
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

June 8, 2026 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, June 8, 2026. The following officers were 

present:   

 Jon Nelson   Chair 

 Gary Juten   Supervisor 

Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

Sarah Blix   Clerk 

Mary Bjorklund   Treasurer 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Nelson.  Board Members and residents stood and recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  A motion to approve the agenda was moved by Chair Nelson, seconded by 

Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor. 

 

The minutes of the May 26, 2026 Town Board meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor Juten, 

seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.   

 

Treasurer’s report: 

 Balance for April 2026                $148,654.63 

 Receipts for May 2026                            +$4,034.78 

                          $152,689.41 

 Disbursements for May 2026                              -$18,701.81 

 Balance for May 2026         $133,987.60 

                    

There were four outstanding checks for the month.  Motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg 

to accept the Treasurer’s report.  All vote in favor.  

 

DISCUSSION:  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – Mike reported that he has been in contact with the St. Louis County Sheriff Deputy who has 

been assigned to this case and they are planning a meeting with Scott on his property later this week.  Mike said they 

will be documenting what is on the property and seeing if Scott would be willing to do clean up on his own if St. Louis 

County provides dumpsters.  The plan would be to allow Scott a two-week period to do clean up himself, however if 

Scott fails to do so then Gnesen would have a company ready to step in and do the clean-up.    

Data Center – Steve Fenske from MAT suggested starting with a moratorium.  Andrew Tiede said the township could 

start with a moratorium, otherwise if we want to just put verbiage in our ordinance to restrict them then he already has 

verbiage drafted up as he has helped several other townships with this already.  Supervisor Juten and Supervisor 

Poppenberg both said they would prefer to move forward with Andrew’s suggestion.  Chair Nelson will reach out to 

Andrew and see if he can send Sarah the ordinance verbiage so that it can be shared with the P&Z commission to 

discuss at their June 17, 2026 meeting.     

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Road Report – Darin reported that the majority of roads are in good condition.  The rocks have been removed by the 

Church Road gate.  Darin said they are planning on putting gravel down on June 17, 2026 and then calcium chloride 

soon after.   

Gnesen Community Center Report – Sarah said National Night Out is scheduled for Tuesday, August 4, 2026 from 

5pm to 7pm. 

GCC Flagpole Lighting – Benson Electric Company provided a quote of $2,600 for purchasing and installing flagpole 

lighting, Nylund Electric provided a quote for $4,277.  Supervisor Juten said he believed both quotes seemed high and 

would like to see if he could find someone to do the job for less.  Dave Opack said he was concerned about the timeline 

as this project has been going on for over two years and the lighting has still not been installed.  Chair Nelson made a 

motion to move forward with the bid from Benson unless Supervisor Juten can find a lower bid, seconded by 

Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.    
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ZONING REPORT: Mike had nothing new to report.  Rick discussed several permits/complaints that he has been 

working on including Waters of Life dynamic sign complaint, Rice Lake Road complaint, an incomplete short term 

rental permit that was submitted, and a suspended land alteration permit. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

• Email from Kevin Comnick about a township property tax committee 

Disbursement #17046 through #17069 and 4 EFTs were read, approved, and signed for payment for a total of 

$45,725.30 with a motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor of paying the 

disbursements.  

 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:36pm with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor 

Poppenberg.  No objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: Jay Haller, Randy Dulinski, Carter Williams, AJ Jensen, Dave Opack, Kathy Buran 

 

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Darin Franckowiak, Mike Rowe, Rick Hogenson  

Employees absent: Kevin Fredrickson 

 

Upcoming meetings: 

P&Z Meeting – June 17, 2026 – 7:00pm 

Town Board Meeting – July 13, 2026 – 7:00pm (Tuesday)  

 

 

Signed: ______________________________              __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk        Mary Bjorklund, Treasurer 

 

           _______________________________                 Date approved: ______________________ 

              Jon Nelson, Chair 


