
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

December 8, 2025 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, December 8, 2025. The following officers were 

present:   

 Gary Juten   Supervisor 

Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

Sarah Blix   Clerk 

Sara Rowe   Deputy Clerk 

Mary Bjorklund   Treasurer  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Nelson.  Board Members and residents stood and recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  A motion to approve the agenda was moved by Chair Nelson, seconded by 

Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor. 

 

The minutes of the November 24, 2025 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor 

Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. 

 

 

Treasurer’s report: 

 Balance for October 2025               $153,584.31 

 Receipts for November 2025                              +$2,323.68 

                             $155,907.99 

 Disbursements for November 2025                               -$23,184.10 

 Balance for November 2025            $132,723.89 

                    

There were two outstanding checks for the month.  Motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg to 

accept the Treasurer’s report.  All vote in favor.  

 

DISCUSSION: None 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – Chair Nelson reported that he sent several questions to the attorney about the abatement; 

however, the attorney was out on vacation and has not responded yet.  The concern now is that there is snow on the 

ground.  The township gets a 3-week period to go in and abate the property.  Chair Nelson said he would like to seek 

advice from the attorney as to when the best timeline would be to start this abatement as he believes it might be best to 

wait until spring.  Rick commented that St. Louis County has what they call a “non-abatement season” which runs from 

September through May and believes waiting would be beneficial as well.        

Cannabis Ordinance – Chair Nelson stated that he and Sarah met to work on proposed amendments to the cannabis 

ordinance.  He clarified that with low potency hemp edibles the states enforces and regulates those businesses but the 

township still must register them and do at least one age compliance check a year.  High potency cannabis is more 

regulated by the township and can have more requirements put on them.  For that reason, the ordinance is more for 

regulating cannabis businesses and not the hemp ones.  Chair Nelson made a motion to set a public hearing for 

Monday, December 22, 2025 at 6:30pm, seconded by Supervisor Juten.  All vote in favor.   

Zoning Training – This virtual training has been scheduled for Friday, February 6, 2026 beginning at 1pm and will be 

set up at the Gnesen Community Center for all employees and commission members who are interested to attend.     

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Road Report – Darin reported that tree pruning has been completed.  Supervisor Juten said he recently received a phone 

call from St. Louis County and was told of some more pruning that needs to be done on the north side of Sunshine Lake 

Road.       

Gnesen Community Center Report – Sarah said there has been a lot of rentals lately.  A resident contacted Sarah about 

concerns regarding a dead tree in the playscape area.  He stated that it is a large one and would likely require 

professional help to take down.  He also mentioned a different tree that has fallen over that also should be taken down.  

The resident thought his one could be done by anyone with a chainsaw.       
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Newsletter – Sarah provided the supervisors with documentation to show what the township spent on printing and 

mailing out the newsletter for 2025.  The cost for printing and postage was $9165.99.  There was discussion about 

going to an all email newsletter which is free to send out.  Supervisor Juten asked Sarah to put something in the next 

newsletter asking for resident feedback on this change.  Sarah also mentioned that the renovations to the bog bridges on 

the long trail are almost complete.  She said she has hiked the trail several times and the renovations are great.  Ken 

Gilbertson will finish up in the spring and then we can close out the DNR grant.  Sarah also said that Ed Franckowiak, 

who helped haul lumber out to the trail, provided her with a volunteer labor invoice that can be submitted against the 

townships portion of the grant.   

Dave and Marcella Stewart STR Discussion – Dave and Marcella Stewart, 4204 Waters Edge Drive, were in attendance 

to discuss their septic and why they believe they should be able to apply for a short-term rental license.  The Stewarts 

have a certificate of non-conforming from St. Louis County, but the state had deemed their septic to be compliant.  Per 

the Gnesen STR ordinance, septic’s must have a certificate of compliance.  Chair Nelson stated that the rule was put 

into place because the township did not want to have to try and determine why someone’s septic was deemed non-

conforming.  Although he understands that a non-conforming septic may be ok for a single-family residence, this 

would be a change in use, and the rule is to protect the township and ensure that a septic can continue to operate 

without failure.  Chair Nelson also mentioned that at the public hearing there were a lot of residents who didn’t want 

STR’s allowed in the township at all and that when the ordinance was being created, the township was trying to find a 

middle ground that worked for everyone.  There was discussion about the discrepancy in the St. Louis County and 

states paperwork, and it was decided that Supervisor Juten would contact the septic inspector and try to figure out why 

the state and SLC have differing opinions on the septic classification and also ask if the house was classified as a one 

bedroom would that change their septic classification.    

 

ZONING SUPERVISOR REPORT – Supervisor Poppenberg said that a subcommittee met to discuss amendments to 

the nuisance ordinance.  Supervisor Poppenberg said at that meeting she learned the history of the nuisance ordinance 

and stated she was unaware that what she presented was the same sample ordinance the township worked off of the first 

time and that at the public hearing resident had requested a lot of the verbiage removed because they thought it was too 

restrictive.  Supervisor Poppenberg said the subcommittee thought it was appropriate to put this discussion on hold 

until after the zoning training that will be held in February. 

    

ZONING REPORT: Rick mentioned that he has received several zoning inquiries about properties located in 

floodplains.  Mike had nothing new to add.    

 

CORRESPONDENCE: MATIT property appraisal report.  This was discussed as the replacement values of all the 

township property jumped significantly.  Mary will contact MATIT for more information.  This topic will be put on the 

December 22, 2025 agenda for more discussion.  

 

Disbursement #16832 through #16869 and 4 EFTs were read, approved, and signed for payment for a total of 

$106,934.12 with a motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor of paying the 

disbursements.  

 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:20pm with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Juten. No 

objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: Carter Williams, Pete Bergman, AJ Jensen, Randy Dulinski, Jay & Marcia Haller, Dave 

& Marcella Stewart, Kathy Buran, Carol Jacobson 

 

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson, Darin Franckowiak, Mike Rowe  

Employees absent: Kevin Fredrickson 

 

Upcoming meetings: 

P&Z Meeting – December 17, 2025 - 7:00pm 

Cannabis Ordinance Proposed Amendments Public Hearing – December 22, 2025 – 6:30pm 

Town Board Meeting – December 22, 2025 – 7:00pm  

 

 



Signed: ______________________________              __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk        Mary Bjorklund, Treasurer 

 

           _______________________________                 Date approved: ______________________ 

              Jon Nelson, Chair 


