Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen
March 10, 2025

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, March 10, 2025. The following officers were

present:
Jon Nelson Chair
Gary Juten Supervisor
Nancy Poppenberg Supervisor
Sarah Blix Clerk
Mary Bjorklund Treasurer
Sara Rowe Deputy Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Nelson. Board Members and residents stood and recited the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. A motion to approve the agenda with the addition of Annual Meeting Discussion was
moved by Chair Nelson, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. All vote in favor.

The minutes of the February 24, 2025 Floodplain Ordinance Public Hearing were unanimously approved with a motion
by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.

The minutes of the February 24, 2025 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor
Poppenberg, seconded by Supervisor Juten.

Treasurer’s report:

Balance for February 2025 $256,897.08
Receipts for February 2025 +$3,829.99

$260,727.07
Disbursements for February 2025 -$17,930.95
Balance for March 2025 $242,796.12

There were five outstanding checks for the month. Motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg to
accept the Treasurer’s report. All vote in favor.

DISCUSSION:

OLD BUSINESS:

Hemlock Drive Issue — Chair Nelson was informed by Andrew, the attorney working on this issue that the property
owner still has not been served the letter informing him of the abatement proceedings. Because of this, Andrew has
suggested that the public hearing be moved to June 9, 2025. More information to come. Rick said he spoke with Dave
Fink from St. Louis County Environmental Services and Dave said he is willing to work with Gnesen and MPCA to
make progress on the garbage that is to be believed to have been buried on the Hemlock Drive property. Rick said he is
also looking into how much it would cost to have someone with a metal detector search the property for buried junk.
Rick said there are metal detectors that can detect metal that was buried 10-15ft deep. Supervisor Juten suggested
running the metal detector idea by the attorney first to make sure it is allowable.

GCC Flooring Update — Sarah said the flooring is set to be installed starting the second week of June. Sarah will work
with the group that rents on Sunday and have them move their rental to the gym while the flooring install is happening.

NEW BUSINESS:

Road Report — At the request of St. Louis County, Darin rode around with two members of their road crew so that they
could point out trouble areas when there is heavy snow load on the trees. Darin said that on road checks he noted that
most roads were in good shape.

Gnesen Community Center Report — Sarah said she has ordered and received the net for in between the tennis courts.
She is working on getting the basketball post/net but was experiencing some communication issues with the company.
Hopefully this will be ordered and delivered soon so that once spring thaw happens it can get installed.

GVED Contract for Service — There have been no changes to the contract this year. Supervisor Juten made a motion to
accept the contract as presented, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. All vote in favor.
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Renewing L ease for Linda Lenard — Chair Nelson asked the Lenard’s if they would be comfortable putting the garbage
service in their name since they lock the dumpster, and it is only used for their garbage. The Lenard’s agreed to this.
Sarah will cancel Gnesen’s garbage service at the Old Town Hall at the end of March and the Lenard’s will be
responsible for setting up their own service starting April 1, 2025. Furnace issues were discussed, and it was decided
that all future furnace issues will be reported to the Supervisor of the Old Town Hall, and they will contact DG Solem
& Sons to schedule repairs. All repairs will be done by DG Solem & Sons and not township maintenance personnel.
Linda questioned a loud whistling noise that the furnace makes and asked if there was anything that could be done to
remedy the problem. Supervisor Juten will reach out to DG Solem & Sons and see if they can look into it. Chair
Nelson made a motion to renew the contract with Linda Lenard, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. All vote in
favor.

Annual Meeting — The Annual Meeting was discussed. The Supervisors will each give a report/update on things
happening in the township regarding the roads, community center, and zoning.

ZONING REPORT: Supervisor Poppenberg said she had requested a certified letter be sent to the Stewart family
informing them to attend the March 19, 2025 P&Z meeting to discuss their property on Berg Road. Supervisor
Poppenberg said she believes the letter was not sent. Carter commented that the family has been notified several times
about the March meeting and if they fail to attend, their issue will still be discussed and they will be sent a letter
informing them of the items needing to be remedied prior to the August 31, 2025 compliance deadline. Chair Nelson
agreed to continue moving forward and discussing the property at the March 19, 2025 meeting. Mike reported that he
spoke with the representative from Fullerton Co regarding the tower by Thompson Lake and was informed that they
would be passing the township’s request to redirect the antenna so that it aims over neighboring residential homes to
AT&T and T-Mobile to see if they can do this. Carter asked about a future public hearing for ordinance changes. It
was suggested that April could work. Carter also asked about a variance public hearing that St. Louis County held
regarding the septic for the Island Lake Inn STR. Supervisor Juten said that SLC already held the public hearing and
approved the variance request. Rick said he attended the disaster training that was put on by St. Louis County.

CORRESPONDENCE:
e St. Louis County Road Maintenance Programs for 2026
e Couri and Ruppe Legal Seminar

Disbursement #16532 through #16564 and 4 EFTs were read, approved, and signed for payment for a total of
$144,622.55 with a motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. All vote in favor of paying the
disbursements.

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:00pm with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Juten. No
objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)

Visitors attending the meeting: Jay & Marcia Haller, Carter Williams, Pete Bergman, AJ Jensen, Linda & Joe Lenard

Employees present: Darin Franckowiak, Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson
Employees absent: Beau Halvorson

Upcoming meetings:

Annual Meeting — March 11, 2025 — 8:30pm

P&Z Meeting — March 19, 2025 - 7:00pm
Reorganization Meeting — March 24, 2025 — 5:45pm
Town Board Meeting — March 24, 2025 — 7:00pm

Signed:

Sarah Blix, Clerk Mary Bjorklund, Treasurer

Date approved:

Jon Nelson, Chair



