Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen
October 27, 2025

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, October 27, 2025. The following officers
were present:

Jon Nelson Chair

Nancy Poppenberg Supervisor
Gary Juten Supervisor
Sarah Blix Clerk

Sara Rowe Deputy Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair Nelson.

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. All vote in
favor.

Minutes of the October 13, 2025 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor
Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.

DISCUSSION: None

OLD BUSINESS:

Hemlock Drive Issue — No new updates.

Church Road Gate — Darin said he found out that it was the landowner on the west side of the road who placed the
rocks in the right a way along both sides of the gate. Darin spoke with the landowner and asked that the rocks be
removed so that even though the gate is closed to prevent people driving back on the minimum maintenance
portion and using it as a garbage dump, it is still passable for locals who want to use the road for ATV’s, bikes,
horseback, walking, etc. Supervisor Juten stated he spoke with the landowner on the east side and that landowner
is in favor of the gate remaining closed. Chair Nelson recommended passing a resolution stating that since gating
the minimum maintenance portion of Church Road would not cut off access for anyone residing on that road and
it is too costly to pick up garbage repeatedly as the result of people using the area as a dump the closure will
remain in effect until the Board orders removal of the gates to reopen the road. Sarah will draft up a resolution for
the next Town Board Meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

Family Paid Leave — Sarah stated that per the State of MN requirement there is a poster in the office with
information about Family Paid Leave. There was discussion about what this could look like for the township
once it is implemented in 2026. Supervisor Juten shared the information he learned at the last DAT meeting. The
township will have to have an administrator, whether we find a private party or pay the state act as our
administrator. There will be more information to come as we learn more from the State.

DAT Meeting Update — Supervisor Juten said there were three speakers at the last DAT Meeting. Gunnar
Johnson who spoke about Family Paid Leave, Gordon Ramsay who spoke about the St. Louis County Sheriffs
Department and their budget and difficulties with hiring and retaining employees, and Kevin Commnick.

P&Z BOARD SUPERVISORS REPORT: Supervisor Poppenberg said that permit protocol was discussed at
the last P&Z meeting. The P&Z Commission asked for more information as some stated they were unclear as to
the issues that are occuring. Carter said there is a strong difference amongst the P&Z Commission about fines
and therefore asked the Town Board to discuss and establish higher fines for permit violations. Carter also
mentioned that there was discussion about Stewart Camp and the P&Z Commission decided to pause discussion
on this property until the March 2026 meeting.

ZONING OFFICERS REPORT: Mike had nothing new to add. Rick said he and attorney Andrey Tiede have a
difference of opinion on how to deal with Humes’s property. Rick mentioned that he attended the training over
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the weekend in Cotton and had the opportunity to discuss this topic with an attorney who was a presenter at the
training. Rick will compile the two attorneys’ thoughts and then present a plan to Chair Nelson on how he would
like to proceed. Rick said that St. Louis County has been questioning the Willette property that is located on
Horseshoe Lake. St. Louis County received a septic permit from the landowner but has many concerns and
therefore will not grant the septic approval until the landowner gets site plan approval from Gnesen.

CORRESPONDENCE: None

No further business, the meeting adjourned by consensus. No objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is
taped for transcribing purposes only.)

Visitors attending the meeting: AJ Jensen, Jay Haller, Carter Williams, Randy Dulinsky, Pete Bergman, Carol
Jacobson

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson, Darin Franckowiak, Kevin Fredrickson

Employees absent: Mike Rowe

Upcoming Meetings:
Town Board Meeting — November 10, 2025 — 7:00pm

P&Z Meeting — November 19, 2025 - 7:00pm
Town Board Meeting — November 24, 2025 — 7:00pm

Signed:

Sarah Blix, Clerk Jon Nelson, Chair

Date approved:




