Town of Gnesen Planning Commission
October 15, 2025, Minutes, 7pm

Members Present: Carter Williams, Matt Thibodeau, Kevin Middleton, Pete Bergman, Kathy Buran, Carol
Jacobson, Zoning Officer Mike Polzin, Zoning Officer Rick Hogenson and Deputy Clerk Sara Rowe, Planning
and Zoning Secretary.

Members Absent: Joe Ferguson, Dick Delano, Sherri Underthun

Others Present: Nancy Poppenberg, Town Board Liaison, Randy Dulinsky, Mike Rowe, Jay Haller, Matthew
Beyer, Jeff Carlson, AJ Jensen, and one unreadable signature

Approval of the agenda: Kevin made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Carol. The motion passed.

Approval of September 17, 2025 minutes: Carol asked that the comments by Carter about the communication
tower being a federal facility be struck, as we can still do a review, but it wasn’t up for review at the time. As
such, there was no review done. Matt did not think we could strike things from the minutes. They stay in the
minutes but are noted as we are doing by our discussion. Carol said that statement was incorrect from last
month. Carter was not opposed to this correction and said we leave the minutes the way they are. Carter moved
to accept the minutes. It was seconded by Kevin. All voted in favor.

Approval of Minutes from MN Power Hearing from August 20, 2025: The Deputy Clerk noted that she got
an email from Rebecca at MN Power. In the email Rebecca said she was unable to make the meeting and
explained further about the platted lots from the Island Anchorage land project. Carter mentioned the
nonconforming lots could be built on with a variance according to the Zoning Officer’s report. Mike responded
because the lots were under an acre and are riparian, they would need a variance to build any structure. Carter
said these lots would have needed to be recorded prior to Dec. 1, 1975, at the St Louis County Recorder’s office.
Carter does not think they were platted, and unbuildable. He would like to have it corrected in the minutes.
Carter made a motion to correct that in the minutes. The motion was that the nonconforming lots are not
buildable because they were not recorded prior to December 1%, 1975. This would be an addition to the minutes.
The motion was seconded by Kevin. The motion passed.

Old Business:
Ulland and Veile CUP reviews, follow up for Twin Pines:

Liberty Pit: Carter asked if the pit was being used other than excess material being hauled in. The answer was
no. The Ulland rep said they are trying to bring the site up to elevation of 1430 ft. The rep said they will bring
the mound down that is still there. Carter said the part they talked about three years ago has been restored. Carter
noted the eastern part was to be planted and that has died. The rep said the hole in the middle was about ten feet
deep. Kevin made a motion to pass the Liberty pit review, seconded by Carol. The motion passed.

Oscar Pit: Carter asked about timelines for the reclamation on the west and north end. The rep said there is no
final date, maybe two to three years if there is enough work done in the pit. Matt stated that if it was an above
average year, it would be within two to three years. The deputy Clerk stated she did not get any complaints
about this pit. The rep also stated that the airport project was completed early and they did not use all the days
allotted for the project. Matt asked other questions on operations, and it was answered that it was a continuous
flow plant, not a batch plant and the footprint is similar to a permanent plant. Matt thought it was a big footprint.
The rep said the size of the operation varies depending on what is there like the rock crusher. Matt asked if the
rock crusher goes to different places. The answer was yes, and it was there now. There was further discussion
about the other hot mix plant they have which is not in this area. Carol made a motion to approve this review,
seconded by Kathy. The motion carried.
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Palmer Pit: The rep stated there is aggregate that is produced from this pit and not much has changed since the
last review. Carol made a motion to pass this review. It was seconded by Kathy. The motion passed.

Veile Pit: The Veile rep said they are working on treatment for driveways. Carter stated the reclamation on the
west side looked good. The rep said the stump pile was gone. Kathy made the motion to pass the Veile review. It
was seconded by Kevin. The motion passed.

St. Louis County Twin Pines Pit: The rep, Matthew Beyer was present. Carol stated it was determined that the
Twin Pines Pit was under a yearly review. The rep talked about some projects, including the Jean Duluth Project
from work out of this pit. He talked about the reclamation plan and topsoil. He talked about the County capital
planning for next year and how they plan on doing more crushing at a later date, 2030-ish, but not for sure for
class 5. Carol stated in the EAW that there is no crushing allowed so it would need to be a requested through the
[UP process. They will do that when they have a better grasp of the situation. The rep went into more detail of
other gravel pits that exist. The area goes almost up to the border and public works owns less than 50 pits, but
there are hundreds of pits. The rep apologized for not getting the review done right away, as he had not received
it. The rep also said there was one other pit in Gnesen Township that was inactive, but some gravel had been
removed. Carter gave them a plug for a successful brush removal campaign process as an aside. Carter made a
motion to approve the Twin Pines Review. It was seconded by Carol. The motion passed.

Stewart Camp: Mike was looking for guidance on what to do on the Stewart camp as they did not agree to an
IUP in the timeline set by the Planning and Zoning Board. There are two RVs left on the property. Carter
mentioned the Jack Singlar agreement and said that there were RVs that were 2009 or newer that had been there
that were in violation of that agreement. Rick stated this issue has been going on for two years and asked about
the violation that is chargeable and when the 120 days started. He asked if the owners were notified of this.
Carter said they were actively being used on site since January 1* and it meets the calendar days. Randy said
they are not used as living quarters when they are winterized. He said they are licensed, on wheels, have tires,
there is no water there, no septic, the decks are not screwed to the camper. The Ordinance is wrong. Kathy stated
she is confused on the 120 days rule also. Carol noted if the Ordinance is to be changed it is to be as strict or
stricter than the St. Louis County ordinance dealing with Recreational vehicles. That ordinance says:

There can only be one per parcel, it needs to be currently licensed, it needs to meet the setbacks, it needs to meet
the sewage treatment standards for the County.

Randy said that right now they are in compliance with the County ordinance. Carol noted that the County allows
for an RV to be on the residence for seven months before it is permanent. St Louis County Ordinance 61 also
defines what is “seasonal” as this term is in Ordinance 10. Pete asked what Ordinance 10 says. Mike read page
64, under Section V under the heading, “Use Performance Standards™. Pete questioned the term, “used” and
what the interpretation of that is. Matt stated it is there 365 days and questioned the seasonal dwelling, accessory
dwelling being “situated” and how that would effect hundreds of people that are not using their campers.

To open discussion, Carol made the motion to put the Stewart Camp decision on hold until we revisit the
Ordinance in December. There was cross discussion while this motion was going to the floor not recognized by
the Chair. The motion was Seconded by Kevin before being recognized by the Chair. The motion was amended
by Carter to say The Stewart Camp be tabled until the March, 2026 meeting. Kevin stated he already seconded
the motion. The motion was voted on and passed. Mike will get a letter out to all owners involved with a notice
of tabling this issue. Mike said he has been sending letters to all owners involved. Mike questioned the Zoom
option. Carol said they should be able to show up at the March meeting as any other resident. Carter mentioned
the substandard lots. Carter asked why we are not enforcing this. Carol thought they were grandfathered in. Rick
said those parcels were platted and are legal as they stand. We are not talking about sale or development.

Humes: Rick had a meeting with the attorney. The administrative subpoena is being looked at by the attorney.
There is no timeline Rick could give, maybe it would be done by next week. Communications are being done

only through attorneys.

Cannibis: There were no issues to talk about with the updated St. Louis County ordinance.
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Hemlock Dr: Mike said there was a court hearing October 6 regarding Scott Theins and ordinance violations. It
is under advisement of the judge. There is no timeline on the judge’s decision.

New Business: Nancy discussed how the permit process is not being followed through. Things are happening
and she is looking for a way to make sure they don’t happen. People are being told things are ok, sometimes
with the involvement of the zoning officers when their permits are not processed and work is being started.
Nancy mentioned the possibility of increasing fines. Kevin asked Nancy questions about going through the
building process and timelines. Kevin complained he could barely get off from doing his concrete work tonight
because of his project to make it to the meeting. He is part of the community, and he knows Rick. Rick said if
contractors are calling people and are able to get out right away and do some work, he thought we should be
accommodating. The Deputy Clerk said the main issue is the septic paperwork with these permits. Nancy said
the turnaround time could be one week if the paperwork is filled out. Kevin stated he would gladly take fines no
matter what they are and sometimes “You just have to go”. He is doing his project and moving forward with it.
He said he doesn’t care. He complained about long emails from the office and not getting a simple phone call.
Nancy said there you go, after Kevin said he would rather pay the fines on his project and he would do it again.
Carter said we don’t establish fees, but fines could add up for doing work without a permit. The Deputy Clerk
stated she did call Kevin. Nancy said that Kevin is not the only one this is happening with. The storage unit on
Rice Lake Rd also had some problems with its permit. Kathy asked about ownership. The owner is Kevin. The
Deputy Clerk stated it was happening about once a week with problems with permits. Matt said these are
anecdotal reports. We need more information. There was some confusion about an email that was sent from
Sarah Blix. The Deputy Clerk was asked about some bullet points that came about from a staff meeting
regarding the permit process and that it was clarified that permits would not be issued until that process was
complete. Rick said that the information was compiled, and recommendations came out of the office. The
Deputy Clerk said she could get a copy of that. Carter said there is an old saying about why your lack of
planning constitutes my problem. The Deputy Clerk also stated that Kevin’s permit was missing the septic
paperwork. If we are expecting people to get these things done, people should be treated the same. The Deputy
clerk stated there is also a check list that is initiated when a permit comes into the office. This is what the clerks
go by. Carter asked for a copy of it. Matt made the motion to table, seconded by Pete with one no vote. The
motion was tabled.

The Cover Letter item: The Deputy Clerk said this is related to the permit process. [t is a cover letter that
Sarah Blix put out to clarify to people how the process works and what happens if the building permit is not
filled out completely. Pete suggested adding to the cover letter that if work is started before the process is
complete, fines would be imposed. Matt said he agreed but disagreed and asked what the Ordinance says.

Zoning Officer’s Report: Rick said a MN Power property had a public nuisance report about a building that
was about to fall down in the Skinny Dip Island parking area. This will be on the agenda. He will be sending a
letter. Kevin asked about Dave Marciniac and Rick noted that Dave was trying to do something. Pete wanted to
make sure it says something specific in the letter.

Rick got an email from St. Louis County on the Willette property regarding a septic question; asking can you do
this. Rick could not give an opinion because we don’t have an application. Mr. Willett stated he is trying to
correct the septic on his property to make it compliant. Kevin said it has nothing to do with Gnesen Township.

It was determined that Mr. Willett needs to go back to St Louis County and get an application for the septic first.
Because of the variance application there may have been some mix up with the County and Rick agreed to
contact the County. Kevin stated it would be two weeks that he will lose out on getting concrete poured.

A motion was made by Carol to adjourn the meeting. [t was seconded by Kathy. The motion passed, and the
meeting was adjourned at 8:41 pm.
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Next Planning and Zoning meeting November 19th, 2025, 7:00pm

Respectfully submitted,

Sara Rowe, Deputy Planning and Zoning Secretary Carter Williams, Planning Commission Chair

Date



