
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

March 24, 2025 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, March 24, 2025. The following officers 

were present:  

 Jon Nelson   Chair  

Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

Gary Juten    Supervisor 

 Sarah Blix   Clerk 

 Sara Rowe   Deputy Clerk 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair Nelson.   

 

Motion to approve the agenda with the addition of Scott Carlson Building Permit 25-06 under Old Business was 

moved by Chair Nelson, seconded by Supervisor Juten.  All vote in favor.   

 

Minutes of the March 10, 2025 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor 

Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.   

 

Minutes of the March 11, 2025, Annual Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor 

Poppenberg, seconded by Supervisor Juten.   

      

DISCUSSION: Ordinance updates public hearing is scheduled for Monday, April 28, 2025 at 6:30pm.   

        

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – No updates at this time.  Chair Nelson did send an email asking that the Township be 

notified when the letter is delivered.  Mike asked if he could see a copy of the letter.  Chair Nelson will reach out 

to request that.   

Stewart Camp – Supervisor Poppenberg stated that the Planning Commission is requesting that certified letters be 

sent to all family members who are listed as property owners that requests them to send the township a clean up 

plan by April 7, 2025 then attend the May 21, 2025 P&Z meeting to discuss.  Rick was initially going to draft the 

letter but now it was decided that Mike will be drafting the letter and providing it to Sarah by March 25, 2025 so 

she can get them sent out right away. 

DNR Grant Update – Sarah provided the supervisors with a cost breakdown of the project to date and projects that 

still need to be completed.  There was discussion about the tennis court striping and how many pickleball courts 

will be marked.  Chair Nelson said he will reach out to the Duluth Area Pickleball Association for their input and 

bring back information to the April 14, 2025 TB meeting.    

Victory Fund – More information will come regarding CPR, First Aid, Mental Health classes that will be offered 

to residents.   

Old Town Hall Furnace – Supervisor Juten said he spoke with D.G Solem and Sons regarding the furnaces 

whistling sound that Linda Lenard complained about at last months meeting.  Supervisor Juten said in talking 

with D.G Solem and Sons, without digging into it, the sounds could be caused by gas lines that are too small.  The 

price of a new boiler was quoted at $10,000 plus.  All three supervisors agreed that at this time they are not 

interested in replacing the boiler. 

Scott Carlson Building Permit – There was question regarding a permit that was issued to Scott Carlson who 

resides on Boulder Dam Road.  Scott was requesting to remove a portion of his deck to add an addition onto his 

house.  The structure would not meet the setbacks from OWHL.  There was discussion about grandfathering in 

and if removing a deck and replacing with a structure would meet the grandfathering in criteria.  Carol said she 

did not think that it would qualify as it is a completely different use.  Carter said the precedent was already set 

when a resident on Schultz Lake was denied a permit when they asked to enclose their deck to make it livable 

space.  Chair Nelson questioned if a variance was ever granted for the deck that is currently on the house as it also 

does not meet OWHL setbacks.  If a variance was not granted then the deck is not considered grandfathered in.  

After much discussion it was decided to have Mike contact Scott and inform him that his permit was rescinded 

and would require a variance to move forward.      
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St. Louis County Crack Sealing – Supervisor Juten price compared St. Louis County pricing vs. what the 

Township paid to crack seal Island Lake Drive in 2024 and the prices were very comparable.  Supervisor Juten 

said W. Pioneer Road needs to be looked at for possible crack sealing.  Supervisor Juten said this can be looked at 

more closely at road reviews in May but if this is something the Township wants to do in 2026 the paperwork 

needs to be turned into St. Louis County by June 2, 2025.  Supervisor Juten also mentioned that he noticed several 

12-inch potholes that are forming on W. Pioneer Road that he would like to patch.  Supervisor Juten made a 

motion to approve the purchase of 10 bags of cold mix at $33/bag, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote 

in favor.      

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

AWAIR Safety Training – The AWAIR packet was handed out to all employees at tonight’s meeting to read, sign 

the training acknowledgement form, and turn into the office by April 13, 2025.  

Resolution #25-08 Reappointing to the Town of Gnesen Planning Commission – Supervisor Poppenberg made a 

motion to appoint Carol Jacobson, Carter Williams, and Pete Bergman to the P&Z board for another 3-year term 

ending in 2028, seconded by Supervisor Juten.  All vote in favor.     

 

P&Z BOARD SUPERVISORS REPORT:  

• P&Z Member Absences – Supervisor Poppenberg mentioned that there was discussion at the last P&Z 

meeting regarding Matt Thibodeau and his unexcused absences.  Matt had unexcused absences in both 

February and March 2025.  There was discussion about the P&Z bylaws and the lack of clarification on 

whether the attendance report runs term year, which would be April to April or whether it runs a calendar 

year.  Chair Nelson clarified what constitutes an unexcused absence and that it would run a calendar year 

so as of now, Matt has only missed two meetings.  Matt, who was in attendance at tonight’s meeting, was 

reminded to notify the office when he is going to be absent so that the office staff can keep track of 

quorum.   

• Water Testing for STR – Rick was questioning why water testing is not required by Gnesen’s STR 

ordinance when it is a requirement per the state.  Sherri and Carol both mentioned that this was discussed 

at the STR public hearing, but it did not get approved to be put into the final ordinance.  After some 

discussion it was decided to leave the ordinance as it.  

• David Humes – Rick has sent David Humes several letters but so far, they have all been ignored.  Rick 

said he hand delivered David a letter today reminding him that he missed his deadlines and asking him to 

attend the April 16, 2025 P&Z meeting to discuss his Normanna Road property.  Carter mentioned that 

the David Humes issues are being treated as two separate issues – the Normanna Road issue and the Rice 

Lake Road issue.        

ZONING OFFICERS REPORT: Rick said he is still trying to locate a copy of an administrative search warrant.  

Rick also mentioned that he received a 25-page citizen complaint from Nathan Hoyza regarding Ulland’s Oscar 

Pit hot mix plant.  Rick said he is reviewing the document and once done he will be sharing it with the Planning 

Commission.  Rick also mentioned that there was a signed petition by several residents that accompanied the 

complaint.  Mike said he still has not heard anything from Fullerton Co regarding repositioning the 

communication tower on Thompson Lake Road so that it aims away from residential homes.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:59pm with a motion by Supervisor Juten, second by Supervisor 

Poppenberg. No objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: AJ Jensen, Jay and Marcia Haller, Carter Williams, Pete Bergman, Carol 

Jacobson, Randy Dulinsky, Mary Shaw, Mike Rowe, Mia and Matt Thibodeau, Sherri Underthun, Mary 

Bjorklund 

Employees present: Darrin Franckowiak, Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson 

Employees absent:  
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Upcoming Meetings:  

Town Board Meeting – April 14, 2025 – 7:00pm 

P&Z Meeting – April 16, 2025 - 7:00pm 

Board of Appeals – April 22, 2025 – 10:00am 

Town Board Meeting – April 28, 2025 – 7:00pm 

 

 

Signed: _______________________________   __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk     Jon Nelson, Chair 

 

 Date approved: ______________________ 


