Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen
June 23, 2025

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, June 23, 2025. The following officers were

present:
Jon Nelson Chair
Nancy Poppenberg Supervisor
Gary Juten Supervisor
Sarah Blix Clerk
Sara Rowe Deputy Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair Nelson.

Motion to approve the agenda with the addition of Roads under Old Business was moved by Chair Nelson,
seconded by Supervisor Juten. All vote in favor.

Minutes of the June 9, 2025 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Chair Nelson,
seconded by Supervisor Juten.

DISCUSSION: None

OLD BUSINESS:

Hemlock Drive Issue — To date, seven vehicles and four dumpsters of garbage have been removed from the
property.

Ullands Oscar Pit Citizen Complaint — Rick provided his summary of findings from researching the citizen
complaint that was turned in regarding Ulland’s hot mix plant. Rick started off by saying that in all of 2024 and
to date in 2025 there have only been three complaints called in to Ulland’s complaint hotline. In addition, St.
Louis County Sheriffs office received 12 complaints (mainly false alarms and a few trespassing), MPCA has
received no complaints, and St. Louis County Environmental Services has received no complaints. Rick had sent
the complaint to our Township Attorney, Jason Kuboushek, for review and to clarify several questions he had.
Jason provided the office with a letter stating that after reviewing the complaint and both our Nuisance Ordinance
and the Ordinance that was in place in 2003 when the pit was approved, he agrees that there is no basis for a
public nuisance. Jason also said that due to the 2003 CUP application, the EAW, MPCA’s regulations and
findings, and the public hearings that were held prior to CUP approval it has been determined that a hot mix plant
was part of the application. Rick said he met with Ulland’s at their pit to see the hot mix plant. Rick said the
plant is equipped with four tires and has a hitch, making it portable. Rick was informed from Ulland’s that the
plant, most recently, has left the property in 2019, 2022, and 2023. Rick said, “yes, the pit has smells somedays
but are they in violation, no.” His recommendation to the Town Board based on his research is that the complaint
does not meet the requirements for a nuisance, it does have a legal CUP and that at this time no corrective action
is needed. Supervisor Juten made a motion to accept Ricks recommendation, seconded by Supervisor
Poppenberg. All vote in favor.

P&Z Training — Tabled as no information has been provided yet.

DNR Grant — Chair Nelson reported that he has reached out about getting some funding for pickleball nets but has
not heard back yet. Chair Nelson also said there is a grant available that would cover the costs of up to three nets,
balls, and paddles. Chair Nelson will look further into the grant.

GCC Flooring Project — Sarah provided the Board with a quote from Mavo Systems, $2080.00, to abate the
asbestos in the hallway. Supervisor Juten made a motion to approve the expenditure, seconded by Supervisor
Poppenberg. All vote in favor.

Cannabis Ordinance — A draft ordinance was provided to the Board from the Planning Commission. Carol
Jacobson gave several concerns she had regarding the draft saying that she did not believe it was complete enough
to send to a public hearing. Carol also mentioned that the township could include verbiage in the ordinance so
that an applicant would also have to apply for a CUP. Supervisor Poppenberg said she thought it would be a good
idea to include that as it would allow the township more regulation. Supervisor Poppenberg asked if an IUP could
be issued rather than a CUP. There was discussion about the completeness of the ordinance. Carter said he
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knows the ordinance is not complete but the P&Z was just trying to get something moved forward and that if it
went through a public hearing then it could be tweaked later. Sarah said she thought that before going through a
public hearing the ordinance should be presented as a complete package. There are many MN Statutes cited in the
ordinance that really nobody knows what they are referencing, there are no supporting documents or fee schedule
or performance standards, and if CUP verbiage is going to be put into the ordinance, then it should be in there
before presenting at a public hearing. Chair Nelson agreed that these things should be done prior to the public
hearing. Chair Nelson volunteered to head a subcommittee that could work on answering these questions. Sherri
Underthun, Carter Williams, and Supervisor Poppenberg also volunteered to be on the committee. Carter said
that Kathy Buran might also want to be on the committee. Sarah will reach out to Kathy and ask. The committee
will meet Monday, July 7, 2025 at 7pm.

Roads — Supervisor Juten said that the ditching project they did on Lakeview Drive created a hardship for a
neighbor across the road and now all the water from the ditching is pooling in his yard making it impossible to
access his back property. The resident, who was in attendance, asked if the township could cover 50% of the cost
to remedy the problem which would be around $500.00. Supervisor Juten made a motion to install a 6” culvert,
13’ long and cover with 5 yards of class 5 to provide the resident access to his back property, seconded by Chair
Nelson. All vote in favor. Supervisor Juten also discussed the beaver cages for Turner Road. He said he spoke
with Northern Welding, and it would cost approximately $800.00 per cage to construct. The township needs two
cages so a total of $1600.00. Chair Nelson made a motion to approve the expenditure of $1600.00 to construct
the beaver cages, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. All vote in favor. Supervisor Juten also reported that all
the gravel was laid on Township roads, Darin will finish grading, and that calcium chloride would be put down
SOOon.

NEW BUSINESS:

Virtual Meetings — Sarah said the question was brought up again about holding virtual meetings for the Planning
Commission. Sarah said the office is against holding virtual meetings unless there is an absolute necessity as they
are not very efficient, it creates an extra posting requirement, and since our meeting room is rented out we do not
have the ability to set up the virtual meeting equipment and leave it set up so there is a lot of time spent the day of
the meeting with setting up and taking down. Sarah said it is up to the Supervisors to decide but she would hope
the office staff would not be held to the expectation of this request. Supervisor Juten said he agrees and unless
there is a good reason he would expect Commission members to attend the meetings in person. Sherri Underthun
said the request was brought up by someone who has health issues as they may not be able to attend the meeting
in person. Sarah clarified that the request they received in the office did not mention health issues being the
reason but that she understood there would be circumstances where a virtual meeting may be necessary. Chair
Nelson said if a Commission member is going to have long term health issues, then that may be a time to really
look at whether they should even continue.

P&Z BOARD SUPERVISORS REPORT: Supervisor Poppenberg reported that a variance request that went
to a public hearing in June was messed up. There was a lot of confusion and misinformation given which resulted
in no quorum until the end of the meeting, no representative from the landowner showing up, and a denial of the
variance which would mean the landowner could not reapply for at least a year. Sarah said the office was aware
of the landowner’s request to push his public hearing back until July as he was waiting for information regarding
his septic, however the office had already sent out notifications to neighbors, posted, and published everything so
the meeting was going to go on as planned. The landowner had been informed and was going to have a
representative attend the meeting and ask to push his variance into July. Doing this would have made it so the
meeting could have been recessed and then reconvened without resending and reposting/publishing all the
information. The meeting did not go this way, rather his variance ended up getting denied. After some discussion
it was determined that the landowner maybe did not show due to the misinformation he was given by some
Commission members and that he was not given a fair chance to state his case. Supervisor Poppenberg made a
motion to rescind the denial and proceed as planned with a public hearing on July 16, 2025 at 6:30pm, seconded
by Supervisor Juten. All vote in favor.

ZONING OFFICERS REPORT: Rick said he had nothing more to report. Mike talked about Stewart Camp.
The certified letters will be sent out on Tuesday letting the family know what the Township’sN expectations are.
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CORRESPONDENCE: None

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:43 pm with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor
Juten. No objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)

Visitors attending the meeting: AJ Jensen, Jay and Marcia Haller, Carter Williams, Randy Dulinsky, Carol
Jacobson, Dave Opack, Sherri Underthun, Chad Twardowski

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson, Darin Franckowiak

Employees absent: Beau Halvorson

Upcoming Meetings:

Town Board Meeting — July 14, 2025 — 7:00pm
P&Z Meeting — July 16, 2025 - 7:00pm

Town Board Meeting — July 28, 2025 — 7:00pm

Signed:

Sarah Blix, Clerk Jon Nelson, Chair

Date approved:




