
Regular Town Board Meeting Town of Gnesen 

 

July 13, 2026 

 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Town of Gnesen was held on Monday, July 13, 2026. The following officers were 

present:   

 Jon Nelson   Chair 

 Gary Juten   Supervisor 

Nancy Poppenberg  Supervisor 

Sarah Blix   Clerk 

Mary Bjorklund   Treasurer 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Nelson.  Board Members and residents stood and recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  A motion to approve the agenda with the addition of an update about Tumblebee 

Gymnastics was moved by Chair Nelson, seconded by Supervisor Juten.  All vote in favor. 

 

The minutes of the June 8, 2026 Town Board meeting were unanimously approved with a motion by Supervisor Juten, 

seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.   

 

Treasurer’s report: 

 Balance for May 2026                 $133,987.60 

 Receipts for June 2026                                   +$10,601.25 

                           $144,588.85 

 Disbursements for June 2026                               -$45,765.30 

 Balance for June 2026            $98,823.55 

                    

There were five outstanding checks for the month.  Motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg to 

accept the Treasurer’s report.  All vote in favor.  

 

DISCUSSION:  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hemlock Drive Issue – Mike discussed the two companies he has received quotes from to help with abatement.  People 

Ready quoted $1,100.00 and Trailer Trash quoted $2,400.00.  Mike said he would be comfortable going forward with 

People Ready as they are the lower quote.  Carol asked if Mike planned to inventory everything that is removed from 

the property.  Mike said he will not be writing things down but will use video and pictures to inventory stuff.  A 

neighbor in attendance voiced a complaint of increased activity on the property lately including a large number of 

renters, aggressive actions towards neighbors like name calling, racial slurs, verbal threats, noise at all hours of the 

night/early morning, digging holes and burying stuff.  A second neighbor at the meeting said that activity, especially 

late-night activity has been ramping up.  Carter stated he has driven by the property and has noted a lot more vehicles 

and a lot of people activity.  Carter said P&Z has asked for a plan from Mike as to what abatement will look like but 

has not received anything.  Rick asked if abating the property means that Scott is allowed to retain 5 junk vehicles or 

does abatement mean everything goes.  Chair Nelson said that Gnesen still must apply the ordinance rules even though 

it is an abatement.  Dave Opack questioned if Gnesen is at the point of needing a law official to patrol Gnesen like the 

City of Rice Lake does.  Chair Nelson instructed Mike to follow up with setting a date for the abatement and relay 

tonight’s neighbor complaints to the Sheriff’s Department.   

Township Website – Sarah said the website has been updated.  Changes included some format/cleaning house, adding a 

STR Renewal Application button, and creating a newsletter button to archive newsletters.    

Update on Tumblebee Gymnastics – Sarah said there really is no new update as Linda is still trying to figure out what 

she is going to do but she is still paying the rent so at this time nothing needs to be done.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Road Report – Darin reported that Needle Lane is in fair shape, but all the other roads are in good shape.  992 yards of 

gravel were put down on the roads and calcium chloride has been applied.  Maintenance was performed on the mower 

and Darin will start mowing soon.  

Gnesen Community Center Report – Sarah said the north gym door is in, however we are just waiting on installation.  

Sarah brough up the GCC Rental Contract and a few changes she proposed, one being insurance needs from  



Page 2 of 3 Town Board Meeting Monday, July 13, 2026 

 

renters.  Sarah said she did research and it is recommended that renters provide an insurance certificate that names 

Gnesen Community Center as additional insured and that renters carry $1,000,000 in general liability, $2,000,000 in 

aggregate, and if alcohol is served an additional $1,000,000 liquor liability endorsement.  Chair Nelson said he would 

like to get a second opinion on this and will ask Andrew Tiede what his thoughts are.  This will be put on the August 

agenda.   

Park Drive – Two residents from Park Drive were in attendance asking about the recent extension of Park Drive.  They 

reported that there has been nonstop work taking place on the road, lasting about two weeks, which resulted in the road 

being extended and a large landing put in at the end.  A large amount of fill was brought in and wet land was affected.  

Supervisor Juten said he will look into this.  This will be discussed again at the August meeting.     

GCC Flagpole Lighting – Supervisor Juten brought in two additional quotes for flagpole lighting.  For installing two 

lights Wescom quoted $1675.51.  Supervisor Juten said Cedar Drive would trench the line and provide 100ft of wire 

for Wescom.  Archkey provided a quote to install one light for $1426.00.  Supervisor Juten said adding an additional 

light would be another $150.00.  Sarah said she would like to see two lights installed as originally planned.  Supervisor 

Juten said he would have no issues with either of these two bids, as he thought the $2600.00 bid from Benson was out 

of line. Carol asked for clarification from Supervisor Juten about what exactly he would be doing and the expenses with 

that.  Supervisor Juten said he would just be trenching the line and laying the wire and that he would be donating that 

work. Supervisor Poppenberg made a motion to approve the Archkey quote but to install two lights, seconded by Chair 

Nelson.  All vote in favor.   

STR Ordinance – A proposed ordinance amendment was provided to the Town Board to reword the section regarding 

septic requirements.  The proposal is as follows: 

 

1) Permit Application is filled out in its entirety with all associated required documentation 

including the following: 

a. A valid, current certificate of compliance for the property’s septic system showing 

that the system is compliant. St. Louis County, as our septic authority, delineates on-

site wastewater inspections into four categories: compliant, non-conforming, non-

compliant, and imminent threat to public health. For purposes of this ordinance, 

compliant means only compliant and excludes non-conforming, non-compliant, and 

imminent threat to public health. A valid, current certificate of compliance for the 

property’s septic system issued by St. Louis County, our septic authority. 

b. A valid, current certificate of non-conforming for the property’s septic system issued 

by St. Louis County, our septic authority.   

i. A certificate of a non-conforming system submitted, shall cause the Zoning 

Officer to establish that the septic system is eligible for a short-term rental 

license under current St. Louis County ordinances. 

Chair Nelson said he was confused by the proposal.  Rick provided some history and said that currently we have a 

resident operating with an illegal permit as they have not been able to renew due to their septic.  Rick also said that he 

believed the Stewarts on Waters Edge Drive were given their permit illegally as you cannot supersede an ordinance 

with a resolution.  Chair Nelson said he disagreed with Rick.  Carter said he was royally confused with everything that 

has been occurring with this ordinance.  There was also discussion about removing the “plus two” in Section 8 number 

4 which sets the minimum number of overnight guests to two per bedroom plus two to coincide with St. Louis 

County’s rules.  Chair Nelson said instead of amending the ordinance he would like to consider governing STR’s with 

an IUP. Chair Nelson said that using an IUP would allow more control as you would be able to place conditions on the 

permit.  Chair Nelson said that Andrew could advise how to move the process to an IUP.  Carter suggested getting two 

attorney’s opinions.   

Como Oil & Propane Contract for 2026/27 – Como provided a sales agreement for the upcoming heating season for 

$1.299/gallon and $1.449/gallon for employees.  Supervisor Juten made a motion to accept Como’s proposal, seconded 

by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor.   

 

ZONING REPORT: Mike had nothing new to report.  Rick discussed the permits that have been applied for this 

month.  There was discussion about P&Z training.  Sarah asked if she could just reach out to Andrew herself to set this 

up to which Chair Nelson said yes.   
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CORRESPONDENCE:  

• Email from Abby Andrus - Firewise 

Disbursement #17070 through #17111 and 6 EFTs were read, approved, and signed for payment for a total of 

$68,100.06 with a motion by Supervisor Juten, seconded by Supervisor Poppenberg.  All vote in favor of paying the 

disbursements.  

 

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:42pm with a motion by Chair Nelson, second by Supervisor Juten.  No 

objections, meeting adjourned. (This meeting is taped for transcribing purposes only.)  

 

Visitors attending the meeting: Jay Haller, Carter Williams, Dave Opack, Kathy Buran, Carol Jacobson, Dawn Jensen, 

Brian (last name?), Alan Newton, Cherie Hamilton, Mike and Sara Rowe, Jill Scharold 

 

Employees present: Mike Polzin, Darin Franckowiak, Mike Rowe, Rick Hogenson  

Employees absent: Kevin Fredrickson 

 

Upcoming meetings: 

P&Z Meeting – July 15, 2026 – 7:00pm 

Town Board Meeting – August 10, 2026 – 7:00pm  

 

Other Dates to Note:  

National Night Out – August 4, 2026 5pm to 7pm 

State Primary Elections – August 11, 2026 7am to 8pm 

 

Signed: ______________________________              __________________________________ 

  Sarah Blix, Clerk        Mary Bjorklund, Treasurer 

 

           _______________________________                 Date approved: ______________________ 

              Jon Nelson, Chair 


