.

All appeal submittals will be resolved by consultation with officials of the local government involved, by
an administrative hearing, or by submission of the conflicting data to an independent scientific body or
appropriate Federal agency for advice. Use of a Scientific Resolution Panel (SRP) is also available to
your community in support of the appeal resolution process when conflicting scientific or technical data
are submitted during the appeal period. SRPs are independent panels of experts in hydrology, hydraulics,
and other pertinent sciences established to review conflicting scientific and technical data and provide
recommendations for resolution. An SRP is an option after FEMA and community officials have been
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engaged in a collaborative consultation process for at least 60 days without a mutually acceptable
resolution of an appeal. Please refer to the enclosed “Scientific Resolution Panels” overview for
additional information on this resource available to your community.

FEMA will make the reports and other information used in making the final determination available for
public inspection. Until the conflict of data is resolved and the revised FIRM becomes effective, flood

insurance available within your community will continue to be available under the effective NFIP map,
and no person shall be denied the right to purchase the applicable level of insurance at chargeable rates.

The decision by your community to appeal, or a copy of its decision not to appeal, should be filed with
this office no later than 90 days following the second publication of the flood hazard determination notice
in the above-named newspaper. Your community may find it appropriate to call further attention to the
proposed flood hazard determinations and to the appeal procedure by using a press release or other

public notice.

If warranted by substantive changes, during the appeal period we will send you Revised Preliminary
copies of the revised FIRM and FIS report. At the end of the 90-day appeal period and following the
resolution of any appeals and comments, we will send you a Letter of Final Determination, which will
finalize the flood hazard information presented on the revised FIRM and FIS report and will establish an
effective date.

If you have any questions regarding the proposed flood hazard determinations, revised FIRM panels,
or revised FIS report for your community, please call our FEMA Mapping and Insurance eXchange
(FMIX), toll free, at 1-877-FEMA-MAP (1-877-336-2627) or e-mail the FMIX staff at
FEMA-FMIX@fema.dhs.gov.

Sincerely,

vA/'l
e e T T e
PR Sl RS ps e

Luis V. Rodriguez, P.E., Director
Engineering and Modeling Division
Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration

List of Enclosures:
Newspaper Notice
Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations Federal Register Notice
“Scientific Resolution Panels” Overview

cc:  Community Map Repository
Sarah Blix, Community Floodplain Administrator/Clerk, Township of Gnesen



DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for St. Louis County, Minnesota and Incorporated
Areas

The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency has issued a
preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), and where applicable, Flood Insurance Study
(FIS) report, reflecting proposed flood hazard determinations within St. Louis County,
Minnesota and Incorporated Areas. These flood hazard determinations may include the addition
or modification of Base Flood Elevations, base flood depths, Special Flood Hazard Area
boundaries or zone designations, or the regulatory floodway. Technical information or
comments are solicited on the proposed flood hazard determinations shown on the preliminary
FIRM and/or FIS report for St. Louis County, Minnesota and Incorporated Areas. These flood
hazard determinations are the basis for the floodplain management measures that your
community is required to either adopt or show evidence of being already in effect in order to
qualify or remain qualified for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program. However,
before these determinations are effective for floodplain management purposes, you will be
provided an opportunity to appeal the proposed information. For information on the statutory
90-day period provided for appeals, as well as a complete listing of the communities affected and
the locations where copies of the FIRM are avazlable for review, please visit FEMA’s website at
hups.//'www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fho/BF] /bfe main.asp. or call the FEMA Mapping
and Insurance eXchange (FMIX) toll frec at 1 877—FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).
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Unincorporated areas

Virginia: Loudoun
of Loudoun County

{FEMA Docket No.:

Tim Hemstreet, Loudoun County Ad-
ministrator, P.O. Box 7000, Lees-
burg, VA 20175.

1 Harrison Street Southeast, 3rd
Floor, MSC #860, Leesburg, VA
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Location and case Chief executive y ; Date ommuni
State and county No. officer of community Community map repository modiﬁca?ifcm “ Nrgfm ¥
Denton (FEMA Unincorporated areas  The Honorable Andy Eads, Denton Denton County Development Services  Jul. 31, 2023 ....... 480774
Docket No.: B~ of Denton County County Judge, 1 Courthouse Drive, Department, 3900 Morse Street,
2341). (23-06-0063P). Suite 3100, Denton, TX 76208. Denton, TX 76208.
Ellis (FEMA City of Ennis (22-06— The Honorable Angeline L. Planning, Development and inspection | Aug. 7, 2023 ......... 480207
Docket No.: B— 2915P). Juenemann, Mayor, City of Ennis, Depariment, 108 West Knox Street, |
2341). 115 West Brown Street, Ennis, TX Ennis, TX 75119.
i 75119, |
Eliis (FEMA City of Midlothian Chris Dick, Manager, City of | City Hall, 104 West Avenue E, Aug. 4, 2023 .... 480801
Docket No.: B~ | (22-06-1316P). Midlothian, 104 West Avenue E, Midlothian, TX 76065.
2341). Midlothian, TX 76065.
Ellis (FEMA | City of Waxahachie ~ Michael Scott, Manager, City of City Hall, 401 South Rogers Street, Aug. 4, 2023 ......... 480211
Docket No.: B~ |  (22-06-1316P). Waxahachie, 401 South Rogers Waxahachie, TX 75165.
2341). | Street, Waxahachie, TX 75165.
Ellis (FEMA | Unincorporated areas  The Honorable Todd Little, Ellis Coun-  Ellis Gounty District Court House, 109 | Aug. 4, 2023 ......... 480798
Docket No.: B- |  of Ellis County ty Judge, 101 West Main Street, South Jackson Street, Waxahachie, |
2341). (22-06-1316P). Waxahachie, TX 75165. TX 75165.
Harris (FEMA Unincorporated areas = The Honorable Lina Hidalgo, Harris Harrls County Permits Office, 1111 Jul. 24, 2023 ... | 480287
Docket No.: B— of Harris Counly County Judge, 1001 Preston Street, Fannin Street, 8th Floor, Houstan,
2341). (22—-06-0678P). Suite 911, Houston, TX 77002. TX 77002,
Harris (FEMA Unincorporated areas | The Honorable Lina Hidalgo, Harris Harris County Permits Office, 1111 Jul. 24, 2023 ........ 480287
Docket No.: B~ | of Harris County County Judge, 1001 Preston Street, Fannin Street, Bth Floor, Houston,
2341). | (22-06-2197P). Suite 911, Houston, TX 77002. TX 77002.
Tarrant (FEMA ! City of Fort Worth The Honorable Mattie Parker, Mayor,  Transportation and Public Works De- | Jul. 20, 2023 ........ 480596
Docket No.: B- | (22-06-2617P). City of Fort Worth, 200 Texas partment, Engineering Vault, 200
2335). | Street, Fort Worth, TX 76102. Texas Street, Fort Worth, TX 76102,
Tarrant (FEMA | Clty of Keller (22-06~ The Honorable Armin R. Mizani, Town Hall, 1100 Bear Creek Parkway, ' Jul. 24, 2023 ........ 480602
Dacket No.: B~ 2447P). Mayor, City of Keller, P.O. Box 770, Keller, TX 76248.
2335). Keller, TX 76244,
Loudoun County Government Center, ' Jul. 31, 2023 ........ 510090

B-2341), (22-03-0882P).

20175,

[FR Doc. 202318287 Filed 8-24~23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9110-12-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Federal Emergency Management
Agency

[Docket ID FEMA-2023-0002; Internal
Agency Docket No, FEMA-B-2360]

Proposed Flood Hazard
Determinations

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, Department of
Homeland Security.

proposed flood hazard determinations,
which may include additions or
modifications of any Base Flood
Elevation (BFE), base flood depth,
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA)
boundary or zane designation, or
regulatory floodway on the Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), and
where applicable, in the supporting
Flood Insurance Study (FIS) reports for
the communities listed in the table
below. The purpose of this notice is to
seek general information and comment
regarding the preliminary FIRM, and
where applicable, the FIS report that the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) has provided to the affected
communities. The FIRM and FIS report

are the basis of the floodplain
management measures that the
community is required either to adopt
or to show evidence of having in effect
in order to qualify or remain qualified
for participation in the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP).

DATES: Comments are to be submitted
on or before November 24, 2023.

ADDRESSES: The Preliminary FIRM, and

where applicable, the FIS report for
each community are available for
inspection at both the online location
https://hazards.fema.gov/femaportal/
prelimdownload and the respective
Community Map Repository address

listed in the tables below. Additionally,

the current effective FIRM and FIS
report for each community are
accessible online through the FEMA
Map Service Center at hitps://
msc.fema.gov for comparison.

You may submit comments, identified

by Docket No. FEMA—B-2364, to Rick
Sacbibit, Chief, Engineering Services
Branch, Federal Insurance and

Mitigation Administration, FEMA, 400

C Street SW, Washington, DC 20472,
(202) 6467659, or (email}
patrick.sacbibit@fema.dhs.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Rick

Sacbibit, Chief, Engineering Services
Branch, Federal Insurance and

Mitigation Administration, FEMA, 400

C Street SW, Washington, DC 20472,
(202) 646-7659, or (email)
pairick.sachibit@fema.dhs.gov; or visit

the FEMA Mapping and Insurance
eXchange (FMIX) online at https://
www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/fmx_
main.html.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: FEMA
proposes to make flood hazard
determinations for each community
listed below, in accordance with section
110 of the Flood Disaster Protection Act
of 1973, 42 U.S.C. 4104, and 44 CFR
67.4(a).

These proposed flood hazard
determinations, together with the
floodplain management criteria required
by 44 CFR 60.3, are the minimum that
are required. They should not be
construed to mean that the community
must change any existing ordinances
that are more stringent in their
floodplain management requirements.
The community may at any time enact
stricter requirements of its own or
pursuant to policies established by other
Federal, State, or regional entities.
These flood hazard determinations are
used to meet the floodplain
management requirements of the NFIP.

The communities affected by the
flood hazard determinations are
provided in the tables below. Any
request for reconsideration of the
revised flood hazard information shown
on the Preliminary FIRM and FIS report
that satisfies the data requirements
outlined in 44 CFR 67.6(b) is considered
an appeal. Comments unrelated to the
flood hazard determinations also will be
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considered before the FIRM and FIS appeal. Additional information the unigue project number and

report become effective. regarding the SRP process can be found Preliminary FIRM date listed in the
Use of a Scientific Resolution Panel online at https://www.ﬂoodsrp.arg/pdfs/ tables. Additionally, the current

{SRP) is available to communities in srp overview,pdf. effective FIRM and FIS report for each

support of the appeal resolution The watersheds and/or communities  gommunity are accessible online

s. SRPs are independent panels of affected are listed in the tables below. through the FEMA Map Service Center

proces are

experts in hydrology, hydraulics, and The Preliminary FIRM, and where at https://msc.fema.gov for comparison.

other pertinent sciences established to applicable, FIS report for each P fomag ] P
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance No.

community are available for inspection

review conflicting scientific and
at both the online location https://

97.022, “Flood Insurance.”)

technical data and provide

recommendations for resolution. Use of  hazards. fema.gov/f%mtgportal/ Nicholas A. Shufro,

the SRP only may be exercised after prelimdownload and the respective ' - ,
FEMA and local communities have been Community Map Repository address ?LZ l;g;f:;?g;’:i’fg;ﬁggﬂ; or Risk
engaged in a collaborative consultation  listed in the tables. For communities Managem bt gency, Department of
process for at least 60 days without a with multiple ongoing Preliminary Homeland Security.

mutually acceptable resolution of an studies, the studies can be identified by

T w Community Community map repository address>

Clay County, Hlinois and incorporated Areas
Project: 16-05-2969S Preliminary Date: July 21, 2022

City Of FIOTA covuuecersersmssnsmmessescssssiannramssssimssessassmsansssssisescnotss City Hall, 131 East 2nd Street, Flora, IL 62839.

Unincorporated Areas of Clay County ...... . Clay County Courthouse, 111 East Chesinut Street, Room 106, Louisville, IL 62858.

Village of Clay ClY ....cococommremminivinnnees Village Hall, 318 South Walnut Street, Clay City, IL 62824.
Village Hall, 177 South Main Street, Louisville, IL. 62858.

Village of Louisville ...... |
Village of Sailor Springs . | Village Hall, 107 South Washington Street, Sailor Springs, L. 62824,

St. Louis County, Minnesota and Incorporated Areas
Project: 14-05-2193S Preliminary Date: October 28, 2022

Bois Forie Band of ChiPPEWa ...ucuiueriireserersssasssnamsnasananiunes Bois Forte Band of Chippewa Tribal Office, 5344 Lakeshore Drive, Nett Lake, MN

5§5772.
| City Hall, 16 West 2nd Avenue North, Aurora, MN 55705.
| City Hall, 71 South Drive, Babbitt, MN 55706.
City Hall, 321 North Main Street, Biwabik, MN 55708.
City Hall, 8757 1st Street South, Brookston, MN 55711.
City Hall, 127 South River Street, Cook, MN 55723.

City OF AUIOTE. <vussiesmressasmssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssss e sssssmsssasss
City of Babbitt ..... ‘
City of Biwabik ...
City of Brookston

City of COOK .eeuivernivinnninnian S —
City of Duluth ..cecreevcee . Gity Hall, 411 West First Street, Duluth, MN 55802.
Gy O EIY wocveaereeressnissrsescoisrsenssessssssnssesssssasansussnsssssassssnsses City Hall, 209 East Chapman Street, Ely, MN 55731.

City Hall, 111 West 8th Avenue, Floodwood, MN 55736.
. | City Hall, 5105 Maple Grove Road, Hermantown, MN 55811.
. | City Hall, 401 East 21st Street, Hibbing, MN 55746.
.. | Municipal Building, 206 Kennedy Memorial Drive, Hoyt Lakes, MN 55750.
City Office, 4141 Merritt Avenue, Iron Junction, MN 55751.
Meadowlands Community Center, 7758 Western Avenue, Meadowlands, MN 55765.
City Hall, 8586 Enterprise Drive South, Mountain lron, MN 55768.
City Hali, 4429 Highway 53, Orr, MN 55771.
City Hall, 100 Pionk Drive, Proctor, MN 55810.
. Rice Lake City Hall, 4107 West Beyer Road, Duluth, MN 55803.
. | City Hall, 602 Main Street, Tower, MN 55790.
| City Hall, 327 South First Street, Virginia, MN 55792.
: Winton Community Center, 102 North Main Street, Wintan, MN 55796.
f Lake Superior Chippewa ......ccceceve Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Tribal Center, 1720 Big Lake Road,

Cloquet, MN 55720.
St. Louis County Courthouse, 100 North 5th Avenue West, Duluth, MN 55802.

Township of GNESEN .....ccceiiimmuerniseeens Gnesen Community Center, 6356 Howard Gnesen Road, Duluth, MN 55803.
Township of Lakewood Lakewood Town Hall, 3110 Strand Road, Duluth, MN 55803.
Township of Midway ..... Midway Town Hall, 3230 Midway Road, Duluth, MN 5581Q.
Summers County, West Virginia and Incorporated Areas
Project: 21-03-0008S Preliminary Date: September 30, 2022 and May 01, 2023

City of Floodwood .....
City of Hermantown ..
City of Hibbing ...........
City of Hoyt LaKes ......cccourmrrrimnnnsiinnnsnanisnscnsens
City of Iron Junction .
City of Meadowlands .....emescssrnisscasenes
City of Mountain lron .
City of OFf wceevvenenne
City of Proctor ....
City of Rice Lake
City of Tower ......
City of Virginia ......o......
City of Winton
Fond du Lac Band o

Unincorporated Areas of St. Louis COUNLY wveueriiscnrannenss

City Of HINON .oovveereeremsnrsnssssnsctssmnnns s sessnnnsssseens é City Hall, 322 Summers Street, Hinton, WV 25951.
Unincorporated Areas of Summers County ...ocovevmrereecens Summers County Courthouse, 120 Ballengee Street, Suite 203, Hinton, WV 25951.

[FR Doc. 2023-18282 Filed 8-24-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8110-12-P
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SCIENTIFIC RESOLUTION PANELS

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), through
its flood hazard mapping program, Risk MAP (Risk Mapping,
Assessment, and Planning), identifies flood hazards, assesses
flood risks, and partners with states, tribes and local
communities to provide accurate flood hazard and risk data to
guide them in taking effective mitigation actions. The resulting
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) maps provide the
basis for community floodplain management regulations and
flood insurance requirements.

What is a Scientific Resolution Panel?

FEMA'’s Scientific Resolution Panel (SRP) process reinforces
FEMA's commitment to work with communities to ensure the
flood hazard data depicted on Flood Insurance Rate Maps
(FIRMs) are developed collaboratively, using the best science
available. >

Flood hazards are constantly changing, and FEMA updates
FIRMs through several methods to reflect those changes. When
proposed changes to a FIRM are met with conflicting technical
and/or scientific data during a regulatory appeal period, an
independent third-party review of the information may be
appropriate. An SRP serves as an independent third party.

The SRP process benefits both FEMA and the community:
b It offers a neutral review process by independent third parties.

b It confirms FEMA's commitment to using the best science for
the purpose of accurately depicting flood hazards on flood
maps.

b It provides an additional opportunity for resolving community
appeals involving conflicting technical and/or scientific data.

While FEMA had previously established an SRP process, the
Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012 formally
established a statutory SRP process. The Appeal and Comment
Processing Guidance for Flood Risk Analysis and Mapping,
which incorporates the legislative requirements for the SRP, is
available at www.fema.gov/guidelines-and-standards-flood-risk-
analysis-and-mapping.

RISK MAPPING, ASSESSMENT, AND PLANNING PROGRAM (RIS

bo abiean Ts e M

i

For Additional Information

For more information on appeals, see the
FEMA document Appeals, Revisions, and

Amendments to National Flood Insurance
Program Maps: A Guide for Community

Officials at www.fema.gov/flood-maps;
change~-your-flood-zone/quide-
community-members

Part 67 of the NFIP regulations,

which pertains to appeals, is available at
www.ecfr.qov}currentltitle-44/chapter«l/
subchapter-B/part-67

FEMA'’s Guidelines and Standards

for Flood Risk Analysis and Mapping
webpage includes the Appeal and
Comment Processing Guidance for Flood
Risk Analysis and Mapping:
www.fema.gov/quidelines-and-standards—
flood-risk~analysis-and~mapping

Templates and Other Resources:

www.fema.qgov/media~
Iibrary/assets/documents/32786?id=7577

Other Important Links:

¢  NIBS Scientific Review Panel website:
www.floodsrp.org

¢ Risk MAP: www.fema.gov/flood-maps/
tools-resources /risk-map

¢ Information on Recent and Upcoming
Map Changes: www.fema.gov/flood-
maps/change-your-flood-zonetlome

¢ Flood Insurance:
www.floodsmart.qov
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The Process

To request a review by an SRP, the community’s Chief Executive Officer or designee completes an SRP Request
Form and submits it to FEMA during the time periods outlined above. Once FEMA confirms that the situation and the
conflicting technical and/or scientific data are eligible for an SRP, it forwards the SRP Request Form to NIBS, which
will initiate the panel selection process and develop a list of potential members.

Once the panel is convened, panel members are provided with a summary of the issue, FEMA's data, and the data
the community submitted during the 90-day appeal period. Panel members review the data and, on a point-by-point
basis, deliberate and make a decision based on the scientific and/or technical challenges.

If the community feels it is necessary to make an oral presentation in support of its request, it must include a
justification on the SRP Request Form.

Resolution

The panel must present its written report to the community and FEMA within 90 days of being convened, and that
report will be used by the FEMA Administrator for making the final determination. A panel determination must be in
favor of either FEMA or the community on each distinct element of the dispute, and the panel may not offer any
alternative determination as a resolution. In the case of a dispute submitted by the community on behaif of an
owner or lessee of real property in the community, the panel determination must be in favor of either FEMA, the
community, or the ownet/lessee on each distinct element of the dispute.

if changes to the maps are recommended in the panel’s determination, and FEMA elects to implement the panel’'s
determination, FEMA will incorporate the changes into a revised Preliminary FIRM and, if appropriate, FIS report. The
revised products will be available to the community for review, with a resolution letter, before FEMA issues an LFD.

Once the SRP provides its determination and FEMA issues its resolution letter to implement the recommendations,
the SRP recommendations are binding on all appellants and not subject to judicial review.

If the FEMA Administrator elects not to accept the panel’s findings, the Administrator will issue a written justification
within 60 days of receiving the report from the SRP. Under these circumstances, the appellants maintain their right
to appeal FEMA's final determination to the appropriate Federal District Court.

3 March 2023
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Who Can Request an SRP?

A community, tribe, or other political entity with the authority to adopt and enforce floodplain ordinances for the
area under its jurisdiction can request that FEMA use an SRP when conflicting technical and/or scientific data -
have been presented. For additional information, review the Appeal and Comment Processing Guidance for Flood
Risk Analysis and Mapping at www.femna.gov/ guidelines-and-standards-flood-risk-a nalysis-and-mapping.

When Can Communities Request an SRP?
A community can request an SRP if the following requirements have been met:
b It has not yet received a Letter of Final Determination (LFD) from FEMA.

» Confiicting technical and/or scientific data, submitted during the 90-day appeal period, resulted in different flood
hazards than those proposed by FEMA. .

b At least 60 days of community consultation with FEMA (but no more than 120 days) have taken place.

Additionally, a community that receives a FEMA-issued resolution letter and has not previously exercised the SRP
process will have 30 days from the issuance of the letter to request an SRP.

Independent Panel Sponsor

The SRP process is managed by the National Institute for Building Sciences (NIBS), a non-profit organization
independent of FEMA. NIBS will administer the SRPs, ensuring that proper guidelines and procedures are employed
and maintaining a cadre of experts from which panel members are selected.

Panel Member Selection

Five panelists are convened for each appeal brought to the SRP request. Panel members are technical experts in
surface water hydrology, hydraulics, coastal engineering, and other engineering and scientific fields that relate to the
creation of FIRMs and Flood Insurance Studies (FiS) throughout the United States.

Based on the technical challenges associated with each request, NIBS develops a list of potential members with
relevant expertise, from its cadre of experts. NIBS also checks that those listed are available to serve, do not reside
in the state from which the appeal or data were filed, and have no personal or professional interest in its findings for
the flood risk project.

NIBS provides the list to the community and FEMA to select the panel members. The community selects at least the
simple majority (three), and FEMA selects the remaining panel members from the short list of cadre members,
based on the technical challenges of the appeal or data submittal.
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Figure 1: SRP Timeline
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