Town of Gnesen Planning Commission
May 20, 2026

Members Present: Carter Williams, Sherri Underthun, Dick Delano, Matt Thibodeau, Pete Bergman, Kathy
Buran, Carol Jacobson, Nancy Poppenberg- Town Board Liaison, Zoning Officer Mike Polzin, Zoning Officer
Rick Hogenson, P&Z Secretary Sarah Blix

Members Absent: Joe Ferguson
Others Present: AJ Jensen, Jay Haller, Randy Dulinski, Becky Nordskog
Approval of the agenda: Carol made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Carter. All vote in favor.

Approval of April 15, 2026, minutes: Pete made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Dick. All vote
in favor.

Discussion:

Carter gave an update on the Firewise Meeting that occurred on May 18, 2026. Carter said that if the township
agrees to become a Firewise community, there are several grant opportunities that we could apply for. Carter
also said that there are matching grants available for up to $49,000 for homeowners to deal with Spruce
Budworm issues. Carter said that labor can be used as part of the property owner’s match.

Old Business:

Amended Short Term Rental Application and Renewal Application — Carter made a motion to accept the
amended Short Term Rental application as presented, seconded by Carol. All vote in favor. Carter made a
motion to accept the new Short Term Rental Renewal application as presented, seconded by Sherri. All vote in
favor.

Tomahawk Point Plat Signing — Becky Nordskog from MN Power was present at tonight’s meeting and
brought with her the mylar plat map for Tomahawk Point which needed to be signed. Becky stated that the plat
process for Tomahawk Point started a year and a half ago and has taken so long because it kept getting bumped
to the bottom of the list by St. Louis County. Sarah and Kathy signed the map for Tomahawk Point which was
the final role in this process for Gnesen.

Hemlock Drive — Mike reported that the Sheriff’s Department is putting a pause on the Helmock Drive
abatement that was supposed to commence Thursday, May 21, 2026. Mike said that the Sheriff has safety
concerns for all involved with the abatement and would like to have a meeting with all parties to inform them of
safety concerns/risks and make sure that everyone knows what their duties will be and what to expect. Rick
asked if he could attend that meeting, to which Mike said anyone from the township could attend. Mike will get
Sarah the meeting information as soon as possible.

New Business:

Visit/Evaluation Criteria — Sarah explained that there is a $100 fee on the fee schedule for doing a visit/site
evaluation and that more information was needed from the commission as to how that fee came to be and what
is its purpose. After some discussion it was decided that a pre-site visit/evaluation should not be promoted,
rather try to answer most of the questions via phone call or email instead. There have been issues in the past
with pre-site visits occurring and then landowners thinking they had the green light to move forward with their
project before completing the building permit process. Sarah said if someone requests a pre site visit then it
needs to be made very clear that it costs $100 and that it is absolutely not a green light to get started, that the
building permit process needs to be followed and no work can be started until the landowner has a signed
building permit in their possession.

Data Centers - Carol reported that there are many cities and towns that are putting regulations/moratoriums in
place to protect their communities against data centers. There was a suggestion of putting a definition of a data
center into the ordinance and then add, “not allowed in the township.” Sherri said she believed that this should
be brought to the town board and ask for their input. Kathy said she would rather the ordinance review
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subcommittee work on creating something and then bring that to the town board, so they have something to
discuss. Sherri moved to send to the town board for their input, seconded by Dick. All vote in favor.

P&Z Training — Andrew Tiede had suggested a date of June 19, 2026 for P&Z training. Sarah said she thought
a Friday in June would be a tough time to have training and suggested pushing it into the fall. After some
discussion it was decided to aim for a late September training date.

Zoning Officer’s Report: Rick said he has been busy working on building permits that have come in. Rick
gave a detailed report on all the permits and explained any issues or questions he had. Mike has been busy
working on the Hemlock Drive abatement.

Correspondence: None

Motion to Adjourn: Sherri made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:09 pm, seconded by Matt. All vote in
favor.

Upcoming Meeting:
P&Z Meeting — June 17, 2026 - 7:00pm

Respectfully submitted,

Sarah Blix, Planning and Zoning Secretary Kathy Buran, Planning Commission Chair

Date



