
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

January 26, 2026 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, January 12, 2026.  The following officers 

were present:  

 Jon Nelson   Chair  

 Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

 Sarah Blix   Clerk  

    

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair Nelson.   

 

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Chair Nelson, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.   

 

Minutes of the January 12, 2026 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Chair 

Nelson, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.   

      

DISCUSSION: None 

        

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – No new updates.   

MATIT – This topic was tabled until the February 9, 2026 TB meeting when Supervisor Juten will be back in 

attendance.   

Church Road Gates – A resident put in a complaint about the rocks that were placed on both sides of the gate on 

Church Road.  The resident stated that he understands the gate being put up to try to stop people from dumping 

garbage in that area, however now the blocked off road is not even able to be used by walkers, snowmobilers, 

horseback riders, etc.  Darin said that in the fall he had spoken with the landowner to the west who placed the 

rocks there and told her that they were on the right-a-way and needed to be removed.  Although that was supposed 

to be done before winter, it did not happen.  After some discussion it was decided to open the gates enough for 

snowmobiles to pass and then once the snow melts the gates would be closed again.  Sarah will send a letter to the 

landowner who placed the rocks there and inform her that they need to be removed by May 1, 2026.      

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Salting Quote for GCC Parking Lot – Sarah stated the parking lot has been really slippery this winter and was 

questioning if it was time to hire someone with the proper equipment to salt the parking lot on an as needed basis.  

Sarah did reach out to two local companies for quotes but only got one sent in from Arrowhead Outdoor Services 

for $150-250/time.  Chair Nelson made a motion to contract with Arrowhead Outdoor Services to salt the GCC 

parking lot on an as needed basis, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.  There was also 

discussion about the township purchasing their own salting equipment that could then be used on the roads as 

well.  Darin and Kevin will get some quotes and provide them at the February 9, 2026 TB meeting.      

 

P&Z BOARD SUPERVISORS REPORT: Supervisor Poppenberg said ordinance changes were discussed at 

the January 21, 2026 P&Z meeting.  Supervisor Poppenberg said the commission was not in agreement with many 

of the proposed changes and so not much progress was made.  Chair Nelson said he was in attendance at the 

meeting and that there were several changes to do with the short-term rental ordinance.  Chair Nelson said at this 

time he was not interested in making any changes to that ordinance as it is a new ordinance, to which Supervisor 

Poppenberg agreed.  Carter said a subcommittee has been created to go through Ordinance 10 and look for 

clerical errors and areas that need clarification.  Supervisor Poppenberg said that herself and Chair Nelson will be 

working with the Planning Commission to implement some new changes so that the meetings run smoother.  

Chair Nelson also mentioned that there has been posting done to make it so that he and Supervisor Juten can 

attend more of the P&Z meetings.    

 

ZONING OFFICERS REPORT: Mike and Rick both had no new updates.  

 



Page 2 of 2 Town Board Meeting – January 26, 2026 

 
CORRESPONDENCE: An email was received from St. Louis County regarding their policy about sanding, 

steaming culverts, etc.  If the Township does not send a yearly letter allowing the County to perform these 

services at their discretion or send an email at the time of need, then these services will not be available for us to 

request at all.  Chair Nelson will send a letter to Amanda Mitchell from Pike Lake and request the County to sand, 

steam, etc. at their discretion.  

 

No further business. A motion was made by Chair Nelson to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Supervisor 

Poppenberg.  No objections, the meeting was adjourned at 7:38pm. (This meeting was taped for transcribing 

purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: Jay Haller, Carter Williams, Pete Bergman, Carol Jacobson, AJ Jensen,  

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Kevin Fredrickson, Rick Hogenson, Darin Franckowiak 

Employees absent: Gary Juten 

 

Upcoming Meetings:  

Board of Audit Meeting – February 9, 2026 – 6:00pm 

Town Board Meeting – February 9, 2026 – 7:00pm 

P&Z Meeting – February 18, 2026 - 7:00pm 

Town Board Meeting – February 23, 2026 – 7:00pm 

 

 

Signed: _______________________________   __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk     Jon Nelson, Chair 

 

 Date approved: __________________ 


