
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

April 13, 2026 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, April 13, 2026. The following officers were 

present:   

 Jon Nelson   Chair 

 Gary Juten   Supervisor 

Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

Sarah Blix   Clerk 

Mary Bjorklund   Treasurer 

Sara Rowe   Deputy Clerk  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Nelson.  Board Members and residents stood and recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  A motion to approve the agenda was moved by Chair Nelson, seconded by 

Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor. 

 

The minutes of the March 23, 2026 STR Ordinance Amendments Public Hearing were unanimously approved with a 

motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.   

 

The minutes of the March 23, 2026 Reorganization meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor 

Poppenberg, seconded by Supervisor Juten.   

 

The minutes of the March 23, 2026 Town Board meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Chair Nelson 

seconded by Supervisor Juten.   

 

Treasurer’s report: 

 Balance for February  2026               $180,344.24 

 Receipts for March 2026                               +$9,105.70 

                             $189,449.94 

 Disbursements for March 2026                               -$17,259.05 

 Balance for March 2026            $172,190.89 

                    

There were two outstanding checks for the month.  Motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg to 

accept the Treasurer’s report.  All vote in favor.  

 

DISCUSSION: None 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – Mike reported that he was informed that Scott Thienes has paid all delinquent taxes and 

completed all the paperwork necessary to save his property from tax forfeiture.  With this news, the abatement will 

proceed as originally planned.    

St. Louis County Hazard Mitigation Plan – Supervisor Juten reported the hazard mitigation meeting he attended 

focused on identifying hazards within our community.  Supervisor Juten said that St. Louis County is working with 

FEMA to get mitigation grant funding and if the township participates in the planning process, then we will be eligible 

for funding if its ever needed.   

NEW BUSINESS: 

Road Report – Darin reported that the roads are in various stages of spring breakup.  The gates on the minimum 

maintenance portion of Church Road have been closed again.  No flooding or tree issues were noted.  The grader will 

be getting services by McCoy soon so that it will be ready for spring grading.  The dirt patch on Island Lake Drive 

needs grading.  No water buildup on Musolf Road.  Supervisor Juten reported that the plow truck light mounts are 

broken and cost more than $500 to replace.  Supervisor Juten said he thinks they can fix the mounts so he would like to 

try that first. 

Gnesen Community Center Report – Sarah said she has nothing new to add this month.  Supervisor Juten said that 

Cedar Drive Excavating took the tree down that was dead in the playscape area. 

Sara Rowe Resignation – Chair Nelson reported that Sara Rowe will be resigning as of April 29, 2026. 
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2026 Firewise – A Firewise meeting has been scheduled for Monday, May 18, 2026 at 6pm.  Information on this 

meeting will be in the May newsletter.   

2026 Road Reviews – Road reviews were scheduled for Friday, May 8, 2026 at 1pm.   

 

ZONING REPORT: Mike said he had nothing new to report.  Rick said he has been working on two building permits 

and STR renewals.  Rick said that the office is making a new application for STR renewals and will be presented to the 

Planning Commission soon.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

• Supervisor Juten reported that the short course training for the Duluth area has been rescheduled for April 17, 

2026.  Supervisor Juten said he is planning on attending.  

Disbursement #16966 through #17011 and 6 EFTs were read, approved, and signed for payment for a total of 

$26,986.61 with a motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor of paying the 

disbursements.  

 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:38pm with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Juten. No 

objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: Jay Haller, Carter Williams, AJ Jensen, Sherri Underthun, Kathy Buran, Pete 

Bergstrom, Carol Jacobson 

 

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Darin Franckowiak, Mike Rowe, Kevin Fredrickson, Rick Hogenson  

Employees absent: none 

 

Upcoming meetings: 

P&Z Meeting – April 15, 2026 – 7:00pm 

Town Board Meeting – April 27, 2026 – 7:00pm  

Board of Appeals – April 28, 2026 – 10:00am  

 

 

Signed: ______________________________              __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk        Mary Bjorklund, Treasurer 

 

           _______________________________                 Date approved: ______________________ 

              Jon Nelson, Chair 


