
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

August 25, 2025 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, August 25, 2025. The following officers 

were present:  

 Jon Nelson   Chair  

Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

Gary Juten    Supervisor 

 Sarah Blix   Clerk 

 Sara Rowe   Deputy Clerk 

    

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair Nelson.   

 

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Chair Nelson, seconded by Supervisor Juten.  All vote in favor.   

 

Minutes of the August 11, 2025 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor 

Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.   

      

DISCUSSION: None 

        

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – Chair Nelson said at this time the township is waiting on a response from the judicial 

system to see when a court hearing will be held.  Mike reported that he spoke with Arrowhead Regional 

Corrections about having residents of NERCC help with clean up. There was also discussion about large 

equipment needs for clean up.    

Stewart Camp – Randy Dulinski stated he would like the Stewart Camp issue put on hold to allow the township 

time to change the ordinance.  Randy said he believed the family should be allowed to have campers on their 

property and use their property the way they would like to.  Carter said this was already discussed at a P&Z 

meeting and mentioned that the next ordinance change meeting would not be held until January 2026 but this 

topic could be discussed at that time.    

Ulland’s Oscar Pit – Sarah informed the supervisors that she set up a new email for Ulland hot mix plant 

complaints.  The email is gnesen6356@gmail.com and will be monitored by Sarah.  Complaints will be 

forwarded to appropriate township personnel, the Planning Commission, and Ulland’s as they are received.     

DNR Grant – The new pickleball nets have arrived and were set up by some resident pickleball players.   

GCC Cleaning Company – Nepsis Cleaning Solutions, the company who has been cleaning the community center 

informed Sarah that they are terminating their contract effective September 21, 2025.  Sarah said the company 

was recently contacted regarding their lack of cleaning and not fulfilling the conditions of their contract.  

Discussion occurred as to how to deal with the termination and the unpaid invoice from the company.   

      

NEW BUSINESS:  
Applicants for GCC Maintenance Position – Two applicants have applied for the maintenance position, Mike 

Rowe and Kevin Fredrickson.  Kevin has also indicated he would be interested in assisting with road 

maintenance/plowing.  Supervisor Juten made a motion to approve the hiring of Mike Rowe for the GCC 

maintenance position and Kevin Fredrickson for primarily roads maintenance but also backup GCC maintenance 

for larger projects, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.  

Request for Personnel Meeting – Sarah explained there are some personnel issues that need to get resolved as they 

are causing a lot of frustration for both employees and residents.  Sarah said she would like if herself, Sara Rowe, 

Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson, and Chair Nelson could meet soon to resolve these issues.  Sarah said if Supervisor 

Poppenberg would also like to attend then she could post the meeting as a closed meeting as it is dealing with 

personnel issues. 

DAT Report – Supervisor Juten reported that the DAT meeting was held at Midway Township.  He said that 

Diane Holiday Welsh would like to hold another round of free CPR/First Aid training, but this next round would 

include mental health training as well.  Supervisor Juten mentioned that he offered to hold the January DAT 

meeting at the Gnesen Community Center.              
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P&Z BOARD SUPERVISORS REPORT: Supervisor Poppenberg discussed issues regarding property on 

Bergstrom Road.  She said this property has been found to have moved/constructed structures without permits and 

possibly filled in wetlands.  Supervisor Poppenberg said a “grandfathered” in structure, 7ft from the lake, was 

replaced before a zoning officer laid eyes on it, so they had no idea what was grandfathered in and believe based 

on tax records that what it was replaced with is a larger structure.  Supervisor Poppenberg said the Planning 

Commission recommends fining the landowners for replacing a grandfathered in shed with a larger structure and 

constructing additional structures without permits.  Rick said there are three issues at play: 

1. While Mike was originally assigned the permit in 2024 to move a garage to their property on the other 

side of Bergstrom Road, a neighbor recently complained that the landowner was filling in wetlands which 

is why Rick was looking into the property. 

2. A “grandfathered” in shed which was 7ft from the lake was replaced with a shed that was larger than the 

original.  Rick said he notified the landowner that the grandfathered in shed should have never been 

removed prior to a zoning officer doing a site visit and seeing the grandfathered in structure. 

3. Regarding the garage and fire ring, the landowners said they were told since they were replacing a garage 

they were not required to get a new permit.  Rick worked with the landowners to expedite a permit since 

they were scheduled to pour concrete the following morning.  This structure meets all requirements of the 

Gnesen Ordinance.  As for the fire ring, Rick informed landowners that they need to cease and desist on 

this project until further notice.   

Carter said the Planning Commission would like the landowners to know that several building violations have 

been found on their property but also because of some confusion a fine may not be appropriate.  Supervisor Juten 

made a motion to send a letter of reprimand to the landowners listing out their violations and the need for building 

permits in the future, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.  

 

ZONING OFFICERS REPORT: Mike said he had nothing more to report.  Rick said he is scheduled to meet 

via phone with Deke and Christine Melone to discuss the 50 complaints they had turned in regarding Ulland’s hot 

mix plant.  Rick also mentioned that three complaints were received about unlicensed campers on two separate 

lots on Berg Road.  

   

CORRESPONDENCE: None 

 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:17 pm with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor 

Juten. No objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: AJ Jensen, Jay Haller, Carter Williams, Randy Dulinsky, Carol Jacobson, Sherri 

Underthun 

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson, Darin Franckowiak 

Employees absent:  

 

Upcoming Meetings:  

Town Board Meeting – September 8, 2025 – 7:00pm 

P&Z Meeting – September 17, 2025 - 7:00pm 

Town Board Meeting – September 22, 2025 – 7:00pm 

 

 

Signed: _______________________________   __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk     Jon Nelson, Chair 

 

 Date approved: __________________ 


