
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

May 11, 2026 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, May 11, 2026. The following officers were 

present:   

 Jon Nelson   Chair 

 Gary Juten   Supervisor 

Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

Sarah Blix   Clerk 

Mary Bjorklund   Treasurer 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Nelson.  Board Members and residents stood and recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  A motion to approve the agenda with the addition of Board of Appeal meeting update 

was moved by Chair Nelson, seconded by Supervisor Juten.  All vote in favor. 

 

The minutes of the April 27, 2026 Town Board meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor 

Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.   

 

The minutes of the May 8, 2026 Road Review meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor 

Poppenberg, seconded by Supervisor Juten.   

 

Treasurer’s report: 

 Balance for March 2026                $172,230.89 

 Receipts for April 2026                            +$3,410.35 

                          $175,641.24 

 Disbursements for April 2026                              -$26,986.61 

 Balance for April 2026         $148,654.63 

                    

There were four outstanding checks for the month.  Motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg 

to accept the Treasurer’s report.  All vote in favor.  

 

DISCUSSION: There was discussion on the P&Z training that our attorney, Andrew offered to provide the township 

for free.  Chair Nelson stated that Andrew said he could provide the training Friday, June 19, 2026.  Sarah said she will 

put it on the agenda for the next P&Z meeting and see what everyone’s availability looks like before committing.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – Chair Nelson stated that a certified letter was sent to Scott Thienes last week to notify him of 

the upcoming abatement.  Abatement will start May 21, 2026 and will last three weeks. Dumpsters will be delivered the 

day before.  Supervisor Juten questioned if a sheriff deputy will be present when dumpsters are delivered, to which 

Mike said he had not set that up.  Supervisor Juten said he thought it would be important to have a deputy present for 

dumpster drop off.  Mike will set this up.  

Firewise – A Firewise meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 18, 2026 at 6pm. 

Board of Appeals Meeting Update – Chair Nelson reported that there were 52 total appeals and 24 reductions made.  

Chair Nelson stated that revisits from St. Louis County made a big difference for several residents and resulted in 

valuation reductions.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Road Report – Darin reported that the road review meeting was held May 8, 2026.  Gravel on township roads will be 

set up for early to mid-June.  Sarah will get pricing for calcium chloride.  A copy of the road form that Supervisor Juten 

got from last month’s short course training was provided for all to review.  Supervisor Juten said he would like to 

implement the form.  Sarah will create a form for each township road and leave them in the township truck for Kevin 

and Darin.  Sarah said she received a complaint from a resident who said the rocks alongside the Church Road gate 

have not been removed yet.  Sarah said the rocks were supposed to be removed by May 1, 2026.  Sarah contacted the 

person who placed the rocks and reminded her that the rocks need to be removed and asked for a set date when that 

would happen.  Sarah said she is waiting for a call back from the landowner as to when the rocks will be removed 

otherwise it will need to be discussed at the next meeting as to what the next steps will be.   
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Gnesen Community Center Report – Sarah said that the playscape project has been completed.  Roadside clean up 

along Howard Gnesen Road from Emerson to Normanna Road was completed May 3, 2026.  One of the windows in 

the community room has a large crack.  Supervisor Juten asked about the cost of just replacing the entire window 

versus having St. Germain’s replace the glass.  Kevin said it would likely be cheaper to just replace the entire window.  

Sarah will work with Kevin on getting the window fixed.   

May 8, 2026, Road Review Update – Three signs were noted to be missing, two from Needle Lane and one from 

Bergstrom Road.  Supervisor Juten made a motion to purchase the three replacement signs, seconded by Supervisor 

Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.   

Updates to Website – Sarah stated she would like to do some cleaning up on the website and add a button where the 

newsletter can be archived for people to view.  Sarah said there is 1hr 40minutes remaining in our retainer from Faster 

Solutions.  After some discussion it was decided to allow Sarah to proceed with the website clean up and changes.   

 

ZONING REPORT: Mike reported that he is focusing on Hemlock Drive.  Rick said he has been working on new 

building permits to allow Mike to focus on the Hemlock Drive abatement.  Rick said there is a land alteration permit 

that has been turned in where a landowner is requesting to do extensive work in front of their home which is situated 

50ft from Island Lake.  Several questions need to be answered before the permit can be issued.  A 15-day letter was 

sent out today informing the landowner.  Questions about constructing a campground up in the north end of the 

township and whether an EAW is needed to proceed.       

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

• MAT – Notice of new District 10 representative 

• St. Louis County – Noxious Weed 

Disbursement #17012 through #17045 and 4 EFTs were read, approved, and signed for payment for a total of 

$18,701.81 with a motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor of paying the 

disbursements.  

 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:48pm with a motion by Supervisor Juten, second by Supervisor 

Poppenberg.  No objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: Jay Haller, Randy Dulinski, Carter Williams, AJ Jensen, Carol Jacobson 

 

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Darin Franckowiak, Mike Rowe, Kevin Fredrickson, Rick Hogenson  

Employees absent: none 

 

Upcoming meetings: 

P&Z Meeting – May 20, 2026 – 7:00pm 

Town Board Meeting – May 26, 2026 – 7:00pm (Tuesday)  

 

 

Signed: ______________________________              __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk        Mary Bjorklund, Treasurer 

 

           _______________________________                 Date approved: ______________________ 

              Jon Nelson, Chair 


