Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen
April 28, 2025

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, April 28, 2025. The following officers
were present:

Jon Nelson Chair
Nancy Poppenberg Supervisor
Gary Juten Supervisor
Sarah Blix Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 7:08 pm by Chair Nelson.

Motion to approve the agenda with the addition of Firewise under Old Business was moved by Chair Nelson,
seconded by Supervisor Juten. All vote in favor.

Minutes of the April 14, 2025 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor
Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.

DISCUSSION: None

OLD BUSINESS:

Hemlock Drive Issue — Chair Nelson said he has not had any contact with the attorney since the last Town Board
meeting. Mike said he did hear that some neighbors near the property have been contacted by the attorney for
affidavits. As far as clean up, no changes have been noted at the property.

FEMA Letter of Map Amendments — Chair Nelson said he contacted a representative from FEMA and asked what
the expectations or the Township were regarding this. FEMA stated the Township does not have to do anything.
The supervisors agreed that at the very least, this information will get put on the website and in the newsletter so
that anyone can see if their property was affected by these map changes.

DNR Grant Pickleball/Tennis Courts Layout — It was decided that there will be 2 pickleball courts striped on each
tennis court. Chair Nelson will reach out to the Duluth Area Pickleball Association to see if they will help fund
nets.

Firewise — July 19, 2025 at Waters of Life Church a best practices Firewise demonstration event will be held from
10am to noon. This event is open to the public and will teach homeowners what they can do to protect their
homes from wildfire. A chipping event will also be held sometime in September at the St. Louis County gravel
pit on Boulder Dam Road. A date for this event has not been scheduled yet but will be advertised in the Gnesen
newsletter as more information becomes available.

NEW BUSINESS: There was no new business

P&Z BOARD SUPERVISORS REPORT: Supervisor Poppenberg reported that the Stewart family is scheduled
to attend the May 21, 2025 P&Z meeting to discuss their property on Berg Road and the Commission Members
would like the Town Board Supervisors to attend that meeting. Chair Nelson said he will not be available to
attend that meeting, but Supervisor Juten said he can attend. Supervisor Poppenberg also said the Planning
Commission wanted clarification on member absences. At the last Town Board Meeting the Supervisors said
absences were based on a calendar year. P&Z Board members’ terms run from April to April, so the Commission
was asking permission for absences to run the same. It was decided that since the bylaws are only in place to
govern the P&Z Board, then they have the right to set their own guidelines it just needs to be clear to everyone
what those guidelines are.

ZONING OFFICERS REPORT: Rick said the David Humes building violation deadline ends May 16, 2025
and if no contact has been made then a citation letter will be delivered. Rick asked the Supervisors if he could
contact the township attorney on this issue as he has several questions he would like clarified. Chair Nelson
asked Rick if he could send him his questions first. Rick also said he is continuing to work on the Ulland Oscar
Pit complaint but has questions about that as well. Rick mentioned that a 60-day extension from the township
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was requested to provide more time to investigate the complaint. After some discussion it was decided for Rick
to continue researching the complaint and compile his questions then provide them to Supervisor Poppenberg and
she will reach out to attorney Jason Kuboushek from lverson Law for guidance. Supervisor Juten questioned
Ricks timeline for completing his research to which Rick said he will have it all prepared and ready by the June
Planning Commission meeting. Mike mentioned again that the Stewart family will be attending the May 21, 2025
Planning Commission meeting. Supervisor Juten said he will reach out to Jon Otterbein from St. Louis County
and invite him to that meeting as well.

CORRESPONDENCE:

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:41pm with a motion by Supervisor Juten, second by Supervisor
Poppenberg. No objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)

Visitors attending the meeting: AJ Jensen, Jay Haller, Carter Williams, Pete Bergman, Randy Dulinsky, Sherri
Underthun, Matt and Celeste Thibodeau

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson

Employees absent: Darin Franckowiak, Beau Halvorson

Upcoming Meetings:

Road Reviews — May 2, 2025 — 1:00pm

Town Board Meeting — May 12, 2025 — 7:00pm

P&Z Meeting — May 21, 2025 - 7:00pm

Town Board Meeting — May 27 — 7:00pm - TUESDAY

Signed:

Sarah Blix, Clerk Jon Nelson, Chair

Date approved:




