
Town of Gnesen-Annual Meeting Minutes-March 10, 2026 

 

The Annual Town Meeting and Election for the Town of Gnesen was held on Tuesday, March 10, 

2026.  The polls opened at 5:00 p.m. and were closed at 8:00 p.m.  Board of Canvass met at 8:15 

p.m. Supervisor Nelson and Supervisor Juten verified the results of the election. The Annual 

Meeting followed at 8:30 p.m. 

 

Clerk Sarah Blix called the Annual Meeting to order at 8:30 p.m. The clerk and residents stood and 

recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   

 

The Clerk called for a nomination of a Moderator for the meeting.  Gary Juten nominated Jon 

Nelson, with a second by Nancy Poppenberg.  Clerk Blix called for any other nominations.  

Hearing none, Clerk Blix called for a vote on Jon Nelson.  Motion to nominate Jon Nelson as 

Moderator-all in favor-no objections.   

 

Moderator Nelson then stated that the business of the meeting was for the following purposes: 

1.) To elect the following officer: 

One (1) Supervisor for a three (3) year term. 

2.) To approve the Levy set at the Board of Audit Meeting that was held on February 9, 2026.  

3.) To finish any old business. 

4.) To transact any new business for the good of the township. 

 

Moderator Nelson asked the Clerk to read the election results. 

Clerk-Total votes cast were 86.  

     Nancy Poppenberg  37 Votes   

     Gary Juten   1 vote   

     Sherri Underthun  10 votes 

     Jason Haller  35 votes 

     Tim Juten   1 vote 

     Under Votes  2 votes 

           

Supervisor for the three (3) year term-Nancy Poppenberg. 

 

The Board of Canvass consisted of Supervisor Nelson and Supervisor Juten.  The Board met after 

the polls closed and the ballots were counted, to check over and verify the election results that the 

election judges-Sarah Blix, Carol Jacobson, and Mary Bjorklund turned in.  The Clerk declared 

Nancy Poppenberg was elected Town of Gnesen Supervisor for a three-year term, ending in 2029.   

 

Moderator Nelson mentioned that the minutes from the previous Annual Meeting that was held on 

March 11, 2025 were provided on the back table for anyone who would like to see them.   

 

Moderator Nelson asked the Treasurer to read the Financial Statement of the Town of Gnesen for 

2025.  Mary Bjorklund read the Financial Statement report.  Our balance beginning in January 2025 

was $278,369.26; total receipts for the year were $555,349.23; total disbursements were 

$648,790.84; ending balance for the year is $184,924.65.   

 

The 2025 Road Report handout was provided.  Gary Juten reported that in 2025 all of the gravel 

that was put on township roads came out of the stockpile that the township has at Ullands Oscar Pit.  

Gary stated there should be enough gravel remaining in the stockpile to last the next three years.  

Brushing has been an ongoing issue as St. Louis County is requiring more and more of the 

township.  Gary also mentioned that for 2027 the township is proposing to purchase a used single 

axel truck that would be used for plowing, salting township roads, and also for brushing.     
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Moderator Nelson brought up for discussion the proposed levy for the year 2027, as proposed at the 

Board of Audit Meeting held on February 9, 2026. 

 

GENERAL FUND -Total Levy for 2025 was $104,000.00; beginning balance was $56,902.79; 

actual expenses paid in 2025 were $334,766.68 of which the expenses for the Planning & Zoning, 

Community Center, Fire Department and Town Hall were included. Levy for 2026 is $104,000.00. 

The proposed levy for 2027 is $104,000.00 plus $66,000.00 budgeted for the Fire Department 

Contract for fire services, totaling $170,000.00. Revenue for the General Fund for 2025 is 

$358,972.04 which includes the taxes, liquor licenses, building permits/variance/conditional use 

permits/additional fees, community center rentals/deposits/security, newspaper ads, interest, GCC 

membership/donations/private donations. Ending balance for the General Fund was $122,389.90.  

 

ROAD FUND-Total Levy for 2025 was $100,000.00; beginning balance was $1,750.43; actual 

expenses paid in 2025 were $66,150.03 which includes: culverts, snowplowing, gravel, chloride, 

tree removal, etc. Levy for 2026 is $100,000.00. The proposed levy for 2027 is $100,000.00. 

Revenue for the Road Fund was $119,180.70. Ending balance for the Road Fund was $54,781.10.  

 

CAPITAL PROJECT FUND-Total Levy for 2025 was $6,000.00; beginning balance was 

$31,719.29 actual expenses paid out in 2025 were $101,159.13 which included the bond principal 

and interest. Levy for 2026 is $6,000.00. Proposed levy for 2027 is $81,000. Revenue for the 

Capital Projects Fund is $77,196.49. Ending balance for the Capital Project Fund $7,756.65. 

 

Total Balance for all funds was $184,927.65.  Bond loan will be paid off in 2029. 

 

Moderator Nelson said that there has not been an increase in the levy since before 2020.  For 2027 

they are proposing an increase of $75,000.00.  This would go towards purchasing a new township 

truck and replacing the inefficient windows in the community center.  Staff wages will increase by 

3% and meeting rates by $5 per meeting.  Moderator Nelson asked if there was any other discussion 

on the proposed levy.  Gary Juten made a motion, second by Carol Jacobson all voted in favor of 

the proposed total levy for 2027 in the amount of $419,000.00. 

 

Joe Ferguson, Richard DeLano, and Kathy Buran were all recommended for re-appointment this 

year and this will be sent to the Town Board meeting that is scheduled for March 23, 2026.  

Planning and zoning was busy in 2025 finalizing the conversion of MN Power leased lots to private 

lots.  Ordinance #10 is currently being looked at by a subcommittee for the purpose of reducing 

ambiguity, clarifying the ordinance intentions, and cross-referencing with other ordinances to make 

sure there is no overlap/contradictions.  A property abatement is in the process but has been put on 

hold as the property is now in tax forfeiture.  The building permit report was available as a handout 

for anyone who was interested.   

 

Moderator Nelson thanked both the skating rink personnel and the trail guy for all their hard work 

this past year.   

 

Moderator Nelson asked if there was any other old business.  Hearing none, Moderator Nelson 

moved on to New Business. 

 

5.) Motion from Nancy Poppenberg for authorization to expend the same amount of township 

funds for National Night Out that was spent last year which was $1200.00, Lottie Haller 

seconded the motion, all voted in favor.  National Night Out will be held on August 4, 2026.  
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6.) Motion by Gary Juten to set the location for the next annual meeting to be held at the Gnesen 

Community Center, seconded by Carter Williams.  All vote in favor.  Motion by Nancy 

Poppenberg to set the time to convene and call to order the next annual meeting on March 9, 

2027 directly following canvassing the election results. Lottie Haller seconded the motion; all 

voted in favor. 

 

During the coming year, the Township notices will run as legal ads in the Duluth News Tribune.   

They will also run in the Gnesen Community Newspaper when the time frame works.  Posted 

notices will be at the Community Center, Gnesen Convenience Store, and the Island Lake Inn.   

 

Moderator Nelson stated that the Certification/Reorganization Meeting would be held on Monday, 

March 23, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.   

 

Moderator Nelson asked if there was anything else the residents wanted to discuss.  Hearing none, 

the meeting was adjourned at 9:07 p.m. with a motion by Mary Bjorklund, second by Gary Juten all 

voted in favor. 

 

Residents attending the meeting were: Jon Nelson, Gary and Staci Juten, Mary and Gary Bjorklund, 

Jay & Marcia Haller, Steve Franckowiak, Bryan Gray, Mike Polzin, Carol Jacobson, Randy 

Dulinski, Carter Williams, Randy and Sherri Underthun, Kevin Fredrickson, Annie and Chris 

Kuklock, Sara and Mike Rowe, Chad Bruckelmyer, Jeremy Stolp, Lottie and Tom Haller (Many of 

these residents did not sign in on the sheet and there may have been others missed that were in 

attendance.  

 

 

Signed:________________________________ 

            Sarah Blix, Clerk   

             

           _________________________________ 

           Jon Nelson, Moderator 

 

 

 


