
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

August 11, 2025 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, August 11, 2025. The following officers were 

present:  

 Jon Nelson   Chair  

 Gary Juten   Supervisor 

Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

Sarah Blix   Clerk 

Mary Bjorklund   Treasurer 

Sara Rowe   Deputy Clerk 

  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Nelson.  Board Members and residents stood and recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  A motion to approve the agenda was moved by Chair Nelson, seconded by 

Supervisor Juten.  All vote in favor. 

 

The minutes of the July 28, 2025 Ulland’s IUP Public Hearing were unanimously approved with a motion by Chair 

Nelson seconded, by Supervisor Juten. 

 

The minutes of the July 28, 2025 Proposed Cannabis Ordinance were unanimously approved with a motion by 

Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. 

 

The minutes of the July 28, 2025 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor Juten, 

seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. 

 

 

Treasurer’s report: 

 Balance for June 2025                 $30,578.95 

 Receipts for July 2025                                       +$338,853.43 

                            $369,432.38 

 Disbursements for July 2025                                          -$129,203.93 

 Balance for July 2025                        $240,228.45 

                    

There were four outstanding checks for the month.  Motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg 

to accept the Treasurer’s report.  All vote in favor.  

 

DISCUSSION: None 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – Clean up on the property seems to be slowing down.  Mike said the junk close to the right-a-

way has moved further back onto the property.     

Stewart Camp – Mike said he drafted a letter to the Stewart family providing them two options.  The first is to remove 

all campers from the property.  The second is to apply for an IUP and then negotiate terms with the Planning 

Commission at a public hearing.   

P&Z Training – No further information on this topic.  This will be removed from the agenda until Sarah hears from the 

attorney who offered to provide training.   

Town Board Agenda – Faster Solutions completed adding a link onto our website. Sarah said she successfully put 

tonight’s agenda on the website.    

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Road Report – Darin was absent from tonight meeting but provided a report that stated all roads are in good condition.  

Supervisor Juten said the last 1100 tons of the townships class 5 surplus was crushed by Ulland’s and added to our pile.  

Supervisor Juten said there should be enough gravel in that surplus for the next three years.  
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Gnesen Community Center Report – Sarah said that National Night Out was a success.  After donations, $423.95 was 

spent on the event.  Sarah also said that 11 blood donations were collected.  Four pickleball nets were purchased and 

will be set up soon.  The company cleaning the community center has not been doing a good job and according to the 

security system is typically only in the building for less than one hour to clean the entire facility.  Sarah said in 

accordance with the contract, she sent the complaint a written complaint which included pictures and a list of duties 

they were not performing.  Sarah will be working with the company to switch their cleaning day to a day when the 

building is staffed.  Sarah said we will have to see if they remedy the problem, if not then the contract with them will be 

terminated.   Sarah said Beau stepped down from his position as maintenance personel for the community center.  

Sarah said she had already received an application for the position and had another person verbally say they were 

interested in the position and could help out with roads as well. Sarah will reach out and have the second person put in 

an application.  

 

ZONING REPORT: Rick said there were two complaints turned in about the Ulland’s hot mix plant, one concerning a 

Ulland’s truck on the road after 9pm and another concerning air quality.  Rick also said a packet of 50 complaints was 

received about Ulland’s pit regarding “trucks hauling” signs and how they don’t have any placed on Rice Lake Road.  

Rick said he contacted Vic Lund from St. Louis County about this, and Vic said as road authority for Rice Lake Road 

they have determined too many signs on roadways are actually detrimental for commuters and they do not want 

Ulland’s to place signs on their road.  Rick also mentioned that of the 50 complaints, 42% of the days in question, 

Ulland’s pit was not even in operation.  Mike did not have any information to add to the zoning report but did bring up 

the upcoming Firewise event.  Residents can bring woody debris to the St. Louis County pit on Boulder Dam Road and 

dump it for free. The event is scheduled to be held September 20th & 21st and 27th & 28th.   There is information on 

this in the August newsletter.       

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

• Couri & Ruppe Township Legal Seminar 

• MAT District 10 Meeting 

Disbursement #16706 through #16735 and 4 EFTs were read, approved, and signed for payment for a total of 

$57,159.22 with a motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor of paying the 

disbursements.  

 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:46pm with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Juten. No 

objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: Carter Williams, Pete Bergman, Carol Jacobson, Kathy Buran, AJ Jensen, Randy 

Dulinski, Jay Haller 

 

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson 

Employees absent: Darin Franckowiak 

 

Upcoming meetings: 

P&Z Meeting – August 20, 2025 - 7:00pm 

Town Board Meeting – August 25, 2025 – 7:00pm  

 

 

Signed: ______________________________              __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk        Mary Bjorklund, Treasurer 

 

           _______________________________                 Date approved: ______________________ 

              Jon Nelson, Chair 


