Town of Gnesen Town Board
Public Hearing Minutes For
Proposed Ordinance Amendments
April 28, 2025

Employees Present: Jon Nelson, Gary Juten, Nancy Poppenberg, Sarah Blix
Members Absent: None

Others Present: Carter Williams, Pete Bergman, Jay Haller, Randy Dulinski, Sherri Underthun, Matt &
Celeste Thibodeau,

Chair Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm and asked that everyone sign in for the record.
The audience was provided with a summary list of all the proposed changes. Chair Nelson stated he
would go page by page of the summary list and if anyone had comments/questions they could be
discussed. The following changes were discussed:

Short Term Rental Ordinance #01092023 —

Page 1 under section 4 3B add the following, “Property Manager and/or secondary contact
person/firm must be located within 45 minutes of STR to ensure prompt response to serious
complaints.”

Page 1 under section 4 add a new line 11 to read, “The applicant shall provide the names, addresses,
and telephone numbers of nearest property owners (minimum of 4).”

Page 2 under section 8 add a new line 14 to read, “Short term rental managers must forward all
complaint information that has been received concerning their property. Information must be
forwarded to the Town of Gnesen either by phone at 218-721-3158 or by email at clerk@gnesen.org
within 48 hours of complaint.”

Ordinance #10 —
Page 6 — Section 10.027 Environmental Review — Change the word “may” to “shall”

Page 7 — Section 10.03 Definitions — Accessory Structure or Use - Change the definition of accessory
structure or use to read the following, “Any subordinate building improvement or modular constructed
item on the same lot with the principal structure or use that is customarily incidental and subordinate
to the principal structure or use.”

Page 13 — Section 10.03 Definitions — Junk, Salvage, or Wrecking Yard - replace the current definition
for junk, salvage, or wrecking yards with the following, “Junk, Salvage, or wrecking yard — Any
location where vehicles are brought for disassembly, sale of removed parts and/or scrapping purposes.
No new junk, salvage, or wrecking yards will be permitted in the Town of Gnesen.”

Page 16 — Section 10.03 Definitions — Private Road - Add the following standards to the definition of
Private Road,
A. “Private roads may be established using the approved platting process
B. Private roads not established using the approved platting process that serve two or
more parcels
a. Must have a 33.5ft right-a-way
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b. Must have a 25ft wide year-round maintained road surface
c. Must follow the county naming process
d. Fire numbers must be located at each driveway”

Page 17 — Section 10.03 Definitions — Regulatory Flood Protection Elevation - change “one (1) foot”
to “two (2) feet.”

Page 17 - Section 10.03 Definitions — Remodel — Under section B increase the acceptable roof height
from 2ft to 6ft and remove the line that reads, “or increase living space.”

Page 17 — Section 10.03 Definitions — Road - Remove the word “public.”

Page 18 — Section 10.03 Definitions — Road — Replace the current definition of road with the
following, “A right-a-way which affords the primary means of access by pedestrians and vehicles to
abutting parcels.”

Page 19 - Section 10.03 Definitions — Simple Splits - Remove the word “public.”

Page 20 — Section 10.03 Definitions — Storage Structure - Remove the existing definition of storage
structure and replace with the following, “The term storage structure shall include shipping
containers, and any modular constructed item designed and built for the purpose of shipping,
movement, or storage of products, produce, or persons. A storage structure shall be considered an
accessory structure. A commercial shipping trailer with landing gear, tires, and suspension still
attached shall not be included as a storage structure.”

Page 21 — Section 10.03 Definitions — Tool Shed - Add a definition for tool sheds that would read the
following, “An accessory structure primarily used for the storage of domestic supplies/tool storage.
Shall require a no fee zoning permit and meet performance standards.”

Page 23 — Section 10.054 B1 — Planning Commission — Changing Planning Commission membership
criteria to read the following, “The Planning Commission shall consist of seven (7) or nine (9)
members.”

Page 32-33 — Section 10.072 Road right-of-way setbacks — Remove the current verbiage under section
10.072 and replace it with the following, “No structure can be built within 110 feet from the centerline
of existing road. Corner lots must meet setbacks on each road. This is to protect the rural nature of the
township and to provide a clear visual of objects when traveling on the road. The Zoning Officer may
permit structures with less than required setback with variance.”

Page 58 — Section 10.101 — Use Performance Standards — replace the section on tool sheds with the
following, “Tool Sheds are accessory structures primarily used for the storage of domestic
supplies/tool storage shall require a “no fee” permit if the following standards are all met.

1. Only one (1) such structure is on the lot

2. The area of the structure shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet

3. The height of the structure shall not exceed 15 feet

4. The structure must conform to required set back rules.’

’
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Page 63 - Section 10.101 — Under Q change, “Private Drives” t0 “Access”; change the word “and” to
“or” and remove “improved public.”

Page 86 - Section 10.114 — Under B 5 change the word “and” to “any.”

Page 88 - Section 10.123 — Remove line A 6 which reads, “No additions (barring a deck) have been
added to the principal structure since the implementation date of the appropriate setback standard,
and the original structure existed before setback requirements were established.” Renumber entire
section.

Page 88 - Section 10.123 — Under section B remove “and 6 to correspond with ordinance change
OR-25-21.

Page 89 - Section 10.123 — Under G 7 change “County Assessor” 10 “Qualified Individual;” change
“shall” t0 “may.”

There was discussion regarding page 32-33 — Section 10.072 Road right-of-way setbacks — Supervisor
Juten stated he had an issue with this proposal as moving the buildable setback from centerline back
110ft would cause some people to have to build in wetlands, cost people extra money if a variance was
needed, and at least two months of time for going through the variance process. Sherri said she agreed
with Supervisor Juten. Carter mentioned the reason for this proposal is to deal with platted roads and
the issue that measuring from the right a way of the road is not always accurate. Having a 110ft
standard and measuring from the centerline will make measuring easier. Randy Dulinski said
measuring from centerline makes sense but asked about keeping the existing distances. Chair Nelson
said that would allow people to build closer to the road as you would be measuring from centerline
rather than road right a way. Supervisor Juten recommended to remove this change and leave the
verbiage as is.

Chair Nelson made a motion to close the public testimony portion of the public hearing, second by
Supervisor Poppenberg. All vote in favor of closing the public testimony portion of the public hearing
at 7:07 pm.

Chair Nelson made a motion to recommend approval of the proposed ordinance changes as presented
but remove the ordinance change on page 32-33 — Section 10.072 Road Right A Way Setbacks, second
by Supervisor Juten. All vote in favor.

Supervisor Juten made a motion to adjourn the public hearing, second by Supervisor Poppenberg. All
vote in favor. The public hearing was adjourned at 7:08 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Sarah Blix, Clerk Jon Nelson, Chair
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