
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

July 28, 2025 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, July 28, 2025. The following officers were 

present:  

 Jon Nelson   Chair  

Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

Gary Juten    Supervisor 

 Sarah Blix   Clerk 

   

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair Nelson.   

 

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Supervisor Poppenberg, seconded by Supervisor Juten.  All vote in 

favor.   

 

Minutes of the July 14, 2025 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor 

Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.   

      

DISCUSSION: None 

        

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – Chair Nelson said he spoke with attorney Andrew Tiede and provided him with a progress 

report.  Andrew has since filed a motion with the courts to proceed.  The court action will give the township the 

right to abate the property.  Mike said the attorney touched base with him for some updates and asked for updated 

pictures.  Mike said to date, nine vehicles have been removed from the property with only three unlicensed 

vehicles remaining, and all other vehicles are licensed. 

Stewart Camp – Mike spoke with Loren and Brenda Stewart and explained to them that they would be required to 

apply for an IUP and move their campers after 120 days.  Mike said he was told by the family that by fall only 

two campers will be remaining on the property.  Carter questioned the septic requirement.  Mike said the family 

does not believe they need to install a septic.  Chair Nelson said if they are going to be using the campers as 

seasonal then they do not need a septic, however then the campers have to be removed from the property after 120 

days.  If they want the campers to remain on the property, then they will be classified as permanent and they need 

to install a septic.  Supervisor Juten questioned the deadlines that were laid out at a previous meeting.  Supervisor 

Poppenberg said they have until June 16, 2026 to install an approved septic, and they have to apply for an IUP by 

September 1, 2025.   

Ulland Hot Mix Plant – Chair Nelson said there are two questions on the table –  

1. Is the hot mix plant part of the CUP, to which he said yes, it was determined that it was as it was included 

in the EAW at the time of application, it has been treated as part of the CUP for over 20 years, and it is 

included in correspondence. 
2. Is it a nuisance? 

In terms of the nuisance, the township has checked the complaint log and there have been only three calls within 

the last year.  Dean LaDoux said the minutes from the last meeting were supposed to be taken under advisement 

and was questioning if the township attorney was contacted.  Chair Nelson said the attorney responded by letting 

the Town Board know they can listen to the complaints and rescind if they feel it is necessary.  Dean said he is 

asking the township to rescind their decision that was made at the June 23, 2025 meeting and revote tonight. John 

Stubenvoll said there have been many complaints made over the last few years regarding smells from Ulland’s 

pit.  Sunshine Lake residents have brought forward complaints and although the P&Z and Ulland’s has tried to 

remedy them, they continue.  Thirty-five residents have filed a complaint including residents from Sunshine Lake 

Road, Pioneer Road, Church Road, and Rice Lake Road.  John said he personally reached out to the MPCA and 

spoke with a Brenda Vaness who told him that smells would fall under the Gnesen Nuisance Ordinance.  John 

said the purpose of the nuisance ordinance is to, “protect the general health, safety and welfare of the citizens of 

the Town of Gnesen by prohibiting the recurrence and maintenance of public nuisance.”  Nathan Horyza said he 

is asking that the township uphold their zoning ordinance as presented.  He also said he believes the legal opinion 
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the township received from their attorney is incorrect.  Nathan said the EAW is just part of the process, the CUP 

is what gets approved and voted on.  Nathan also said that in reviewing the information he believes it was clear 

that during the public hearing, parts of the ordinance were missing.  Nathan said at that time google earth did not 

exist and so it was not known that there were homes within 1000ft of the pit.  Deke Melone said CUP’s follow the 

property.  Glacier Paving was part of the approval, not Ulland’s.  Chair Nelson said the attorney reviewed all 

paperwork and the complaint and said it was clear that the hot mix plant was part of the original CUP.  Dean 

LaDoux again asked the township to rescind their original decision and allow a restart as 35 days of the 60 

allowed days to file an appeal have already passed.  John Stubenvoll asked if the attorney was aware that when 

the CUP was approved it was based off the 1984 ordinance?  Carol Jacobson said that a letter was sent to Ulland’s 

by the clerk at that time that stated the conditions and was dated 2003.  Carol also mentioned that Glacier Paving 

had a hot mix plant in that pit as well.  Mike Bellefeuille said he built his home in 2003 and at that time he did not 

know of a hot mix plant being present.  Nathan asked Ulland’s when the last time the hot mix plant was pulled 

out.  Jeff Carlson said that information was provided at a previous meeting.  Chair Nelson went back to defining 

what makes a nuisance.  He said hot mix plants create a smell.  Ulland’s has tried to remedy this issue and 

according to records there have been minimal complaints called in to the complaint line.  Chair Nelson said the pit 

has been in operation since the 1980’s.  It would be unreasonable if the smell is 24/7 but an occasional smell is 

not unreasonable.  Chair Nelson said he has lived on his property, which is 2 miles east of the plant, for 29 years 

and has never smelled the hot mix plant.  Chair Nelson questioned the audience, what makes this a substantial 

nuisance? Nathan stated that one person complained about Normanna Road and that became a nuisance.  Thirty-

five residents are complaining about this hot mix plant, and they are being told there is nothing they can do.  

Joanne Vavrosky said the perception is that the residents of Sunshine Lake Road are trying to put Ulland’s out of 

business.  She said Ulland’s has been very receptive and on one occasion even came to the Sunshine Lake Road to 

research the smells.  Joanne said mornings are the worst.  Joanne said she has only called to complain once this 

year, which she finds amazing.  She also said it seems as though the situation has improved.  Chair Nelson asked 

Ulland’s if there has been any difference in use this year, to which Jeff Carlson said no.  Chair Nelson questioned 

improvements that Ulland’s has made to remedy smells.  Jeff said they have installed a new drum in 2024.  Chair 

Nelson said less calls to the complaint line have led the township to believe that things were improving.  The 

township will not go against the legal opinion they received and so therefore they must use complaints to gauge 

the level of severity and there just have not been many complaints.  Supervisor Juten said the attorney’s response 

is a legal opinion and he supports that opinion.  Supervisor Poppenberg said the township is empathetic but asked 

how you can control smells.  She said we have been smelling smoke from the Canadian wildfires for weeks and 

we can’t control that. Chair Nelson said in his opinion, because of the CUP there is not an actionable request, and 

he would suggest rescinding the original vote and revoting it tonight.  There was discussion about setting up a 

private email for complaints to be sent into.  Sarah will look into this.  Chair Nelson made a motion to rescind the 

action made on June 23, 2025 and vote again tonight, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.  

Chair Nelson made a motion to accept Ricks report on the nuisance complaint, seconded by Supervisor Juten.  All 

vote in favor.        

P&Z Training – Tabled as no information has been provided yet.  

DNR Grant – The DNR grant extension has been signed which will be for repairing the bog bridges and 

purchasing 4 pickleball nets.  The DNR has submitted for reimbursement in the amount of $128,700.00.   

Cannabis Ordinance – The proposed Cannabis Ordinance was passed at a public hearing that was held earlier this 

evening.   

GCC Flooring Project– Sarah said there are some additional costs that need to be approved for the flooring 

project. When the flooring in the hallway was abated it was found that it was in rougher shape than anticipated.  

Prep work needs to be done to ensure that the new flooring will adhere.  An additional cost of $1800.00 was 

quoted.  Supervisor Juten made a motion to approve the additional cost, second by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All 

vote in favor.  The flooring installer asked for a $7500.00 progress draw on remaining balance.  Supervisor Juten 

made a motion to approve the payment of $7500.00, second by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.          

      

NEW BUSINESS:  
Putting TB agenda on website – Sarah provided an email from Faster Solutions who asked for a $480.00 retainer 

to create a link so that the Town Board agenda could be put on the website.   
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Missing Sign on W. Pioneer Road – A resident contacted the office and reported that an Axel Weight Limit 5 

Tons sign is missing from W. Pioneer Road.  Supervisor Juten made a motion to approve purchasing a 

replacement sign, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.  Darin will verify that the sign is 

missing prior to Sarah purchasing the sign.       

 

P&Z BOARD SUPERVISORS REPORT: Supervisor Poppenberg reported that the Planning Commission 

would like to schedule ordinance changes 2 times a year, January and May with a public hearing then in February.  

A motion was made by Chair Nelson to approve an annual ordinance review every January with a public hearing 

held each February, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.  Supervisor Poppenberg also reported 

that the Planning Commission would like the Town Board to be aware of the processes.  Chair Nelson said he 

understands the processes should be follow but there are exceptions.     

 

ZONING OFFICERS REPORT: Mike said he had nothing more to report.  Rick said there is an upcoming 

deadline for David Humes.  Once the deadline passes if failed an administrative warrant will be sought. 

   

CORRESPONDENCE: There were two anonymous complaints turned into the office.  These were discussed 

and if not signed then no action will be taken as the complaints cannot be verified, and questions cannot be asked 

if needed.  Chair Nelson stated that complaints must be signed when turned in.  If the person submitting the 

complaint would like to stay anonymous, they still need to sign the complaint to make it official and validate it, 

then they need to let Sarah know, and she will remove their name from the complaint before she shares it with the 

appropriate personnel.     

 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:27 pm with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor 

Juten. No objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: AJ Jensen, Jay Haller, Carter Williams, Randy Dulinsky, Carol Jacobson, Sherri 

Underthun, Nathan Horyza, Kevin Fredrickson, Dean and Sarah LaDoux, Deke and Christine Melone, Dan 

Prudhomme, Bob and Joanne Vavrosky 

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson, Darin Franckowiak 

Employees absent: Beau Halvorson 

 

Upcoming Meetings:  

Town Board Meeting – August 11, 2025 – 7:00pm 

P&Z Meeting – August 20, 2025 - 7:00pm 

Town Board Meeting – August 25, 2025 – 7:00pm 

 

 

Signed: _______________________________   __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk     Jon Nelson, Chair 

 

 Date approved: ______________________ 


