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Article I. Purpose, Authority, & Enforcement 

1.1 Purpose 

• To protect public health, safety, and welfare by regulating adult-use cannabis businesses, in alignment with 

Minnesota Statutes Chapter 342. 

• Low Potency Hemp Edibles, although the township is required to register them and conduct annual 

compliance and age verification checks, they are regulated by the State of Minnesota, and the township 

cannot limit them.   

 

1.2 Authority 

This ordinance is adopted under the powers granted by Minnesota Statutes § 342.13 and § 462.367. 

 

1.3 Enforcement 

The Town of Gnesen is responsible for the administration and enforcement of this ordinance.  Any violation of the 

provisions of this ordinance or failure to comply with any of its requirements constitutes a misdemeanor and is punishable 

as defined by law.  Violations of this ordinance can occur regardless of whether or not a permit is required for a regulated 

activity listed in this ordinance.  

 

 

Article II. Definitions 

• Unless otherwise noted in this section, words and phrases contained in Minn. Stat. 342.01 and the rules 

promulgated pursuant to any of these acts, shall have the same meanings in this ordinance.  

• Lower-potency Hemp Edible: As defined under Minn. Stat. 342.01 subd. 50.  This ordinance does not apply to 

low-potency hemp edibles. 

• Cannabis Cultivation: A cannabis business licensed to grow cannabis plants within the approved amount of 

space from seed or immature plant to mature plant. harvest cannabis flower from mature plant, package and label 

immature plants and seedlings and cannabis flower for sale to other cannabis businesses, transport cannabis 

flower to a cannabis manufacturer located on the same premises, and perform other actions approved by the 

office.  

• Cannabis Retail Businesses: A retail location and the retail location(s) of a mezzobusinesses with a retail 

operations endorsement, microbusinesses with a retail operations endorsement, medical combination businesses 

operating a retail location, (and/excluding) lower-potency hemp edible retailers.  

• Cannabis Retailer: Any person, partnership, firm, corporation, or association, foreign or domestic, selling 

cannabis product to a consumer and not for the purpose of resale in any form.  

• Daycare: A location licensed with the Minnesota Department of Human Services to provide the care of a child in 

a residence outside the child's own home for gain or otherwise, on a regular basis, for any part of a 24-hour day.  

• Office of Cannabis Management: Minnesota Office of Cannabis Management, referred to as “OCM” in this 

ordinance.  

• Preliminary License Approval: OCM pre-approval for a cannabis business license for applicants who qualify 

under Minn. Stat. 342.17.  
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*In the event and governmental of regulatory agency adopts laws, rules, or regulations which conflict with the provisions of this ordinance then such 

adopted laws, rules, or regulations shall be adopted without any action on the part of the Town Board or Planning and Zoning Commission. 

• Public Place: A public park or trail, public street or sidewalk; any enclosed, indoor area used by the general 

public, including, but not limited to, restaurants; bars; any other food or liquor establishment; hospitals; nursing 

homes; auditoriums; arenas; gyms; meeting rooms; common areas of rental apartment buildings, and other places 

of public accommodation.  

• Residential Treatment Facility: As defined under Minn. Stat. 245.462 subd. 23.  

• Retail Registration: An approved registration issued by the Town of Gnesen to a state licensed cannabis retail 

business.  

• School: A public school as defined under Minn. Stat. 120A.05 or a nonpublic school that must meet the reporting 

requirements under Minn. Stat. 120A.24.  

• State License: An approved license issued by the State of Minnesota’s Office of Cannabis Management to a 

cannabis retail business. 

• Temporary Cannabis Event: An event regulated under Minn. Stat. 342.39-40.  Not allowed in the Township.  

 

Article III. Zoning & Permitting 

3.1 Zoning Districts 

Cannabis-related uses may only operate in the following zones: 

Use Type Permitted Zones  

Cultivation Commercial – With an IUP    

Manufacturing Commercial – With an IUP  

Wholesale/Testing Commercial – With an IUP  

Cannabis Retail  Commercial – With an IUP  

 Cannabis Events    Commercial – Not allowed  

 

3.2 Interim Use Permit (IUP) 

All cannabis retail cultivation, manufacturing, and testing uses require an IUP from the township and must be 

accompanied with a site plan addressing traffic flow, parking, lighting, and security.  In order to meet state timeline 

requirements an IUP Public Hearing will be required.  Either the Town Clerk or the Deputy Clerk will have the authority 

to set the time and date for the special meeting date.  The applicant/applicants must make themselves available to attend 

that special meeting to complete the IUP process.  All costs incurred by the township will be borne by the applicant.    

 

Article IV. Buffer & Performance Standards 

4.1 Buffer Requirements 

No cannabis business shall be located within: 

• 1,000 feet of any public or private school (K–12) 

• 500 feet of daycare centers, residential treatment facilities, playgrounds, or other youth-oriented facilities 

• 500 feet of another cannabis retail business 

• Cannabis Microbusiness’ cannot sell or allow the sale or consumption of alcohol or tobacco on the premises 

4.2 Hours of Operation 

Cannabis Retail sales shall be limited to: 

• Monday–Saturday: 8:00 AM to 10:00 PM 

4.3 Security 

All cannabis businesses must meet all state rules for onsite security.  A plan for meeting the state rules must be attached to 

the application at the time of submittal. 
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4.4 Odor Control & Ventilation 

Facilities must meet all state rules for odor control and ventilation.  A plan for meeting the state rules must be attached to 

the application at the time of submittal. 

 

4.5 Waste Disposal 

Cannabis waste must meet all state rules for waste disposal.  A plan for meeting those rules must be attached to the 

application at the time of submittal. 

 

4.6 Signage & Advertising 

• One exterior sign per business, not exceeding 32 square feet 

• No advertising on off-site locations or within buffer zones near schools or parks 

 

4.7 Ownership 

• The owner of the cannabis business must be a resident of Gnesen Township. 

• The cannabis operation cannot be operated as a home business. 

 

Article V. Registration, Application Process, Fees, & Renewal 

5.1 Local Registration Required & Completion of IUP Requirement 

Per Minn. Stat. 342.22 the Town of Gnesen shall issue a retail registration to a state-licensed cannabis retail business prior 

to operation.  

Prior to issuance of a retail registration, the applicant must submit a complete IUP application along with fees and 

required supporting documentation to the Town of Gnesen to initiate the IUP process.  Once initiated, the Town of 

Gnesen shall conduct a preliminary compliance check to ensure compliance with local ordinances and set a public hearing 

for the IUP. 

 

5.2 Fees 

• Cannabis retail – a registration fee of $500, with a renewal fee of $1,000 

• Cannabis Microbusiness – a registration fee of $250, with a renewal fee of $1,000 

• IUP fee per Town of Gnesen Ordinance #10 Fee Schedule and all additional costs that are incurred 

 

5.3 Proof of State Licensing & Supporting Documentation 

• Documentation of state license and all supporting documentation as required by the Town of Gnesen must be 

attached to the application.  

 

5.4 Zoning Certification 

Pursuant to Minn. Stat. 342, within 30 days of receiving a copy of a state license application from OCM, the Town of 

Gnesen shall certify on a form provided by OCM whether a proposed cannabis retail business complies with local zoning 

ordinances.  The applicant must also complete the Town of Gnesen application requirements which include completing 

the IUP process.  To meet the 30-day state deadline, the applicant must make themselves available to attend the IUP 

public hearing within that 30-day timeline.     

 

5.5 Renewal of Registration 

The Town of Gnesen shall renew an annual registration of a state-licenses cannabis retail business at the same time OCM 

renews the cannabis retail business’ license. 

 

A state-licensed cannabis retail business shall apply to renew registration on a form established by the Town of Gnesen.  
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A cannabis retail registration issued under this ordinance shall not be transferred.  

 

5.6 License Caps 

Per Minn. Stat. 342.13 the Town of Gnesen will limit the number of high potency cannabis retail businesses to one (1).  

 

Article VI. Compliance & Enforcement 

6.1 Annual Compliance Checks 

The Town of Gnesen shall compete at minimum one compliance check per calendar year of every cannabis business to 

assess if the business meets age verification requirements, as required under Minn. Stat. 342.22 Subd. 4(d) and Minn. Stat. 

342.24. 

The Town of Gnesen shall conduct at minimum one unannounced age verification compliance check at least once per 

calendar year.  

All costs incurred by the township will be borne by the cannabis retail business applicant.    

 

6.2 Complaints & Reporting 

The township shall maintain a formal complaint process and will report credible complaints to the Office of Cannabis 

Management (OCM). 

 

6.3 Penalties 

Violations may result in suspension or revocation of local registration, CUP IUP revocation, and/or subject to Minn. Stat. 

342.22 subd. 5(e) the Town of Gnesen may impose a civil penalty as specified in the Town of Gnesen’s Fee Schedule, for 

registration violations, not to exceed $2,000.  

The Town of Gnesen may suspend a cannabis retail business’s registration if it violates the ordinance of the Town of 

Gnesen or poses an immediate threat to the health or safety of the public.  The Town of Gnesen shall immediately notify 

the cannabis retail business in writing the grounds for the suspension and will schedule a hearing by the Planning 

Commission to determine an appropriate course of action.  

The Town of Gnesen shall immediately notify the OCM in writing the grounds for the suspension.  OCM will provide the 

Town of Gnesen and cannabis business retailer a response to the complaint within seven calendar days and perform any 

necessary inspections within 30 calendar days. 

The suspension of a cannabis retail business registration may be for up to 30 calendar days, unless OCM suspends the 

license for a longer period.  The business may not make sales to customers if their registration is suspended.    

The Town of Gnesen may reinstate a registration if it determines that the violations have been resolved. 

The Town of Gnesen shall reinstate a registration if OCM determines that the violation(s) have been resolved.  

 

Article VIII. Severability 

If any portion of this ordinance is determined to be invalid, the remaining sections shall continue in full force and effect. 

 

Effective Dates 

This Town of Gnesen Zoning Ordinance #10 shall take effect and be in full force on December 22, 2025, upon its 

adoption by the Gnesen Town Board. 

On December 22, 2025 the Gnesen Town Board held a public hearing on proposed ordinance amendments.  

On December 22, 2025 the Gnesen Town Board adopted Resolution #25-12 which establishes Amended Ordinance 

#07282025 as an official ordinance and repeals former ordinance #07282025, effective December 22, 2025. 

Supervisor Juten moved the adoption of this Ordinance and Chair Nelson duly seconded the motion, and it was adopted 

on the following vote: 
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Yeas: Nelson and Juten 

Nays: None 

Jon Nelson, Town Board Chair    Attest: Sarah Blix, Town Clerk 

 

Certified as a complete and accurate copy 

Of Ordinance #07282025 – Town of Gnesen  

Zoning Ordinance 


