
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

December 22, 2025 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, December 22, 2025. The following officers 

were present:  

 Jon Nelson   Chair  

Gary Juten    Supervisor 

 Sarah Blix   Clerk 

Sara Rowe   Deputy Clerk  

  

    

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair Nelson.   

 

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Chair Nelson, seconded by Supervisor Juten.  All vote in favor.   

 

Minutes of the December 8, 2025 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Chair 

Nelson, seconded by Supervisor Juten.   

      

DISCUSSION:  

        

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – Chair Nelson reported that he just heard back from the attorney and the courts gave 

Gnesen the ok to wait until spring to start abatement.  Supervisor Juten suggested waiting until at least June 1st to 

make sure road bans are off.   

Cannabis Ordinance Amendments– The public hearing on proposed ordinance amendments was held at 6:30 

tonight. 

Gnesen Community Center Building Loan – This will be paid off on August 1, 2029. 

Marcella Stewart STR – Marcella and Dave were not in attendance at tonight’s meeting but because a letter from 

their attorney was presented, their daughter who was in attendance at the meeting said it was ok to continue and 

discuss the issue.  There was discussion about the MN State Compliance Inspection Report Form.  This is where 

there was confusion because the form has a box checked for “compliance.”  Supervisor Juten explained that the 

state form only has two options that it is either compliant or noncompliant.  St. Louis County uses a classification 

of non-conforming.  The Stewart’s septic was deemed non-conforming by St. Louis County standards, and the 

Gnesen STR Ordinance requires a certificate of compliance to operate a STR.  Chair Nelson said that at the public 

hearing that was held for STR’s, the requirement of a compliant septic system was put into the ordinance to 

protect neighbors and address change in use.  This was a requirement that was decided by everyone in attendance 

at that public hearing.  Both supervisors agreed that this STR request does not meet the requirements of the 

ordinance and so therefore in order for the Stewarts to apply for a STR license they will need to either install a 

whole new septic system or do some updates to their existing one.  Chair Nelson will reach out to the attorney for 

the Stewarts and explain the township’s decision on this matter.  

DAT – Supervisor Juten said he has three speakers for the upcoming DAT meeting that will be held in Gnesen on 

January 15, 2026.  Vic Lund from St. Louis County will be speaking about the Rice Lake Corridor, Darrell 

Johnson will be speaking about sewer expansion in the City of Rice Lake, and Kevin Comminick will be speaking 

about District 10 updates.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Establishing Higher Fines for Permit Violations – The Planning Commission decided the fees already established 

were appropriate and their recommendation is to let them remain as is which is 3x the fee plus the cost for a 

permit.  

MATIT Property Appraisal Report – Mary Bjorklund had reached out to MATIT regarding the property appraisal 

report they provided the township.  As the replacement values on certain buildings were very high, the supervisors 

wanted to discuss further.  Sarah presented the supervisors with a resolution from MATIT that would allow them 

to change the replacement values.  Chair Nelson made a motion to approve signing Resolution #25-11 A 

Resolution Approving Agreed Value Coverage, seconded by Supervisor Juten.  All vote in favor.   
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GCC Rentals – Sarah asked for clarification on her job as building manager and rentals.  It was agreed that 

picking up the key and security code lands on the person renting the facility and that Sarah should not be expected 

to drop everything last minute and make it happen for renters.   

Resolution #25-12 Approving Amendments to Zoning Ordinance #07282025 – Supervisor Juten made a motion 

to approve resolution #25-12, seconded by Chair Nelson.  All vote in favor.  

Email Complaint from Resident – A resident complained about a group of snowmobilers who have been creating 

havoc over at the OTH property.  Darin said he had noticed that they had been jumping a snow berm on the edge 

of the parking lot as well.  He said he will take the grader and get rid of the berm.  After some discussion it was 

decided to put up some signs and orange fencing in an attempt to resolve this issue.  Supervisor Juten said he will 

reach out to the resident who made the complaint and discuss further.       

 

P&Z BOARD SUPERVISORS REPORT: Supervisor Poppenberg was absent from tonight’s meeting.  

 

ZONING OFFICERS REPORT: Mike said he just found out that the Hemlock Dr property is no longer listed 

under Scott Thiens rather its listed under State of MN Care of Land and Minerals Department.  Mike said he will 

look further into this to see what is going on.  Mike said that he has spoken with several of David Humes 

neighbors, and no one seems to have much to say.  Supervisor Juten said that David had contacted him to discuss 

the reported unlicensed vehicles and storage units on his Normanna Road property.  Supervisor Juten said he will 

reach out to David and ask if both he and Mike could visit his property and have a discussion.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE: None 

 

No further business. A motion was made by Chair Nelson to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Supervisor Juten.  

No objections, the meeting was adjourned at 7:47pm. (This meeting was taped for transcribing purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: Jay and Marcia Haller, Carter Williams, Pete Bergman, Carol Jacobson 

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Kevin Fredrickson, Mike Rowe 

Employees absent: Nancy Poppenberg, Darin Franckowiak 

 

Upcoming Meetings:  

Town Board Meeting – January 12, 2026 – 7:00pm 

DAT Meeting held at the GCC – January 15, 2026 – 6:30pm 

P&Z Meeting – January 21, 2026 - 7:00pm 

Town Board Meeting – January 26, 2026 – 7:00pm 

 

 

Signed: _______________________________   __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk     Jon Nelson, Chair 

 

 Date approved: __________________ 


