
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

May 26, 2026 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Tuesday May 26, 2026.  The following officers were 

present:  

 Jon Nelson   Chair  

 Gary Juten   Supervisor 

 Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

 Sarah Blix   Clerk  

    

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair Nelson.   

 

Motion to approve the agenda with the addition of DAT meeting update and discussion on future meetings was 

made by Chair Nelson, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.   

 

Minutes of the May 11, 2026, Town Board Meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor 

Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.   

 

DISCUSSION: There was discussion about a property on Rice Lake Road north of Island Lake where it has been 

noted that a person has been living in a camper for the last month with no running water or electricity.  An 

increase in traffic was also mentioned.  It was suggested that an official complaint be made so that one of our 

zoning officers can investigate the complaint.  Dave asked when the lighting for the flagpole was going to be 

installed.  Sarah said that lighting was not part of the DNR grant, however when the parking lot was getting 

redone, conduit was ran under the parking lot so that in the future wire could be run and lights installed.  Chair 

Nelson asked Sarah to get a few quotes on installing lighting.    

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – Abatement was supposed to commence Thursday, May 21st but was cancelled last minute 

because the volunteers that were lined up from NERC were concerned about safety.  Chair Nelson, Rick, and 

Mike had a meeting earlier today with several key players who were going to assist with the abatement to figure 

out a plan to move forward.  After much discussion it was decided that a couple of sheriff deputies and Mike will 

meet with Scott on his property to give him a two-week warning and to see if Scott is willing to clean up more of 

his property himself.  If Scott is not willing to cooperate, Gnesen will move forward with the abatement, but this 

time hire Trailer Trash or a similar company to do the clean-up. Dave questioned how much money the township 

has already spent on this issue.  Sarah said that to date the township has spent a little over $5000 on attorney fees 

and mailings.  This number does not include personnel wages.  Chair Nelson commented that he expects the price 

for abatement will be double that amount and that we likely will not get reimbursed.  Carter questioned how we 

determine when the abatement is complete.  Chair Nelson stated that the order allows everything to go except 

usable items such as tools.  Gnesen’s ordinance also allows 5 unlicensed vehicles to remain on the property.  Both 

Supervisor Juten and Supervisor Poppenberg stated that they are in support of this plan moving forward.   

Firewise Meeting Update – Carter reported that there was a meeting held on May 18, 2026.  Several people were 

in attendance including a few from neighboring townships.  Carter said the goal for this year is to hold another 

brush drop off event in September as last year’s drop off event went so well.  Carter said that there are DNR 

grants available for townships, road associations, and landowners for removing dead trees caused by Spruce 

Budworm.  The grants are matching grants, but labor can be used as part of the landowner’s match.   

Signs on Bergstrom Road/Needle Lane – It was noted during road reviews that Bergstrom Road was missing a 

curvy road sign, however Sarah said there is no curvy road sign listed in the sign inventory.  As for Needle Lane, 

Supervisor Juten confirmed the sign that was missing that needs to be replaced.  Sarah also provided the 

resolution from 2021 that removed the minimum maintenance status from Needle Lane so the minimum 

maintenance sign that was noted missing does not need to be replaced.   

P&Z Training – Sarah said that the June 19, 2026 training date was discussed at the P&Z meeting, and it was 

decided that holding a training on a Friday in June would not be the best decision so they asked if the training 

could be moved to a Friday in late September instead.  Chair Nelson will reach out to our attorney to get this set 

up.  
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DNR Grant Update – Sarah said she has submitted the final reimbursement paperwork for the grant extension that 

was for purchasing pickleball nets and raising a portion of the bog bridges that were under water.   

Rocks on Church Road - Sarah said she has been communicating with the landowner who placed the rocks in the 

right of way by the gates on Church Road.  The landowner was supposed to have the rocks removed by May 1, 

2026, however they have not been moved yet.  Sarah reported that the landowner said she had a landscaping 

company who would remove the rocks, but she has not got an exact date yet for when that will happen.  

Supervisor Juten said Cedar Drive will have a truck with a mini in that location on Friday and said he will move 

the rocks off to the side so that residents on ATV’s, UTV’s, horses, biking, etc. can get by the gates.   

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Calcium Chloride – In 2025, Maki Trucking charged $1.73 per gallon for calcium chloride, and Gnesen purchased 

6,102 gallons. The 2026 price is $1.78 per gallon. Supervisor Juten made motion to use Maki Trucking again this 

year to apply calcium chloride, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg. All vote in favor. 
Data Centers – The Planning Commission is looking for feedback from the Town Board as to how they would 

like to handle data centers.  Many townships and cities are putting verbiage in their ordinance or placing 

moratoriums on data centers to protect their communities while they work on creating ordinance verbiage.  Kathy 

asked if rather than placing a moratorium would it work to add a definition into the ordinance with a line after it 

that reads, “not allowed in the township.”  Chair Nelson said he will reach out to our attorney for guidance on 

this.  Sarah will reach out to MAT.    

DAT Meeting Update – Supervisor Juten gave a report on what was discussed at the last DAT meeting.  Topics 

included: data centers, the city of Rice Lake extending the public water line along Rice Lake Road, broadband, 

and the 2026 Board of Appeals.  Supervisor Juten said that many townships are angry with the increasing property 

valuations and that at the August 20th DAT meeting each township will be choosing a representative who will be 

part of a local group to meet with our state representatives and fight MN property valuations at the state level.   

Future Meetings – There was discussion about the need to continue holding two meeting each month.  Chair 

Nelson suggested just cancelling the 2nd meeting of the month through the summer.  Supervisor Juten made a 

motion for June, July, and August only holding the 1st meeting of the month, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  

All vote in favor.   

 

P&Z BOARD SUPERVISORS REPORT: Supervisor Poppenberg reported that MN Power finalized the 

Tomahawk Point Plat.  P&Z made amendments to the short-term rental application and created a short-term rental 

renewal application.  P&Z had a discussion on visit/evaluation criteria and when it should be used and the $100 

fee charged.   

 

ZONING OFFICERS REPORT: Mike – no new updates.  Rick – Moving forward with building permit and 

second site visits.  Dealing with a land alteration permit on Island Lake that the DNR has several concerns with. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

• Letter from Mary Moline regarding LBAE – The board explained that they have very limited power when 

it comes to reducing valuations and even though Mary had done a ton of research and provided a lot of 

information, their hands were tied. 

• Two letters from Linda Lenard regarding her gymnastics operation  

 

No further business. A motion was made by Chair Nelson to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Supervisor 

Poppenberg.  No objections, the meeting was adjourned at 8:13pm. (This meeting was taped for transcribing 

purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: Jay Haller, Carter Williams, Kathy Buran, Dick Delano, AJ Jensen, Dave Opack  

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Rick Hogenson, Kevin Fredrickson 

 

Employees Absent:  
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Upcoming Meetings:  

Board of Appeals – April 28, 2026 – 10:00am 

Road Review Meeting – May 8, 2026 – 1:00pm 

Town Board Meeting – May 11, 2026 – 7:00pm 

P&Z Meeting – May 20, 2026 - 7:00pm 

Town Board Meeting – May 26, 2026 – 7:00pm (Tuesday) 

 

 

 

Signed: _______________________________   __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk     Jon Nelson, Chair 

 

 Date approved: __________________ 


