Town of Gnesen Planning Commission
April 15, 2026, Minutes, 7pm

Members Present: Carter Williams, Sherri Underthun, Matt Thibodeau, Pete Bergman, Kathy Buran, Joe
Ferguson, Carol Jacobson, Nancy Poppenberg- Town Board Liaison, Zoning Officer Mike Polzin, Zoning
Officer Rick Hogenson, Deputy Clerk Sara Rowe, Town Clerk Sarah Blix

Members Absent: Dick Delano
Others Present: Mike Rowe, AJ Jensen, Jon Nelson, Mickey Ferguson, Jay Haller,
First Item: Paper ballot vote for Chair and Vice Chair:

The Chair vote was six votes for Kathy, one for Sherri, Vice Chair vote was six votes for Dick, one for Sherri.
Kathy Buran is the new Chair; Dick Delano is the new Vice Chair. Kathy Buran took direction of the rest of the
meeting. Dick Delano was absent.

Approval of the agenda: Carter moved to approve the agenda with some additions. Matt seconded and the
motion passed.

Approval of March 18, 2026, minutes: Matt said Robert’s Rules of Order say we don’t have to vote on more
common things like minutes and agenda. Matt made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Carol. The
motion passed.

Old Business:

Zoning officer’s reports: Carter asked for more details on zoning officer reports. Carol asked if they used a
summary sheet in the past. Rick stated he had no problem with more detailed reports. Pete asked if a permit was
not going to be granted, would that be in the summary report? Sherri said a more detailed report is redundant
and not needed. Carter stated the Excel spreadsheet report doesn’t give details if there are issues with it. Rick
suggested the two zoning officers do it for now. The two clerks stated they would be in favor of more detailed
reports. Clerk Blix stated that members on the Planning Commission have made statements that they don’t have
enough information and that they have said that is the first they have heard of an issue. After more discussion,
Pete suggested trying it until September.

New Business:

Resignation: Sara Rowe stated she is resigning.

Free Training from Andrew Tiede: Jon Nelson

Supervisor Nelson asked for ideas for the training session with the attorney. Carter stated he would like
lakeshore and setback rules to be discussed. Rick had questions about land splits in two different zones.
Supervisor Nelson stated short-term rentals in homes a person does not live in for a question. Carter mentioned
complaint-based enforcement. Rick discussed written complaints for a topic. Mike discussed best practices for
drone usage for a topic. A short discussion on drone usage followed. Clerk Blix stated the trespassing aspect and
if someone entered her property, she is going to be mad. Supervisor Nelson stated he thought there were some
height restrictions.

Short Term Rental/ Renewal Forms:

Clerk Sarah Blix and Rick worked on some changes they would like to see for these forms. There was
discussion about tax ids, septic renewal, and complaints. This issue was tabled until next month.

Zoning Officer’s Report:

Rick had a STR renewal and two other building permit applications; one party was trying to beat the road
restrictions. There was another party with some setback questions. Mike gave an update of 4108 Hemlock. The
owner repurchased the property as to no longer be in arrears, so the abatement can move forward. A date in May
was discussed. Carol asked who would be there from Gnesen. Mike stated he would have to be. After more
discussion, Carter suggested the Board pick an overseer for the abatement process.
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Correspondence:
Carter talked about the Firewise meeting on May 18" at 6pm.

Supervisor Nelson stated that people are reporting high County taxes in the Township. The County has been
saying it is to be expected. There was some testimony from the audience about how they reduce their tax
assessments by talking to the County and having them look at the property. Clerk Blix said a letter can be
provided to her about their increases and objections. Supervisor Nelson stated people could show up at the
meeting with information that would help them. He stated that sales were driving the increase and the County
uses a formula. They try to be fair.

Motion to Adjourn: Pete made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Sherri. The motion passed and the meeting
was adjourned at 7:54 pm.

Next Planning and Zoning meeting May 20, 7:00pm
Respectfully submitted,
Sara Rowe, Deputy Planning and Zoning Secretary Carter Williams, Planning Commission Chair

Date



