
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

February 23, 2026 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, February 23, 2026.  The following officers 

were present:  

 Jon Nelson   Chair  

 Gary Juten   Supervisor 

 Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

 Sarah Blix   Clerk  

 Sara Rowe   Deputy Clerk 

    

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair Nelson.   

 

Motion to approve the agenda with the addition of Stewart STR was made by Chair Nelson, seconded by 

Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.   

 

Minutes of the February 9, 2026 Board of Audit Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by 

Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg 

 

Minutes of the February 9, 2026 Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor 

Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.   

      

DISCUSSION: None 

        

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – No new updates.   

MATIT – After reviewing the new premiums and the agreed upon building values and then comparing them with 

both $250.00 and $1000.00 deductibles, Supervisor Juten said he would like to sit down with office staff to figure 

out why there is less than a $300.00 difference when the deductible is at $250.00 vs. $1,000.00.       

P&Z Training – This has been rescheduled for Friday, April 10, 2026 at 1pm.  Chair Nelson reported that our 

attorney Andrew Tiede said he would be willing to provide a free training for planning and zoning.   

Stewart STR – Chair Nelson said that after the attorney reviewed our STR ordinance he recommended that we 

approve the Stewarts STR application as our ordinance does not clearly state the rational for requiring a compliant 

septic.  Chair Nelson said that since the septic is non-conforming that we need to clarify with St. Louis County 

what they would recommend as an occupancy limit and that upon renewal of the application the Stewarts would 

also be required to install a fully compliant septic system.  Chair Nelson made a motion to approve the attorney’s 

recommendation and approve the Stewarts STR application after verifying with St. Louis County what the 

recommended occupancy should be capped at and that upon renewal the Stewarts must have a fully compliant 

system installed, seconded by Supervisor Juten.  Two in favor, one abstaining.  The attorney’s recommendation 

will be sent to the Planning Commission for review so that they can reword the STR ordinance section regarding 

septic requirements and provide a recommendation back to the Town Board.      

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Levy Discussion – Kevin provided a quote for replacing 22 windows at the community center.  Both quotes 

included all material and labor.  The quote for Andersen windows was $36,118.48 and Walsh windows were 

$29,426.16.  Supervisor Juten discussed the price for purchasing a new plow truck and salting equipment and said 

that for $20,000.00 to $40,000.00 the township should be able to purchase the new equipment.  After some 

discussion Supervisor Juten made a motion to propose raising the levy to $75,000.00 for the year 2027 which 

would increase the capital improvement fund from $6,000.00 to $81,000.00 for replacing plowing/road equipment 

and replacing windows at the GCC, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All in favor.        

 

P&Z BOARD SUPERVISORS REPORT: The February meeting was cancelled due to weather, so Supervisor 

Poppenberg had nothing to report.   
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ZONING OFFICERS REPORT: Rick said he was contacted about an old helipad located on Minnesota Power 

land in Fredenberg Township that may be reopened.  Rick said this is just informational and he was contacted 

because if the helipad is reopened it could cause increased traffic along Boulder Dam Road.  Mike said he is 

working on completing second visits.    

 

CORRESPONDENCE: None 

 

No further business. A motion was made by Chair Nelson to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Supervisor 

Poppenberg.  No objections, the meeting was adjourned at 7:33pm. (This meeting was taped for transcribing 

purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: Jay and Marcia Haller, Carter Williams, Pete Bergman, AJ Jensen, Dave and 

Marcella Stewart, Randy Dulinski  

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Kevin Fredrickson, Rick Hogenson, Darin Franckowiak 

Employees absent:  

 

Upcoming Meetings:  

Town Board Meeting – March 9, 2026 – 7:00pm 

Annual Meeting – March 10, 2026 – 8:30pm 

P&Z Meeting – March 18, 2026 - 7:00pm 

Reorganization Meeting – March 23, 2026 – 6:00pm 

Town Board Meeting – March 23, 2026 – 7:00pm 

 

 

Signed: _______________________________   __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk     Jon Nelson, Chair 

 

 Date approved: __________________ 


