Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen
November 10, 2025

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, November 10, 2025. The following officers were
present:

Gary Juten Supervisor
Nancy Poppenberg Supervisor
Sarah Blix Clerk
Mary Bjorklund Treasurer

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Supervisor Juten. Board Members and residents stood and recited the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. A motion to approve the agenda was moved by Supervisor Juten, seconded by
Supervisor Poppenberg. All vote in favor.

The minutes of the October 27, 2025 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor
Poppenberg, seconded by Supervisor Juten.

Treasurer’s report:

Balance for September 2025 $164,564.62
Receipts for October 2025 +$7,813.09

$172,377.71
Disbursements for October 2025 -$18,573.40
Balance for October 2025 $153,804.31

There were two outstanding checks for the month. Motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg to
accept the Treasurer’s report. All vote in favor.

DISCUSSION: None

OLD BUSINESS:
Hemlock Drive Issue — The court hearing was Monday, October 6, 2025 and the Judge took the case under advisement
there are still no new updates at this time.
Church Road Gates — Informational — in 2022 Resolution #22-17 was signed that closes Church Road until the Town
Board determines it necessary to reopen.
Firewise 2026 — There was discussion about new fire numbers for all the residents in Gnesen. At this time, it is
unknown if there are grants that could help with this cost. Fire numbers are available for residents to purchase from St.
Louis County for $35.00. Sarah will put this information in the next newsletter. There was also discussion about
hosting another Firewise event in 2026. It was decided that since the event in 2025 was such a success the Township
will proceed with planning another one for 2026.
Cannabis Ordinance — Sarah discussed the need to create the forms that the Township needs for Cannabis retail
businesses as they were not done when the ordinance was adopted. Sarah said there are several questions that have
come up regarding cannabis retail licenses. The questions are:

e  Will both low potency and high potency be governed by an [UP?

e How will we handle the high potency 30-day timeline from the state with the townships IUP process timeline?

e How many high potency licenses are allowed in the township?

e  We are required by the state to conduct age compliance checks. How will this look?

e  Township application?

e Do we want to put restrictions on cannabis events?
e (Can we delegate just one township employee as the Office of Cannabis Management point of contact and
specialist on this topic?

Supervisor Juten stated he would like to see both low and high potency retail businesses governed by an I[UP. Sarah
presented the Supervisors with a sample application but mentioned that it is meant to be a working document and there
will be changes made to it before it is finalized. Supervisor Juten made a motion to go forward with the application
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taking into consideration input from P&Z and the zoning officers, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. All vote in
favor.

NEW BUSINESS:

Road Report — Darin reported that Park Drive has some wash boarding that needs to be fixed. Pruning has been done
to appease St. Louis County’s request before snowfall. Supervisor Juten said that two culverts have been replaced on
Musolf Road to help with water issues.

Gnesen Community Center Report — Sarah said that Ken Gilbertson has revamped most of the bog bridges on the long
loop but needs 6 more 2X10X10’s and another box of deck screws. Supervisor Juten approved the expenditure,
seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. All vote in favor.

Adam Marzolf — 4471 Carey Road — Adam attended tonight’s meeting asking for consideration in allowing him to
operate his property on Island Lake as a short-term rental. Adam said he is 1,311ft from the nearest short-term rental
which does not meet the 15001t requirement. After some discussion, Supervisor Juten referred Adam to the Planning
Commission meeting scheduled for Wednesday, November 19, 2025.

Paid Leave — Mary discussed what she learned about paid leave and what it will look like for the township.

Sample Nuisance Ordinance — Supervisor Poppenberg presented a sample nuisance ordinance that was suggested to her
by one of the attorneys who presented at the workshop she attended in Cotton in October. Supervisor Poppenberg said
this sample ordinance has a lot more enforcement within it and she believes it would be better for our township. The
sample ordinance will be sent forward to the Planning Commission for them to review and compare to our current
nuisance ordinance.

ZONING REPORT: Nothing new to add from either zoning officer.

CORRESPONDENCE: None

Disbursement #16804 through #16831 and 4 EFTs were read, approved, and signed for payment for a total of
$23,184.10 with a motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. All vote in favor of paying the
disbursements.

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:58pm with a motion by Supervisor Juten, second by Supervisor
Poppenberg. No objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)

Visitors attending the meeting: Carter Williams, Pete Bergman, AJ Jensen, Randy Dulinski, Jay Haller, Adam Marzolf

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson, Kevin Fredrickson, Darin Franckowiak
Employees absent: Mike Rowe, Sara Rowe, Jon Nelson

Upcoming meetings:
P&Z Meeting — November 19, 2025 - 7:00pm
Town Board Meeting — November 24, 2025 — 7:00pm

Signed:

Sarah Blix, Clerk Mary Bjorklund, Treasurer

Date approved:

Jon Nelson, Chair



