
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

January 12, 2026 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, January 12, 2026. The following officers were 

present:   

 Jon Nelson   Chair 

 Gary Juten   Supervisor 

Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

Sarah Blix   Clerk 

Mary Bjorklund   Treasurer 

Sara Rowe   Deputy Clerk  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Nelson.  Board Members and residents stood and recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  A motion to approve the agenda with the addition of Dave Humes was moved by 

Chair Nelson, seconded by Supervisor Juten.  All vote in favor. 

 

The minutes of the December 22, 2025 Public Hearing for Cannabis Ordinance #07282025 Amendments were 

unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. 

 

The minutes of the December 22, 2025 Town Board meeting minutes were unanimously approved with a motion by 

Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.   

 

Treasurer’s report: 

 Balance for November 2025               $132,723.89 

 Receipts for December 2025                          +$136,053.78 

                             $268,777.67 

 Disbursements for December 2025                               -$83,850.02 

 Balance for December 2025            $184,927.65 

                    

There were two outstanding checks for the month.  Motion by Chair Nelson, seconded by Supervisor Juten to accept 

the Treasurer’s report.  All vote in favor.  

 

DISCUSSION: None 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – Mike reported that he spoke with Stacy from St. Louis County Land and Minerals Department 

about the Hemlock Drive property as he learned that the property is going into forfeiture.  Stacy informed mike that the 

property should be put up for auction sometime this summer, but the process could be prolonged if the current owner 

refuses to leave willingly.  At this time, it is up in the air as to what will happen with the property abatement.           

MATIT – Mary provided the supervisors with a large packet showing valuation comparisons for all the township 

buildings.  The township is looking at almost a $5000 hike in insurance premium costs, so the supervisors are looking 

at reducing some of the building replacement costs to reduce insurance premiums.  This topic is tabled until the January 

26, 2026 Town Board meeting.   

Dave and Marcella Stewart STR – Chair Nelson stated that a letter from John Grandson in support of the Stewart’s 

STR was received by all three of the Supervisors prior to tonight’s meeting.  Chair Nelson said the ordinance clearly 

states that a STR requires a compliant septic system.  The Stewart’s have a non-conforming septic.  Chair Nelson 

mentioned that in the letter, John Grandson compared the Stewart situation to the Island Lake Inn short term rental. 

Chair Nelson said the two are not comparable because the Island Lake Inn went through the process with St. Louis 

County to upgrade their system and it is now compliant.  Dave Stewart questioned what the legal basis is for the 

township’s decision.  Chair Nelson said the legal basis is the Gnesen Township short term rental ordinance which states 

that a compliant system is required to apply for a STR. Dave then read a letter he wrote to the Town Board.  Dave 

asked that the letter be put into record however he was unwilling to give Sarah a copy of the letter.   

Dave Humes – Supervisor Juten stated that he met with Dave Humes on his property on Normanna Road.  There were 

two storage containers which seem to have been there for many years and four cars parked in the driveway which look 

like they came from Dave’s business.  Supervisor Juten said he would like to follow up with an email to Dave Humes 

and let him know that the issue on his Normanna Road property is closed.  Mike said he has spoken with the neighbors  



 

Page 2 of 2 Town Board Meeting Monday, January 12, 2026 

 

 

on both sides of Dave’s property and neither had any complaints.  Both Supervisor Poppenberg and Chair Nelson stated 

that they support Supervisor Juten’s decision.     

       

NEW BUSINESS: 

Road Report – Darin reported that the roads are in decent shape.  There was several garbage mattresses and a desk chair 

dumped on Boulder Lake Road that Darin picked up.  Supervisor Juten told Darin to bring the garbage to WLSSD.   

Gnesen Community Center Report – Mike Rowe discussed two trees that are in the playscape area that are dead and a 

falling risk.  Supervisor Juten asked Mike if he could meet him one day and show him which trees and that Cedar Drive 

could take the trees down as volunteer work.         

Issues with Upholding the Ordinance – There was discussion about the ordinance and the importance to enforce it as it 

is written.  Sarah gave an example of an issue that just came to the office where Mike told the property owners, they 

could operate a STR when they are not homesteaded residents of Gnesen.  Sarah said this issue is happening a lot and 

that she is asking the Supervisor for help in enforcing with the zoning officers the importance of following the 

ordinance.  There was a lot of discussion about the planning commission and zoning officers and what can be done at 

meetings and when doing site visits to make sure the ordinance is being enforced.  Sarah also mentioned that St. Louis 

County is in the process of proposing ordinance amendments and one of the reasons they state for the proposed changes 

is to minimize ambiguity and ensure consistency.     

Resolution #26-01 – Appointing Election Judges for 2026 – Supervisor Juten made a motion to approve resolution #26-

01, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor. 

Resolution #26-02 – Appointing Absentee Ballot Board for March Township Elections – Supervisor Juten made a 

motion to approve resolution #26-02, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor. 

Resolution #26-03 – Adopting a Schedule of Regular Meetings - Supervisor Poppenberg made a motion to approve 

resolution #26-03, seconded by Supervisor Juten.  All vote in favor. 

Schedule Board of Audit Meeting – The Board of Audit meeting was scheduled for Monday, February 9, 2026 at 

6:00pm.   

 

ZONING SUPERVISOR REPORT – Supervisor Poppenberg had nothing new to add.  

 

ZONING REPORT: Mike had nothing new to add.     

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

St. Louis County Proposed Amendments to Ordinance 62 

FEMA – Letter of Map Revision 

 

Disbursement #16870 through #16907 and 5 EFTs were read, approved, and signed for payment for a total of 

$17,937.04 with a motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor of paying the 

disbursements.  

 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:06pm with a motion by Supervisor Juten, second by Supervisor 

Poppenberg. No objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: AJ Jensen, Randy Dulinski, Jay Haller, Dave & Marcella Stewart, Kathy Buran, Carol 

Jacobson 

 

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Darin Franckowiak, Mike Rowe, Kevin Fredrickson  

Employees absent: Rick Hogenson 

 

Upcoming meetings: 

Supervisor Filing Ends – Tuesday, January 13, 2026.  Office open 1pm to 5pm 

DAT Meeting at GCC – January 15, 2026 

P&Z Meeting – January 21, 2026 - 7:00pm 

Town Board Meeting – January 26, 2026 – 7:00pm  

 



 

Signed: ______________________________              __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk        Mary Bjorklund, Treasurer 

 

           _______________________________                 Date approved: ______________________ 

              Jon Nelson, Chair 


