Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen
November 24, 2025

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, November 24, 2025. The following officers
were present:

Jon Nelson Chair

Nancy Poppenberg Supervisor
Gary Juten Supervisor
Sarah Blix Clerk

Sara Rowe Deputy Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair Nelson.
Motion to approve the agenda was made by Chair Nelson, seconded by Supervisor Juten. All vote in favor.

Minutes of the November 10, 2025 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by
Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.

DISCUSSION: Supervisor Juten reported that Darin and Kevin have done more tree branch trimming on Island
Lake Drive to appease St. Louis County’s request.

OLD BUSINESS:

Hemlock Drive Issue — Chair Nelson reported that the Judge sided with the township and issued an order to abate
the property. The order states that a Sheriff Deputy must be present while the property is being abated. There is a
3-week period to abate the property. Chair Nelson and Mike have been working together to finalize the cleanup
plans.

P&Z Training — Sarah heard back from the attorney from Couri and Ruppe about training for the P&Z
Commission and other township staff. The training would be a 2—3-hour training. Cost would be $3000 for in-
person training or $1500 for virtual training. After some discussion it was decided to do a virtual training, and it
will be scheduled for a Friday in February.

Cannabis Ordinance — Sarah provided a packet of information in regard to the Cannabis Ordinance. Sarah and
Chair Nelson will meet to review the proposed changes and the applications, etc then present them to the Planning
Commission and TB at the December 8, 2025 meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

Establishing Higher Fines for Permit Violations — Supervisor Poppenberg said that the Planning Commission
discussed higher fines for building violations but ended up tabling the topic until their next meeting. Sarah had
provided two comparables, one from Duluth Township and one from Lakewood Township, both townships
charge 4x the fee for permit violations.

P&Z BOARD SUPERVISORS REPORT: Supervisor Poppenberg reported that a subcommittee has been
created to revisit the nuisance ordinance. They will be meeting on December 1, 2025.

ZONING OFFICERS REPORT: Mike had nothing new to add. Rick said he has been getting a lot of inquires
about a tax forfeit parcel that is for sale. Rick said that he has been dealing with a resident whose property was
affected by the new floodplain mapping. Rick questioned who in the township is responsible for floodplain
management as the resident needs someone to sign off on a Community Acknowledgement Form. After a lot of
discussion and looking into the property in question, Nancy made a motion to appoint Supervior Juten as the
Floodplain Management Official, seconded by Chair Nelson. All vote in favor.

CORRESPONDENCE: None
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No further business. A motion was made by Supervisor Poppenberg to adjourn the meeting, seconded by
Supervisor Juten. No objections, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45pm. (This meeting was taped for transcribing
purposes only.)

Visitors attending the meeting: AJ Jensen, Jay Haller, Carter Williams, Randy Dulinsky, Pete Bergman, Sherri
Underthun, Kathy Buran

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson, Darin Franckowiak, Kevin Fredrickson

Employees absent: Mike Rowe

Upcoming Meetings:

Town Board Meeting — December 8, 2025 — 7:00pm
P&Z Meeting — December 17, 2025 - 7:00pm

Town Board Meeting — December 22, 2025 — 7:00pm

Signed:

Sarah Blix, Clerk Jon Nelson, Chair

Date approved:




