
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

April 14, 2025 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, April 14, 2025. The following officers were 

present:  

 Jon Nelson   Chair  

 Gary Juten   Supervisor 

Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

Sarah Blix   Clerk 

Mary Bjorklund   Treasurer 

Sara Rowe   Deputy Clerk 

  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Nelson.  Board Members and residents stood and recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  A motion to approve the agenda was moved by Chair Nelson, seconded by 

Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor. 

 

The minutes of the March 24, 2025 Reorganization Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor 

Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. 

 

The minutes of the March 24, 2025 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor 

Poppenberg, seconded by Supervisor Juten. 

 

Treasurer’s report: 

 Balance for March 2025             $243,008.40 

 Receipts for March 2025                                       +$21,560.52 

                          $264,568.92 

 Disbursements for March 2025                          -$144,622.65 

 Balance for April 2025                      $119,946.27 

                     

There were no outstanding checks for the month.  Motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg to 

accept the Treasurer’s report.  All vote in favor.  

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – Chair Nelson stated that both he and Mike had met with the attorney on April 1, 2025.  The 

public hearing is scheduled for June 9, 2025.  This will happen as part of the regularly scheduled Town Board Meeting.    

DNR Grant – Pickleball Court Layout – Discussion about pickleball court layout and how to best utilize the courts to 

maximize on the space.  Ben Strege, a resident who was in attendance at tonight’s meeting and an avid pickleball 

player, offered his thoughts on layout.  It was determined that the courts need to be measured then it can be decided 

how to stripe the courts. 

Victory Fund Bystander Training – Supervisor Juten made a motion to sign the contract to offer a free CPR/First 

Aid/Mental Health training at the GCC for any resident who wishes to attend, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All 

vote in favor.   

Firewise – Mike said he and Carter Williams attended a Firewise meeting with Gloria and have scheduled a Firewise 

Demonstration for July 19, 2025 from 10am to noon.  This demonstration is open to anyone who wishes to attend and 

will focus on how to properly protect your home and property against wildfire.  Location TBD.  In September there will 

be two weekends where the old St. Louis County gravel pit off Boulder Dam Road will be opened for residents to drop 

off brush free of charge.  Volunteers will be needed to help monitor the pit entrance and make sure that only brush and 

small trees are being dropped off and not garbage, stumps, or large trees.  Following the two weekends of drop offs, the 

brush will then be chipped and hauled away.  Dates and times will be posted in the Gnesen Newsletter as details are 

finalized.    
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NEW BUSINESS: 

Road Report – Darin said the roads are very wet, some wash boarding present.  Darin reported he did not notice any 

beaver or culvert issues.   

Gnesen Community Center Report – Sarah stated that CTC asked to rent the GCC in August to hold a “Taste of 

Technology” event.  This will be a free event for residents to attend to learn about the fiber installation, fiber security, 

and ask any questions they may have.  Dinner will be provided for all who attend.  Sarah questioned if we could waive 

the rental fee since this event is open to our entire community.  Supervisor Juten made a motion to waive the fee, 

seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.  More information on this event will be put into the newsletter 

as it becomes available.     

Road Reviews – Road Reviews were scheduled for Friday, May 2, 2025 starting at 1pm.   

Lawn Mowing at Old Town Hall – Supervisor Juten made a motion to approve having Ed Franckowiak mow at the 

OTH again this year for the same rate as last year which is $80/mow, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in 

favor.   

 

ZONING REPORT: Mike reported that members of the Stewart Camp family will be attending the May Planning 

Commission Meeting to discuss their property.  Rick said that David Humes will be getting an official zoning violation 

letter as he has not made any progress working with the Township to remedy his violations on his Normanna Road 

property.  Rick said that the complaint that was turned in regarding Ullands Hot Mix Plant is taking a lot of time to dig 

through and so he will be sending a letter asking for a 60 day extension.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

• Letter from FEMA regarding Letters of Map Amendments – Chair Nelson will look into this and bring more 

information to the April 28, 2025 meeting.  

Disbursement #16565 through #16599 and 4 EFTs were read, approved, and signed for payment for a total of 

$18,399.32 with a motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor of paying the 

disbursements.  

 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:51pm with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Juten. No 

objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: Jay Haller, Carter Williams, Pete Bergman, AJ Jensen, Carol Jacobson, Stacy & Nate 

Spicer, Randy Dulinski, Matt & Hazel Thibodeau, Jill Scharold, Sherri Underthun, Ben Strege   

 

Employees present: Darin Franckowiak, Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson 

Employees absent: Beau Halvorson 

 

Upcoming meetings: 

P&Z Meeting – April 16, 2025 - 7:00pm 

Board of Appeals – April 22, 2025 – 10:00am 

Ordinance Changes Public Hearing – April 28, 2025 – 6:30pm 

Town Board Meeting – April 28, 2025 – 7:00pm  

 

 

Signed: ______________________________              __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk        Mary Bjorklund, Treasurer 

 

           _______________________________                 Date approved: ______________________ 

              Jon Nelson, Chair 


