
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

March 9, 2026 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, March 9, 2026. The following officers were 

present:   

 Jon Nelson   Chair 

 Gary Juten   Supervisor 

Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

Sarah Blix   Clerk 

Mary Bjorklund   Treasurer 

Sara Rowe   Deputy Clerk  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Nelson.  Board Members and residents stood and recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  A motion to approve the agenda was moved by Chair Nelson, seconded by 

Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor. 

 

The minutes of the February 23, 2026 Town Board meeting minutes were unanimously approved with a motion by 

Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.   

 

Treasurer’s report: 

 Balance for January  2026               $174,903.97 

 Receipts for February 2026                            +$20,301.72 

                             $195,205.69 

 Disbursements for February 2026                               -$14,861.45 

 Balance for February 2026           $180,344.24 

                    

There were four outstanding checks for the month.  Motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg 

to accept the Treasurer’s report.  All vote in favor.  

 

DISCUSSION: None 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – No new updates.  

MATIT – Supervisor Juten reported that he is working on getting some quotes from Holden Insurance, but it will take 

longer than expected.  After some discussion it was decided to pay MATIT at the new values and a $250 deductible, 

but the township will continue to shop around for lower premiums.   

Dave and Marcella Stewart STR – Chair Nelson explained that the attorney said the STR ordinance is not clear enough 

as to what “compliant” means and whether it also includes “nonconforming compliant” and this is why the Stewarts 

STR application is getting approved.  Verbiage in the STR ordinance will be getting changed to clarify this section and 

when the Stewarts renew in three years, they will have to have a fully compliant system.  There was discussion about 

when to hold a public hearing which was then scheduled for Monday, March 23, 2026 at 5:30pm.  Sarah questioned the 

occupancy cap since that was one question Chair Nelson asked the attorney but didn’t get a response on.  Chair Nelson 

stated that since St. Louis County said they would only allow a maximum of 4 guests then that is what Gnesen is going 

to require as their cap too since the Stewart’s don’t have a fully compliant septic system.     

       

NEW BUSINESS: 

Road Report – Darin reported that a culvert on Lawnwood Road was plugged causing water to buildup on the road.  St. 

Louis County was contacted and was able to steam the culvert earlier today.      

Gnesen Community Center Report – Sarah said she has nothing new to add this month.  

Caleb Anderson – Eagle Scout Project – Caleb Anderson a senior from Denfeld High School presented a concept plan 

to the Board that he would like to do for his Eagle Scout Project.  Caleb would be adding new elements to the 

playscape including a Forest Web, Balance Path, and Stump Walk.  The cost of this project would be around $250.00, 

which Caleb was hoping the township would help fund.  Supervisor Juten questioned the timeline for starting the 

project.  Caleb said he would be starting as soon as the ground thaws with completion by June 10, 2026.  Supervisor 

Poppenberg made a motion to accept Caleb’s proposal and for the township to contribute $250.00 towards the project, 

second by Supervisor Juten.  All vote in favor.    
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TumbleBee Gymnastics Lease Renewal – Supervisor Juten made a motion to renew the lease as presented, seconded by 

Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.  

Gnesen Fire Department 2026/27 Contract Renewal – Supervisor Juten made a motion to accept the contract as 

presented, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.  

Board of Appeals Meeting – This is scheduled for Tuesday, April 28, 2026 starting at 10:00am.  

Horseshoe Lake – Chair Nelson stated he received an email from the DNR looking for a resident who might be 

interested in being a lake gauge reader for Horseshoe Lake.   

 

ZONING SUPERVISOR REPORT – Nancy had nothing to add since the February P&Z meeting was cancelled.   

 

ZONING REPORT: Mike said he is working on a STR application and doing second site visits.  Rick said he has 

been working on a building permit and answering zoning inquiries.       

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

• St. Louis County – Josh Brinkman regarding Hazard Mitigation Plan 

• MAT 2026 Spring Short Courses   

• Couri & Ruppe Township Legal Seminar 

Disbursement #16937 through #16965 and 4 EFTs were read, approved, and signed for payment for a total of 

$17,259.05 with a motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor of paying the 

disbursements.  

 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:55pm with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Juten. No 

objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: Jay and Marcia Haller, Carter Williams, David Anderson, Caleb Anderson, Charles 

Anderson, AJ Jensen, Linda and Joe Lenard, Kathy Buran, Randy Dulinski, David and Marcella Stewart Pete 

Bergstrom 

 

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Darin Franckowiak, Mike Rowe, Kevin Fredrickson, Rick Hogenson  

Employees absent:  

 

Upcoming meetings: 

Township Elections – March 10, 2026 – 5:00 – 8:00pm 

Annual Meeting – March 10, 2026 – 8:30pm 

P&Z Meeting – March 18, 2026 – 7:00pm 

Reorganization Meeting – March 23, 2026 – 6:00pm  

Town Board Meeting – March 23, 2026 – 7:00pm  

 

 

Signed: ______________________________              __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk        Mary Bjorklund, Treasurer 

 

           _______________________________                 Date approved: ______________________ 

              Jon Nelson, Chair 


