Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen

October 14, 2024

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, October 14, 2024. The following officers were present: 
	Jon Nelson			Chair 
	Gary Juten			Supervisor
Nancy Poppenberg		Supervisor
Sarah Blix			Clerk
Mary Bjorklund			Treasurer
	Hannah Jurek			Deputy Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Nelson.  Board Members and residents stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  A motion to approve the agenda was moved by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.

Minutes of the September 23, 2024 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor Juten, second by Supervisor Poppenberg.

Treasurer’s report:
	Balance for August 2024				      $322,238.66
	Receipts for September 2024		  	                   +$23,638.51
						  	 	      $345,877.17
	Disbursements for September 2024      	  	 	       -$22,612.12
	Balance for September 2024				       $323265.05
                   	
There were six outstanding checks for the month.  Motion by Supervisor Juten, second by Supervisor Poppenberg to accept the Treasurer’s report.  All vote in favor. 

DISCUSSION: 

OLD BUSINESS:
Hemlock Drive Issue – Mike presented his Phase 1 & 2 strategy for this abatement.  There was a lot of discussion about how those phases would work.  Chair Nelson questioned having the landowner attend a closed meeting with the Township Supervisors and attorney Gunnar Johnson to see if we can come to an agreement and work together to resolve this issue, similar to how the Normanna Road abatement was handled.  Chair Nelson asked if he could contact Gunnar to set this up, both Supervisor Juten and Supervisor Poppenberg agreed that the Township needs to continue moving forward and that Gunnar needs to be involved. 
DNR Grant – Chair Nelson reported that the playscape upgrades have been completed, and the new entry and signs have been installed.  Accessible paths still need to be created as well as lights for the flagpole and skating rink.  Tennis West installed the tennis net post holders and supplied the removable posts and nets.  Sinnott will be repairing the low spots in the parking lot and is planning on striping the parking lot in the spring.
GCC - Connecting Smoke Detectors to Security System - Sarah received a quote from Per Mar but after some discussion there were still some questions that need to be addressed.  Sarah will reach out to Per Mar and bring more information to the next meeting. 
Utilizing Drones for Zoning Issues – Supervisor Juten spoke with Sheriff Ramsay and was informed that zoning and law enforcement have completely different rules for utilizing drones.  Law enforcement is much more restrictive whereas zoning does have the right to utilize drones to investigate complaints on personal property. 
New Printer for Office – Sarah received a quote from EO Johnson for $87.11/month to lease a new Cannon printer.  This price includes a maintenance agreement as well.  Supervisor Juten made a motion to approve the leasing of a new printer, second by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.  
Tree Removal Along Tennis Courts – Sarah reached out to both Ricks Tree & Stump Removal and Bookers but only heard back from Ricks who provided a quote of $3,300.00 to remove 15 trees along the north side of the 
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tennis courts.  Supervisor Juten made a motion to accept the quote, second by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.  

NEW BUSINESS:
Road Report – Darin reported that most roads are in good condition with only a few needing some grading.  Darin and Beau have started limbing the trees that St. Louis County said needed to be done prior to snowfall or they would not plow those roads.  Darin said the grader needs two new batteries.  Supervisor Juten provided a quote from McCoy for $400.82 per battery so a total of $801.64.  Supervisor Juten made a motion to approve the purchase, second by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.      
Gnesen Community Center Report – Sarah reported that the Farmers Market/Craft Show brought in $800.00 in donations to the Community Center.  A resident will be starting a winter open pickleball league in November.  This will be advertised in the November newsletter and will be held on Mondays and Wednesdays when the building is already open.  
Resolution #24-12 Support for the Rice Lake Road and Emerson Road Left-Turn and Right-Turn Lanes Project Highway Safety Improvement Program Funding Application – Chair Nelson made a motion to sign Resolution #24-12 in support of this project, second by Supervisor Juten.  All vote in favor.   

ZONING OFFICERS REPORT: Rick mentioned that he is currently dealing with some short-term rental issues.  Mike said he contacted John Otterbein for an update regarding the Stewart Camp and was told that John has not contacted the landowners yet about their current septic holding tanks but is hoping to soon.   

CORRESPONDENCE: Letter from FEMA regarding the township and adopting FEMA’s ordinance verbiage/flood map in order to receive future funding if ever needed.  This has been tabled and will be discussed at the next meeting.   Chair Nelson will reach out to FEMA for more information.  

Disbursement #16370 through #16393 and 5 EFTs were read, approved, and signed for payment for a total of $101,811.92 with a motion by Supervisor Juten, second by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor of paying the disbursements. 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Juten. No objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.) 

Visitors attending the meeting: AJ Jensen, Jay and Marcia Haller, Carol Jacobson, Carter Williams, Pete Bergman

Employees present: Darin Franckowiak, Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson
Employees absent: Bruce Smith, Beau Halvorson

Upcoming meetings:
P&Z Meeting – October 16, 2024 - 7:00pm
Town Board Meeting – October 28, 2024 – 7:00pm 


Signed: _______________________________ 	            __________________________________
	 Sarah Blix, Clerk			 	   Mary Bjorklund, Treasurer

           ________________________________                	Date approved: ______________________
              Jon Nelson, Chair



